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CHAP. I. 

fIR JEREMY MANSEL having given 
up all thoughts of the more fafhionable 
Lady Diana, had begun to lay clofe fiege 
to the » y6ung - widow, ^ and frequently 
amufed the Ormond family circle with the 
progrefs he made in his amours, often 
laughing at the great lady's folly in attach- 
ing herfelf to Hugh Parry, as he prognof- 
ticated, fhould it conle to a head, . the. old 
father would leave them to live by their 
wits. He had made his fortune by his 
fuccefs in the mercantile line, therefore it was 
wholly at his option to difmherit his hope- 
ful heir, if he difobeyed him; and he knew 
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the old man had a lady in view for his 
daughter-in-law, fuppofed to be worth a 
hundred thoufand pounds at leaft. Mere- 
dith thought her Ladyfliip's title might 
help to reconcile the old fellow to the 
match : Clement was afraid not j he was 
more avaricious than ambitious. 

*^ Oh, faith, there is a fpice of both in 
his difpofition," replied the Baronet, " If 
your Lordlhip's daughter, for example, 
was old enough, I will be bound he would 
advife Hugh to think of a titled wife." 

" What a pity her youth fhould deprive 
her of all hopes of fuch a fplendid alli- 
ance !" faid Meredith ; " but I think, upon 
the whole, Sir Jeremy, you are very for- 
tunate he is not your rival in the widow's 
good graces ; he certainly fupplanted you 
in tfiofe of Lady Dy." 

" Oh ! I am obliged to him in that re- 

fpe6t ; I fhould foon have been off if he had 

not trod fo clofe upon my heels. She did 

' not improve upon acquaintance 5 now the 

widow 
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"Widow, does ; and as llie don't want money, 
why fhe would be a foo! if flie did not take 
me in preference to Hugh Parry : — but if 
flie was to refufe me to-morrow, by the 
Lord it would not give me a moment's un- 
eafinefs/' 

" All bravado !'* cried Meredith ; « I 
know you would be ferioufly hurt." 

^* I fhould have more reafon to rejoice, 
perhaps," was the anfwer ; *^ and I am furc 
if fhe was to fay. No, I fhould think fo." 

" We fhall fee when it comes to the 
trial," faid Clement. 

The Baronet fwore no woman upon earth 
was worth half the pains fome men took 
to gain them. "We begin by making 
fools of them ; and they end, by making 
worfe than foojs of us fometimes." 

Clement coloured, and turned to one of 
the windows. 

Meredith had previoufly cautioned Sir 
Jeremy to be upon his guard before the Earl, 

' B 2 and 
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and now gave him a look he uriderftood, 
that made him revert in fo ridiculous a 
manner to Lady Diana's treatment of himfelf, 
which, he enumerated in fupport of his laft 
affertion, that Clement joined in Meredith's 
mirth, and the fubjeft dropped. 

Two. days after, the Baronet made his 
appearance at the caftle, before the family 
had done breakfaft. 



cc 



I am come to beg both you, young 
gentlemen, will wilh me joy," were his firft 
words. ^ '^ 

^^ What, have you ftokn a match ?" afked 
Meredith. 

"No, better than that; I hav^.got a 
rival ! — Not Hugh Parry; a darlhing Ba- 
ronet, Sir Charles Grovefby, who ftands 
four feet five inches in his fhoes ; drefies — 
Oh Lord, he outdoes you, my Lord, and 
you, Edwin, all to nothing ; rides a blood 
hcrfe, talks of leaping five-barred gates 
upon the fwing, and drives the mofl: jemmy 

photon 
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phaeton and fix long-tailed brown ponies 
you ever faw i— his poftillion is as flaming 
as himfelf, and all his other fervants are 
belaced from flioulder to flank ; — be fides he 
has a reputed fix thoufand a year ! — Nov/ 
what chance will Pill Garlick Hand do you 
.think ?" 

"Why if Mrs., Clcremont is fond of 
pigmies, or ponies, none at all,*' rcj^ied 
Meredith. 

" But has fhe^becn long acquainted with 
this little hero?" 

*^ He is an intimate acquaintance of he^ 
'brother^s, I underfland," replied Sir Jeremy; 
*' however, joking apart, if fhe prefers a 
man to a dwarfifh fop, why I have nothing 
to fear.' He is all anxiety to get introduced 
to your Lordihip, (looking at the Marquis) 
and to you, my Lady; but the Graftons 
do not feem inclined to humour hun y nay, 
Mrs. Cleremont told him, in my hearing, 
if he knew his own intcrell, he wo Id not 
wilh to be introduced to Lord Ellefmere ; 
for he would not appear to advantage in his 

B 3, torn-' 
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company : — and, by my foul, fhe was in 
the right. However, as I have dangled 
after her for the laft fortnight, I will e'en 
offer her her choice of me, and Sir Whiffle 
Flimfey ; if Ihe helitates, I am off. But 
I long for you to fee him, Meredith." 

" I will pay an early vifit at the Graftons', 
not to day, that would be appearing too cu- 
rious, but in the courfe of next week, if 
chance don't throw me in the way of this 
dafhing buck before ; however, I do not 
think he will rob you of the J)rize, if you 
have but courage to break the ice.V 

*^ You know the old faying, Edwin, * Faint 
heart never won fair lady ?' — Hit or mifs, I 
will make the propofal, fo your moft obedi- 
ent." And away he went. 

The phyficians having particularly or- 
dered change of air, Clement, as he gained 
ftrength, frequently took fliort tours in the 
environs with Meredith, to whom he could 
more freely communicate his thoughts than 
to his father arid mother. He no longer 

loved 
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loved the Baronefs with his former ardour ; 
Hill he could not help fometimes acknow- 
ledging he wiflied fhe might be able to 
convince him of her innocence^ 

Meredith neither chofe to raife nor de- 
prels his hopes j but acknowledged alfo in 
confidence, he had ftiil a more tender re- 
gard for Lady Lucy Kiliarney than was 
perfcdly confiftent with his happinefs, as 
he continued refolyed, even if he knew 
where to find her, never to make her his 
wife, 

"This,'* Clement obfervcd, " was truly 
punifhing the innocent for the guilty. As 
wcUv might a man of fenfe objeft to His 
daughter, when old enough, becaufe her 
mother had afted imprudently. Do not 
refine away your happinefs," he continued, 
" as I have in a great meafure done mine. 
Had I afted with any degree of judgment; 
I (hbuld have openly offered myfclf to the 
Baronefs s acceptance, and candidly acknow- 

B 4 ledged 
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ledged my fuppofed want . of birth ; -— 
then had flie refufcd me, my pride only 
would have been wounded s inftead of which 
I mifled her by my folly, and perhaps 
ought not to blame her fo feverely for aban- 
doning a mere fpecious fortune-hunter, who 
married her for her money. I certainly 
laid myfelfopen to fuch conflradlions, and 
doubt not but her friend was apt enough to 
make them^ yet were ihe now to convince 
me, that principle, prudence, or any otho: 
fuch fpecious motrve, occafioned our fepa- 
rion, I fhould condemn her, if pofllble^ 
more than I do now : for can any pruden- 
tial, motive palliate her want of ma^temal 
tendernefs ? 1 have been egre^oufly mif- 
taken in her ch^rafleri J ever thought her 
proud, ^nd rather capriciouSj hut now find 
ihe is" felfifh, and abfolutcly deficient ia 
point of prqper fpirit, elfe why fo meanly 
evade my refearch-es ? Admitting ftie fup- 
pofcs Jine to be the vileft of all human 
bekigs, ihc jiis afted in a moft abfurd 
mAnaerj >^nd in vain, as the mother of my 

daughter. 
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daughter, can I delude myfclf fo far as to 
expeft (he can ever even palliate her late' 
conduft. For that child's fake, much more 
than my own, I fmccrely wifh fhe may ; 
but never more will I put it in her power 
to deceive me, though I am now fully re- 
folved to inv^ftigate the matter." 

Meredith encouraged the notion, andpro- 
mifed to accompany him abroad is fooa 
as he, or rather the phyficians, thought him 
ftrong enough to undertake the journey. 
The Welch gentleman had pronounced 
him out of danger, if he had no relapfe. 

The foregoing difcourfe palfed on their 
way to Malvern, where they fpeat a few 
days ; the Marquis and Marchionefs, 
though never fo happy as in their fon's 
prefence, encouraging thefe jaunts, as tend- 
ing to promote his recovery. The day 
after his return, Meredith was obliged to 
go home upon fome bufmefs j Clement 
therefore mounted his poney, who v/as 

B 5 become 
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become a very great favourite, fet out for 
his accuftomed airing, undecided which 
road to take,. but had not reached the Park 
Lodge before he met Sir Jeremy upon 
the full gallop. 

" Going to the caftle ?'* cried Clement, 
pulling up. 

" I was, my Lord. I met Meredith as 
he was going home, and he fent me to at- 
tend you in his ftead, if yoiu&will accept 
of my company." 

Clement fmiled aflent ; and the Baronet 
afked which way he was bound. 

'^ You muft t^ke upon yourfelf the office 
of pilot. Sir Jeremy ; though born at Tre- 
gony, I need not tell you I am quite' a 
flranger to the pleafanteft rides the environs 
afford -.—^Meredith is always my guide." 

" Then I will take you up a hill that 
will afford us a glorious prolpeft. But will 
you ride flowly forward, and take the firft 

turning 
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turning to the left, after you are out of the ^ 
park ? I will foon overtake you ; but I want' 
to call upon an old woman, about a nvile 
from hence. I did think to have got ond^ 
of your fervants to have carried my mef- 
fage." ^ 

" Then pray give . your orders to my 
groom. Sir Jeremy." . ; 

The Baronet thankfully agreed to > the 
propofal, and told the fervant which road 
his Lord and him were going. The man 
galloped off, and Sir Jeremy began to cut 
up his diminutive rival. 

" Mrs. Cleremont only laughs at him,*' 
faid he, ^^and gives 'me fuch encourage- 
ment, the poor little fop is quite jealous. 
She is gone this morning, with her brother 
and fifter, to (land as fponfors at the 
chriftening of a child, whofe mother died 
in bringing it into the world ; and the 
young widow means to provide for it ! — 
I commend the notion i — Sir Charles 

B 6 thought 



thought it was lowering themfelves to at- 
tend in perfon. He is a poor, filly, confe- 
quciitial being, that is the tr«th. But how- 
did you fpend your time at Malvern ?" 

Clement entered into a few details as 
they began to afcend the hill, or rather 
mountain, from the fummit of which they 
were to enjoy fo delightful a prolpeft. As 
it was very fteep, Clement was going to 
difmount, and lead his poney^ but the 
Baronet diffuaded him, alledging, their 
country horfes were too much accuftomed 
to thefe hills to mind them, and he would 
find it very fatiguing to walk. , 

They had fcarcely reached the top before 
they ' perceived at fome diftance a very 
fmart buck, particularly well mounted, at- 
tended by twQ, grooms, and apparently in 
admiration of the furrounding romantic 
fcenery. 
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''"'Sir Charks Grovefby, upon my foul!" 

cried the Baronet. " Now is not he a very 

ftriking manly figure ? But he will not 

.xiare to ftiew off half his airs and graces 

before your Lordfbip.*' 

" Then do not introduce me,'* replied 
Clement j ^* I was never tadcen for a man 
of confequence till I got my Lord before my 
name j therefore I am very certain that Sir 
Charles, except he hears me addrefled by 
my title, will not place me among that 
clafs." 

" Why, he judges every body from ap- 
pearance, I know 'y but, faith, I thought your 
Lordfhip looked the moft of a gentleman 
of any man I had ever feen j I do not even 
except Meredith, and fo I told him the 
very firft time we met. But I will addrefs 
you as neighbour, and fo forth, juflto make 
this conceited puppy look down upon you.'* 

By this time Sir Charlcs,had feen who was 

advancing, and would fain have avoided 

entering into converfation with them ^ but 

4 . Sir 
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Sir Jeremy, who did not chufe to let him 
off fo eafily, began to a(k him his opinion of 
the adjacent country,- 



N 



There were.lpme fine fituations in Wales, 
he thought, buf it was a horrid part of 
the iflatid to refide in ; eyeing Clement 
and his poney, (whofe bridle being on his 
neck, was grazing as he ftood), with evi- 
dent marks of contempt while he fpoke, 
and then remarked — '* You do not feem 
to keep your horfe too high. Sir ; but fuch 
little beafts are certainly beft calculated for 
thefe mountains." 

" There you are right. Sir Charles ; and 
I do not think my neighbour would change 
with you, much as j^ou feem to defpife 
one of the prettied ponies in the Princi- 
pality." 

^^ Oh ! I have no fault to find with his 
figure ; but, for my own part, I would as 
foon mount a goat." Then, as if to change 
the converfation, " Tregony Caftle has a 
very magnificent appearance from where 

wc 
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we are ! — How is the young Earl ? — Is he 
returned from his late tour?'* 

" He came home lafl: night," replied Sir 
Jeremy. 

*^ Well, I am 'really curious to fee him, 
ind the Mr. Meredith^^ the Graftons fpeak 
fp highly of i but particularly Lord EUef- 
mere. I fpent a few weeks at a friend's ia 
Hcrtfordfliire the fummer before laft, who 
was flightly acquainted with him ; but I 
cannot fay he fpoke of him in fuch high 
terms as his Welch neighbours do :— to be 
fure, the gentleman I allude to was a man 
of the world, and of the firft rank and 
fafhion. " ^ 

^* That we fhould not have prefumed to 
doubt. Sir Charles, fince he was a friend of 
your's : — and I dare fay you would not have 
perceived half the good qualities in Mr. 
Davenport you will in the Earl of Ellef- 



mere." 



*' Ridiculous, Sir Jeremy! — ^His taylor 
and valet may drefs him fafhionably, and 
he may give himfclf a few conceited airs, 

and 
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and fancy his title gives him a privilege to 
be impertinent, but— — " ^ 

" I beg pardon for interrupting you. Sir 
Charles ; but you are certainly not aware of 
the inferences which may be drawn from 
your picture. However, as for drefs, I do 
not pretend to underftand it j but as for 
airs, Lord EUefmerc leaves them to his in- 
feriors : he graces as much as fome folks 
dijgracez, title. '* 

*' Wcll^ well, he fhall be a demigod if 
you chufe. Sir Jeremy ; I fhall not form 
my opinion of him till he has been prefented 
at Court i — if he fucceeds there, I ^a^ ill allow 
him to deferve fome of his neighbours' hy- 
perbolical encomiums." 

*^ Now that's being very modcft, becaufc 
it is as much as to fay I am no judge, fo 
muft depend on other folks' tafte. Do you 
mean to chufe your wife by the fame cri- 
terion?" 

" If you had lived rather more in the 
falliionable world, Sir Jeremy, you might 
have fparcd yourfelf fuch a queftion. But 

pray 
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pray is the Marquis of Ormond feventy- 
five, as Grafton tells me ?'* 

'* I believe he is, Sir Charles ; and what 
of that?'* 

" Oh, nothing, my dear Welch friend^ 
only it is' rather aftonifhing he fhoulci have 
a Ion of one-and-twenty, particularly ^ving 
had no children by his^firft wife/' 

An expreflivc fnecr added fuch ftrength 
to his worda, Clement coloured deeply, 
and was going to fpcak, when Sir Jeremy, 
whofe Welch blood boiled at his infinu- 
ation, fwore if he thought his title gave 
him the privilege of being impertinent, he 
would find .himfelf n^iftaken. 

" Good Good ! Sir Jeremy, you are 
warm this morning. I only meant there are 
people who might have thought what I men- 
tioned, cxtraprdinary j but if Lord Ormond 
is fatisfied, upon my foul I am. Lord 
Clancaftlc xnight have his doubts if — " 

"With 
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" With your leave. Sir Charles," faid Cle- ^ 
mcnt, " we will change the fubje6l ?" 

" Certainly, Sir," replied the Baronet, 
rather furprifed at the requeft, which was 
delivered in a tone that gave it the air 
of a polite command. He looked at 
the Baronet as for an explanation of his 
friend's behaviour, but received none, ex* 
cept an * expreflive fmile and provoking 
nod might be termed one ; — he therefore 
felt very awkward; but Clement's remarks 
upon the diftant views, particularly Tintern 
Abbey, enabled him once more to join in 
the converfation, and they dcf^ended the 
; ' hill together. Sir Charles prudently dif* 
mounting, as well as his fervants, which did 
not pafs unobferved by Sir Jeremy. 

They had fcarcely regained the high road, 
when Clement's groom came galloping to- 
wards them i and, having delivered the an- 
fwer to the meflage Sir Jeremy had given 
him, took his ftation behind his Lord. Sir 

Charles 
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Charles ftared firft at the man, then at the 
mafter, as the former was equally as well 
mounted as himfelf^ and the livery he wais 
unacquainted with, never having been in 
habits of intimacy with the Ormond family, 
nor never having happened to fee any of 
the fervants to i-emark them fince his ar- 
rival in Wales, before he could at all recon- 
cile the mailer's poncy to the fervant*s ap- 
pearance. 

Mr. and Mrs, Grafton, and Mrs. Clere^ 
mont, got over a ftile, which led into the 
lane they were in. Sir Charles puftied 
forward the moment he caught fight of 
them, but found himfelf, to his infinite 
mortification, entirely overlooked, fo anxious 
were all three to pay their relpeds to the 
Earl. 

Sir Jeremy, having never been more 
diverted in his life than by the various 
alterations his brother Baronet's - counte- 
nance had undergone during the laft five 

minutes, 
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* 

minutes, burft into fuch a violent fit of 
laughter, that Mrs. Clcremont infifted upon 
knowing the fubje<5t of his mirth. 



** Why, you muft know, my dear Madam, 
wifhing to oblige your friend Sir Charles, 
-whom I had difcerned for fome time upon 
that hill behind us, I aflced Lord EUefmere 
to allow me to introduce them to each 
other :— he very kindly complied with my 
rcqueft, and we fcaled the precipice, when, 
behold, Sir Charles would fcarcely look at, or 
fpcak tome, and before I couldNhonour him 
as I had fully intended, began to abufe hiis 
Lordfhip's poney^^and accufed him of ava- 
rice — that is, told him it looked half ftarved, 
and finally forced his Lordfhip, in his polite 
way, to bid him hold his tongue." 

**Sir Jeremy, you find, means to fparc 
neither of us, Sir Charles," faid Clement. 

*' I certainly, my Lord," ftammered the 
Baronet, " did not know who 1 had the 
honour of being in company with, or - 
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"He pleads r guilty you perceive, neigh- 
bour Grafton ! — Now I never mind who I 
fpeak before ; becaufe I never fay a thing , 
behind a man's back, I would not as foon 
or fponer fay to his face." 

** I proteft I am at a lofs how to apolo- 
gize,'* again ftammered Sir Charles. 

" Oh ! for heaven's fake. Sir Charles, do 
not think of making a ferious matter of 
having thought me rather over weight for 
my dappled grey," patting his poncy. ** If 
you make any ftay in Wales, I {hall be happy 
_to fee you at the calllc : I hope Mr. and 
Mrs. Grafton need opt be told any of their 
friends rauft ever be a welcome addition to 
their party when they favour my hthtr 
and mother with their company. But do 
not let us keep thefe ladies any longer in 
the fun, Sir Jeremy." 

" I am at your Lordfhip's orders," was 
the reply. So, promiling to pay an c^Iy 
viiit at Lanfreddcw, Qement and Sir Jeremy 
galloped off, 
*^r Sir 
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Sir Charles now entered into a rather far- 
ther explanation, protefting Lord Ellefmerc 
was fo much beneath the opinion he had 
been led to entertain, he Ihould never have 
fuppofed him the much-admired Peer he 
had heard fo much of fince his arrival at 
Tregony. 

" Why then permit me to tell you. Sir 
Charles, you are no judge of either beauty, 
elegance, or politenefs in your own fex," 
faid Mrs. Cleremonti *^ but fince we are 
upon the fubjeft, what fault can you find 
with his Lordfhip ? Did you ever fee a finer 
figure ?*' 

" I did not fee him to advantage in that 
refpe<5l, my dear Madam ; but furely you 
do not think him a fine gentleman?'* 

** Indeed I do ; and I think you ought to 
have/?// he was one. By your own account, 
you made fome very improper remarks 
even to be addreflTed to Sir Jeremy Manfcl, 
and much more fo to a ftranger, though he 
rode a poney. You are confidercd in this 

neigh' 
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neighbourhood as my brother's friend ; Lord 
Ellefmere may therefore very probably fup- 
pofe you have only retailed our f^nti- 



ments.'* 



The Baronet again attempted to excufe 
himfelf ; but Mr. Grafton pointed out the 
impropriety of his late conduft in fuch 
ftrong terms, urging, it muft be fuppofed 
to have originated in himfelf, that he was 
half tempted to take a final leave of Wales, 
but could not bear th^ idea of affording 
Sir Jeremy fuch a triumph. Therefore, 
though hopelefs with regard to the widow, 
and confcious he had loft ground in the 
efteem of her brother, he chofe to prolong 
his vifit ; and Grafton, notwithftanding he ^ 
had long cordially defpifed him, could not, 
while he remained his inmate, give him 
room to fuppofe he was an unwelcome gueft, 
though he fully expefted he had effeftually 
deterred Lord Ellefmere from ever feeking 
an intimacy with any part of his family, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 



A O Meredith only did Clement mention 
Sir Charles's remarks, who laughed very 
heartily at the mortification he had brought 
upon himfelf; and the following morning 
they agreed to ride over to Lanfreddew, 
Clement being anxious to convince the 
Liliputian hero he had not pondered over 
his impertinence ; and the Graftons, that he 
did not place the folly of their gueft to their 
infinuations. Meredith having adroitly hinted 
that the ladies had been very much ftruck 
with the ftrong refemblancej making al- 
lowances for the great differences of their 
age, which ftill fubfifted between the Earl 

and 
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and the Marquis, and as this was not only 
a general, but a very juft remark, Clement 
had been much more inclined to laugh at 
than quarrel with Sir Charles Grovefby. 

Sir Jeremy, who was a conftant vifiter 
at Lanfreddew, overtook them juft asthefy 
came in fight of the houfe, and again laughed 
over his rival's difcomfiture, whofe phaston 
and fix, the poftillion mounted, and the 
reft of his fuite ftanding round it, was wait- 
ing in the' court, when they rode in. 

" There's tafte for vou !'* cried Sir 
Jeremy. *^ That equipage beats Queen ' 
Mab's hazle nut all to nothing." 

Before Clement or Meredith could reply, 
Mr. Grafton and the ladies, having (ctn 
them advancing, came out, and entreated 
they would alight, which they inftantly did, 
and entered the laloon juft as Sir Charles, in 
the moft faftiionable morning drefs, crop- 
ped, and pantalooned, according to the 

VOL. III. c latcft* •» 
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lateft ton, made his appearance at another 
door, and^ with fome confufion, paid his 
compliments to the elegant youth, who 
merely conformed to the reigning falhion 
fufFiciently not to appear fme^ular j he had 
therefore not parted with his fine dark 
Urov/n hair, which, as he conformed to the 
prefent negligent modeof drefs, was a very- 
great addition to his animated countc- 
iiance. 

Grafton, to prevent the little man from 
making any more blunders, introduced him 
to Mr. Meredith, and the convcrfation be- 
came very general. 

tJnderftanding the family were going to 
take their airing, the vifiters requefted they 
might not keep them at home, propofing to 
join their party, which pleafed Grafton miich 
more than Sir Charles, who felt unufually 
fmall in Clement*s prcfcnce^ and Meredith, 
■v/ho Jiterally looked down Upon him, was 

*'a rival 
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*' a rival too near the throne,*' to infpire him 
^ith any thing but envy. 

Sir* Jeremy, who was ftanding near one of 
the windows, obferving only one lady'^^^. 
horfe being led about, enquired who meant 
to^ride in the fmart phaston. 

" Mrs. Cleremont intends to do. rpe that 
honour,'* replied Sir Charles, wii;h an air of 
triumph. 

" We had not abfolutely fettled that 
point, you know. Sir ^ Charles, when you 
left us i and I own ] am not very fond of 
fuch a carriage, among thefe mountains." 

" I will be ^anfwerable for your fafety, 
my dear Madam. Mr. Meredith, I under- 
ftand, frequently drives* a 'phaeton and four 
blood horfes up and down thefe hills -, there- 
fore you certainly cannot objedit to ven- 
turing with my ponies, which, like Lord 
Ellefmere, I think more fuited to Welch 
roads." 

c 2 C!einenC 
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Clement fmiled at this intended compli- * 
ment, and agreed that his equipage was par- 
ticularly adapted to that part of Britain, 
though he had feen many ladies drive fuch 
abdut London, 

'^ I mean this for a prefent to Lady 
Grovelby, my Lord ; I am merely break- 
ing in the horfes, but fhall wich' pleafure 
refign the reins to Mrs. Cleremont, if fhe 
will accept them upon thofe terms." 

^* What a bribe!'* exclaimed the widow 
very gaily,. *' Such an equipage, ^nd fuch 
a beau, are more than ought to fSl to the 
ftiare of One Svom'an, Sir Charles ; therefore - 
for fear I fhbuld be tempted to take advan- 
tage of your exc^efs of generofity, I will not 
truft .myfeff ag^in in your Ihewy vehicle." 

** I am fiire I cotild' improve upon Sir 
Charles's notion/' faid Sir Jeremy. " I have 
got a large ftraw, or, as we call it,' elming • 
chair, which I will fix upon a garden roller 
of a proper fize, and it Ihall be drawn by • 
fix goats j Sir Charles preferred them to 

ponies 
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ponies yefterday, fo he muft allow it will 
be an improvement ; — my poftillion; not 
my coachman, mind, Ihall be a monkey, and 
I flatter myfelf, befides being far more 
economical. Lady Manfel's equipage will 
be infinitely more fmgular than Lady 
Grovefby's/' 

A general laugh enfued, in which Sir 
Charles affefted to join, declaring Sir 
Jeremy was fmgular in all his notions. 

. Where they fliould go, was next debated. 
Meredith propofed following the courfe of 
the ^yt I but could . not, upon fecond 
thoughts, recommend that road for a phse- 
ton, though it was a remarkably pleafaut 
ride during the fummcr months, 

" Then I am determined we will explore 
its beauties/' faid Mrs. Cleremont, giving; 
orders for her horie. 

C3 Sir 
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Sir Charles, who never had a will of his 
own, did the fame ; but when they were go- 
ing to mount, could not refrain from points 
ing out the various beauties and merits of ' 
his horfe, to the Earl and Meredith, by way 
of railing himfelf in Mrs. Cleremont^s 
eftecm. 

'^ Your geefe are all fwans, Sir Charles !** 
laid his rival. ''Not that I have any fault 
to find with your bcaft as to his figure; 
but here is one of my own breeding, which 
I will warrant worth a dozen luch for real 
iervice.*' 

" I do not know what you may call real 
fervice. Sir Jeremy," faid the irritated 
Baronet. ** My hor/e has never been at 
plough ; but I will walk, trot, gallop, and 
leap with you for your own fum.'* 

"Come along then," was the reply. 

" We can begin here. There^ leap that 
firft wall ; I do not want to win your money, 
fo I will give you a fpecimen of my horfe's ^ 

fkill 
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fkllt gratis,** clearing the wall in a molt 
maftcrly manner. 

Sir Charles, ftill more eager to difplay 
his (kill, went dafh at it ; but his horfe 
brought down fome of the bricks with his 
hind feet, and he with difficulty preferved 
his feat. By way of excufe, he obferved, 
his horfe was but that moment brought out 
pf the liable, and had hardly felt his legs ; he 
would have piftoled him had he been fo awk- 
ward when warm ; and took every oppor- 
tunity to difplay his agility during their ^ 
ride, by unnecefTarily leaping various gates, 
hedges, and ditches. 

The fight of the Wye reminded him of 
the various feats he had performed at Fon- 
tainbleau during the royal hunt, particularly 
his having twice fwam his horfe acrofs the 
Seine in places where no one elfe chofe to 
follow him. 

c 4 Sir 
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Sir Jeremy declared he was not par- 
tial to fwimming afiy horfe acrofs a rapid 
ftream ; but if Sir Charles was inclined to 
ihew his fuperior horfcmanftiip, he had a 
very good opportunity. ^ 

Anxious to furpafs his provoking com- 
petitor in the widow's good graces, he 
dared him to follow him acrofs the Wye, 

" Why, look you. Sir Charles, I have 
fome few times in my life, in the eagernefs 
of a fox-chace, been fo fool hardy, but I 
will never make fuch an attempt in my 
fober fenfes 5 nor would I advife you. The 
ftream is very rapid -, there is a ford rather 
farther up, where I can fuppofea good 
horfe (as there is an excellent footing on 
both fides) may take his rider acrofs in 
fafety between high and low water; but 
do nc4: let me induce you to endanger your 
life. I would not, as I faid before, make 
the attempt at prefent -, in a couple of hours 

more 
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more even the Earl's ^poney would carry 
him over without any danger." 

"Then depend upon it I will venture 
now, my good friend/' replied Sir Charles ; 
*' being wet I do not regard, and that i$ 
the worft that can befal me. Did you ever 
crofs this river, Mr. Meredith ?" 

" Frequently at low water, Sir Charles, 
and fome few times in my life at half flood, 
but I think it rather dangerous ; not that I 
Ihould ever fcruple doing it when in parti* 
cular hafte, becaufe, ftiould my horfe fail 
me, I am a fufficient fwimmer to fave my- 
felf." 

By this .time they were in fight of the 
ford, and Sir Charles tauntingly afked his. 
rival if he dare follow him. 

"Why as for daring, Sir Charles, if it 
would anfwer any one good purpofc, I would 
fet you the example s but as, were we 
to crofs, we muft return again, or ride home 

c 5 /oliis, 
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MuSf I am not anxious to try/ the experi- 



ment." 



" you a fox-hunter, Sir Jeremy, and 
afraid of wetting your boots — for Ihame \ — 
Never praife your horfe again t I will fhew 
you what mine can do !'* forcing him into 
the water. 

" Except you are a good fwimmer, you 
are very much to blame, Sir Charles," faid 
Clement. 

Bent, however, upon proving he poflcflcd 
a virtue which had not fallen to his (hare, 
the adventurous hero urged his horfe for- 
ward, ioofing his {ttt from the ftirrups to 
avoid being, wet. The^nimal, having loft his 
legs, became very unwilling to proceed, 
and the rider ''evidently trembled, till ha- 
ving reached the current, which was, as had 
been foretold, very ftrong, the horfe fud- 
denly plunged round to return, by which 
unexpefted motion Sir Charles loft his 
balance, and pitched head foremoft into the 
river. 

6 , The 
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The ladies fcreamed, and the gentlemen 
were all ferioufly alarmed for his fafety 
till they faw him rife, holding by the bridle. 
He would,^however, have moft probably 
been knocked on the head by his Bilce- 
phalus, if he had not very fpeedily aban- 
doned that for the ftirrup -, but having no 
notion of fwimming, ht was fuch an incon- 
venience to the poor beaft, in. addition to 
the current, that he could not make the ford 
at which he had entered s and, after feveral 
efforts, he recovered his feet, in the mud, 
about twenty yards below. The greater 
part of this time, whenever he could keep 
his head above water. Sir Charles had been 
calling upon his Maker to have mercy upon 
him ; but before the horfe ceafed fwim- 
ming, he had become fpeechlefs. 

Sir Jeremy, though he fwore he dcferved 
what he had met with, had been undrefling 
to fwim, if needful, to his affiftance, as no 
one could attempt to ride into the ftream 
to fave himj but when the horfe came to 

c 6 an 
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m anchor,- as he termed it, and he per- 
ceived the little man, though apparently 
at his laft gafp, ftill kept his hold, he caught 
the bridle off his own horfe -, — it had a flip 
rein, which he drew, and, plunging up to 
his knees in the mud, flung the head- 
piece towards the heroic Baronet, continu- 
ing to hold the rein, and by this means 
dragged him on fliore i though Sir Charles, 
either owing to the joy occafioned by the 
profpeft of his fpeedy deliverance, or to 
the failure of his ftrength, funk before he 
was upon terra firma ; but as he contirxiied 
to grafp the bit of the bridle, it was not of 
fo much confequence ; and/ though he ap- 
peared abfolutely fenfelefs when laid upon 
the turf, Sir Jeremy prognofticated he 
would get over it, as few people, he ob- 
ferved, - died of a fright. 

The little man's grooms were foon bufily 
employed about him, and in lefs than a 
minute he dilplayed figns of life. 

The 
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The whole party had alighted, being all 
anxious, though they all heartily defpifed 
him, to .reftore him to his fenfes 5 — this they 
efFefted, and he had even attempted to ar- 
ticulate his thanks before his horfe could 
crawl up the bank, and in about ten mi- 
nutes more he was fufficiently recovered to 
fay he would try to walk home. 

^^ Oh, ride by all means," faid his deli- 
verer; " but if I was you, faith, I would walk 
a little way into the water again, at the ford 
I mean, to wafha little of that mud ofF. 
I intend to follow the advice I give, mind.'* 

Mrs. Cleremont laughed very heartily 
the moment fhe was convinced Sir Charles 
was out of danger, who, even more anxious 
to efcape from her ridicule than he had 
been to difplay his courage, mounted his 
untowardly horfe, and galloped off, to the 
infinite diverfion of the whole party. 

« What 
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" What a ferious fervice I have rendered 
my country !'• exclaimed Sir Jeremy. 

" Why, as we fliould all have been forry 
if the filly fool had met with the fate he fb 
richly deferved, I think we ought all of us 
to feel ourfelves highly obliged by your 
kind exertions, Sir Jeremy,'* faid Mrs. 
Cleremont ; " for one, I can aflure you I am 
very forry you have been fo material a fuf* 
ferer through your good-nature.'* 

Sir Jeremy fwore, which was literally 
trlie, he would have walked in up to his neck 
before the poor little Whiffle fjiould have 
found a watery grave. 

As it tiow grew late, the party turned 
their horfes' heads, and after laughing very 
heartily over the recent fcene, feparated 
at the entrance of the village. Clement 
related the adventure to his father and mo- 
ther, who gaily prognofticated Sir Jeremy, 
at this rate, v/ould foon be matter of the 
field i nor were they miftaken, as Sir Charles, 

completely 
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completely mortified at having expofed 
himfelf before two* men of fafhion, who 
would probably report his folly among his 
acquaintance, left Lanfreddew early the next 
morning ; and Sir Jeremy, at full liberty to 
prefs the fair widow to furrcnder at dif* 
cretion* 



CHAP. III. 



JUURING the enfuing month, Clement 
gained ftrength fo rapidly, that his poney was 
difcarded for the horfe he had brought 
from Fairfield ; and his fpirits feemed as 
much amended as his health. In company 
with Meredith, he frequently vifited the 
Graftons, who were always welcome vifiters 
at the caftle, and who fincercly participated 

in 
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in Lord and Lady Ormondes joy : — ftill as 
their fon had now and then a flight relapfe, 
and they dreaded the efFeft of the Novem- 
ber fogs, they refolved to fpend the winter 
at Avignon, which he feemed to prefer to 
Lifbon. Clement, on his fide, was unde- 
cided relpefting vifiting Switzerland.;—- 
fometimes, as he told his father, he was. 
half tempted to adhere to his firfl: refola- 
tion, and to leave the Baronefs* in the power 
of her interefted friends ; — if Ihe could clear 
her conduft, fhe would difcover him — ^and 
if not, why Ihould he blazon his own dif- 
honour ? Since {he feemed inclined to deny 
their marriage, why Ihould he force her to , 
acknowledge . what would now do her, not 
him, honour? 

The Marquis, fearful of even difplaying 
the fhadow of parental authority, never 
chofe toxontradift him ; indeed he dreaded 
nearly as much as he wifhed to fee him 
relieved from his prefent ftate of fufpenfe, 
left, as there was but too much reafon to 

4 apprehend. 
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apprehend, a favoured' rival was at the bot- 
tom of his wife's myfteri©us conduft ; yet 
dared not hint a fufpicion fo revolting to 
a hulband's feelings : he only requefted 
his beloved Clement would conftder the 
matter in every poflable point of view, 

" Suppofe," he obferved, " the Baronels, 
hearing of his reftoration to the rank he 
was^orn to grace, fhould proclaim, inftead 
of difowning their marriage, and (hould plead 
he left her with child, nay, aftually pro- 
duce a male heir to the houfe of Ormond, 
how grating would it be to his feelings, 
except convinced of her innocence, to ac- 
knowledge fuch a child ! — Again, might 
not j[he> if left to follow her own inclina- 
tions, fquander away the fortune fhe had 
inherited from her father, and then publifh 
their connedion, to refcue herfelf from 
poverty, whatever might ad interim have 
been her conduft.'* 

. , Clement 
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Cicmenc was forcibly ftruck witlv this 
rcafoning, yet felt unwilling ;o raifc the 
veil which he acknowledged he feared con- 
cealed his difhonour ; but ferioufly rcfolved 
to endeavour privately to trace her to her 
prefent abode. Could he once fathom the 
motives for her ftrange condud, he fhould 
know better how to proceed s if he found 
her guilty, he frequently declared he would 
be merciful, as he was confcious he had 
firft led her into error. She was very ro- 
mantic, and very imprudent, or fhe would 
never have accepted his hand ; but was he 
lefs to blame for having taken advantage 
of her folly ? 

Meredith continued ftrongly to urge the 
neceffity of forcing her to account for her 
want of feeling, prudence, and difcretion. 

The Marchionefs hinted, that by making 
her difcover her retreat, either her inno- 
cence or guilt would be immediately afcer* 
tained; and as there was yet a probability 

fhc 
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fhe had fufFercd hcrfelf to be deluded by 
her fpecious friend, it would be affording 
her the means of juftifying her conduft, 
and him an opportunity to punifli the in- 
tercfted Madame Dubois, 

He agreed fhe was in the right, and once 
more talked Df vifiting Switzerland before 
he proceeded to Avignon 5 but firft wiflicd 
to have the opinion of fomc of the firft 
lawyers and civilians in England refpedling 
his n\arriage, and the method he ought to 
purfue, fituatedas he was with regard to 
his wife. 

The Marquis requefted he would draw 
up what he wiflied to fubmit to thefe gen- 
tlemen's infpeftion, and he would immedi- 
ately forwardlt exprefs to London ; — there 
was no neceffity to mention names ; the 
real cafe, briefly ftated, would anfwer 
every end. A Ihort abftraift of his ftory 
was therefore laid before feveral long-robed 
gendemen, and. he affurcd his father and 

mother 
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mother that he would follow their advice 
however repugnant it was to his feelings to 
expofe the mother of his daughter to the 
cenfure of her father's friends : but as he 
forefaw the ferious confequences which might 
refult from temporizing with her, if fhe was 
as unprincipled .^s he had but too much 
reafon to fuppofe, he refolved to bring the 
matter to a fpeedy iflue. No longer the 
ardent lover ready to perform impofllbili* 
ties to obt9.in the favour of the woman h^ 
had once fo fervently adored, he could 
now calmly and difpaflionately review his 
and her paft condudt. Before marriage j[he 
had appeared an angel, in whom every per- 
feftion centered ; but he now found fhe had 
been guilty of levity and imprudence in 
encouraging, nay even noticing him. Situ- 
ated as he then was, and after fhe had, a$ 
he then fuppofed, blefTed him for life, what 
homage did fhe not exaft ! How often 
did fhe obliquely glance at the great faca- 
fice fhe had made at the ,fhrine of Love, 
and what a return fhe had made for his un* 

bounded 
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bounded confidence ! Therefore ought flie 
to efcape unpunifhed? Of what iniquity 
might not fuch a woman prove capable ? — 
No, he muft and would obtain a legal dif- 
folucion of fo diflionourable a connexion : 
he was therefore anxious for the lawyers' 
anfwer, but his fufpenfe no longer preyed 
upon his mind. Having brought himfelf, as 
he hoped, to think with perfed indiffer- 
ence of the Baronefs, he was prepared to 
expeft a divorce would be the refult of 
thofe enquiries he was fo fully determined 
to make ; therefore, ifoiot abfolutely happy, 
he was at leaft: tranquil : and the conti- 
nued endearments of the moft indulgent of 
parents, the lively friendfhip of Meredith, 
the love he bore his daughter, all com- 
bined to accelerate his cure ; and his "Welch 
Efculapius declared he would enfure him 
from a relapfe, provided he leit England 
before, the winter fet in. 

At laft the lawyers' anfwcr arrived. A 
letter from Fairfield was at the ftme time 

brought 
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brought to Clement ; but perceiidng it was 
from William, he threw it upon the table 
* while he read , the learned men's opinions. 
They were very prolix, and not very con* 
clufive. 

** The lady being a foreigner,and her eftates 
laying abroad, rendered it difficult to decide 
how to proceed. The marriage was un- 
doubtedly legal 3 they therefore thought the 
gentleman ought to refume the right he 
.had waved to the lady's eftates, and thus 
force the purchafers to join in his caufc ; 
becaufe Ibe might otherwife evade all his 
refearches, and thus render him liable to 
various future claims : the marriage ought 
therefore by all means to be made public, 
the lady's conduft muft then regulate the 
gentleman's in any fuit he might, wilh to 
commence in the Ecckfiaftical or other 
Courts," 

This was the fubftance of what the law- 
rei:s wrote, though they had entered into 

fo 
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fo many details, Clement was heartily fick 
of their unmeaning jargon ; but agreed, he 
believed he muft fo far follow their advice 
as to declare his right to her eftates, and 
force her to come forward to fupport the 
purchafers. 

He then took up William's letter, and 
found another inclofed, addreffed to " Mr. 
Davenport, Fairfield." 

'* A foreign band and poll-mark !" he 
exclaimed, with vifible furprife, and fome 
degree of agitation, haftily breaking the 
fcal, and reading ajoud — 

" Obliterate the paft from your memory ; 
enquiries will prove fruidefs, and only pre- 
vent a continuance of this correlpondence : 
— if you are prudent, you will comply with 
thcfe injunctions. The inclofed is merely 
an earneft of future favours, if your con- 
duft meets the approbation of thofc in* 
clincd to befriend you." 

A fifty 
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A fifty pounds bank ;iote had fallen upon 
the table while he was reading. *^ Who 
but Madame de Grand-Pre dare to treat 
me with fuch indignity ?" exclaimed the 
angry Clement. " And does fhe hope her 
paltry, or any bribe, will have the de fired 
efFeft ? But I prefume Ihe was fearful of 
fending more, left her bounty fhould aflift 
me in making thofe enquiries flie fo much 
dreads. I cannot exprefs the contempt I 
feel for myfelf, to think my election ihould 
have fallen lipon fuch a woman ! — How 
you muft defpife me, my dear father !" 

*^ Surely, my beloved, my adored Cle- 
ment,'* replied the fond father, terrified bjr 
his apparent agitation, catching him In his 
arms as he was proceeding towards a win- 
dow, ** you cannot require an anfwer to 
fuch a queftion; I fear you have but too 
much reafon to defpife, if not abhor, the' 
writer of ^that vile fcrawl ; but, for mine, 
•for your mother's fake, let me hope it wiir 
only haften your final determination. Sl>e 

is 
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is wholly undcferving the lenity you arc 
fo much inclined to Ihew hen'* 

The conflift in Clcment*s bofom for a 
few moments choaked his utterance ; he 
leant upon his father's (houlder, who, 
breathlefs, fo great was his anxiety for his 
health, could only prefs him in his arms in 
filence : while the Marchionefs and Mere- 
dith, no lefs afFefted, were ready to break 
out into invedives againft the woman they 
had never before fo cordially hated, 

" How well am I requited," faid Clement, 
raifing his head, and the fluCh of paflioa 
tinging his cheek, " for my undue concef- 
fions to a woman whofe own heart madp 
her fo incapable of appretiating my mo- 
tives ! — She feems to have miftaken me 
as much as I did hen — Could I ever, in 
my fober fenfes, put my honour into fuch 
a perfon's keeping, whofe narrow mind 
leads her to hope an injured hufband may 
be filenced by intereft ? or perhaps fhe has 

VOL. Ill, D fent 
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fcnt that magnificent prefent by way of a 
peace-ofFering to her confcience. I care 
not how foon I am upon the road to Swit- 
zerland. Her friend and flie have, no 
doubt, placed my late lenity to .want of 
fpirit. I certainly have given them reafon to 
form fuch a conclufion : I ought long fince 
to have afferted thofe claims which I have 
till this moment been unwilling to enforce; 
for I was never before fo convinced of the 
guilt of the didlator of that letter — it was 
not wrote by Madame de Grand-Pre," 

The Marchionefs had been pcrufing it with 
an indignation not much inferior to he|- fon's, 
who, releafed from his fond father's em- 
brace, requeiled once more ' to look at it, 
adding — 

*^ She was, it fhould feem, determined to 
convince me fhe was truly unworthy my 
regret'/' Glancing his eyes over it — " 20th 
of Auguft — I fhould fuppofc it was not dif- 

patched 
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patched immediately after Ihe wrote it, or 
rather had it wrote -, for I am fure it has not* 
lain at Fairfield. Gracious heaven ! could 
the defertion of fuch a woman prey upon 
my fpirits, undermine my conftitution, re- 
duce me, in Ihort^ to the brink of the 
grave? — She may well fuppofe me^ defi- 
cient in fpirit. Are you not, my dear mo- 
ther, afhamed of your fon ?'* 

" Are you feeking for compliments, my 
beloved Clement ? But whatever this mif- 
guided Baronefs may now be, I know ihe 
was generally admired and beloved before 
Ihe left Switzerland the firft time. Shall 1 
tell you from what authority I fpeak ?*' 
I long to know." 

Why then, curious as you muft fuppofe 
to learn every particular concerning a per- 
fon with whom there was a chance we 
might one day be acquainted, the Marquis 
wrote to the,Mr. Haller you mentioned as 
having been her banker, pretending a 
former acquaintance with the lady's Englifli 

D z anceftors 
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anceftors as an excufe for addrefling a 
total ftranger concerning the. lady in quef- 
tion. His anfvver — but you fhall fee it." 

•^ I can guefs the purport of it, my dear 
mother j I know he had a, very high opi- 
nion of the Baronefs ; his encomiums firft 
made me curious to fee her. He by no 
means fatisfaftorily accounted for her late 
conduft, I prefumcy or you would fooner 
have mentioned the circumftance ; all that 
remains to do, therefore, refts with me; and 
I repeat it, I care not how fo(^ I am upon 
the road to Switzerland." 

It was therefore fettled that the whole 
family fliould fetout for Fairfield the enfuinpj 
week, where they determined to fpend a 
fortnight, making occafional vifits to town, 
the Marquis wifliing to prefent his fon to 
his Sovereign, and his numerqus friends'; 
from thence they were to proceed in a body 
to Dover, crofs together of courfe, but 
at Calais they meant to feparate, as the 
Marquis, Marchionefs^ and the young Lady 

Maria, 
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Maria, whbm her grandmother did not 
chufe to leave in England, were to, proceed 
flowly to Avignon, while Clement and 
Meredith, taking Lifle in their road, from 
whence the letter, the former had fo lately 
received, came, were to proceed ts^ithouc 
delay to Laufanne; — when there, Cleni^nt 
meant, as before, to be guided by circurn- 
ftanccs, but not to leave Switzerland with- 
out putting matters in train to difcov.tt his 
wife's retreat, thus enabling "hifhfelf to in- 
ftitute ii ^ proper Tuit fcJr the recovery ijflifs 
liberty. 
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CHAP. IV* 



Sir JEREMY MANSEL learned their 
intentions pfleaving Wales with ferious regret* 
Meredith had long been one of his great 
favourites, and Clement was fo unafFefitcd> 
fo free from pride and blufter, and fo 
agreeable a companion, he was not lefs in 
his good graces. He promifed to write Mc-^ 
redith word when he brought the widow to 
capitulate, and affured them Beck fhould 
not have the decoration of the nuptial cham- 
ber, nor the ordering of the wedding 
fupper, adding, he meant to aik Lady Dy^ 
to be one of the bride-maids, and frequently 
fwore, if he was not in fuch a critical fitu- 
ation, he would accompany them abroad, for- 

he. 
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he longed to fee France, and was not fure 
whether he fhould not join them at Avig- 
non after the knot was tied ; as he was fo 
much accuftomed to their fociety, he fhould 
find Tregony, though he was in love, 
horridly dull when they were gone. 

The day before that fixed upon for 
their departure, he came running into the 
breakfaft parlour, panting for breath, 
hardly giving himfelf time to make his 
ever fhort compliments, before he ex- 
claimed — 

^* They are ofF, a hundred miles upon the 
jroad by this time. The village is all in an 
uproar. I left old ?arry dancing before 
•the blackfmith's, and curfmg the old wo- 
man. Lady Dy'saunt T mean, for very life." 
. . f*'Why furely her Ladyihip has not' 
■ eloped with his fon ?" afked the Marchio- 
nefs. 

"They are both miffing, my Lady. 
' Old Parry was capering, with a letter in. his 

p 4 hand. 
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hand, and fwearing the aunt was the con- 
triver of the d d fcheme, and that flie 

might maintain them when they returned ; 
for, he took his Maker to witaefs, he would 
never beftow a ihilling ujpon the ungracious 
varlet i — he worked hard for his money, 
wifliing to make a gentleman of his dearly 
beloved Hugh, but now he would leavecvcry 
farthing he is worth to fupporthofpitaU." • 

*^ What he fays now is not to be heeded,*' 
obferved the Marquis ; " he will never 
think of dijSnheriting an only fon in his 
cooler moments.** 

" I fhould not wonder if he did, my 
Lord Marquis ; he is as obftinate as he is 
ignorant, and he fwears he will not flcej) 
till he has altered his will.'* 

^' But how did they get off ?'* enquired 
Meredith. 

" On horfcback it is prefumed. Hugh , 
told his father and mother he was going to ' 
dine at the Graftons', inftead of which he 
met my Lady in fome by-place, and away 
they galloped. His not coming home be- 
fore 
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fore ih^ old folks retired, did not furprife 
them ; but when it was difcovered he had 
jiot flept there, they began to wonder ; and 
while they were debating the point, the 
blackfmith prefented himfclf with the letter 
I naentioned, whidi Hugh had left in his 
hands, with orders to deliver it this morn- 
ing. Then the game began ; he followed 
the man home, and there I left him, abufing 
both him and the aunt, md diverting the 
whole village at his expence.*' 

Clement fmiled expreflively at Meredith, 
who was rather forry he had been at all 
acceflary to the young man's folly ; but fe- 
rioufly aflured his coufin, the moment they 
were tete-a-tete^ he was by no means aware 
of this wife fcheme, which afforded a fund 
of converfation for the enfuing week< jind 
Lady Manfel an opportunity of pointing 
out the great impropriety of fuch matches to 
her darling Rebecca. 
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The following morning the Ormond fa- 
mily fet out for Fairfield, which they reach- 
ed on the fecond day to dinner. The* Mar- 
qiiis and Marchionefs were both delighted 
with the rural elegance that the houfe and 
grounds difplayed, particularly the altera- 
tions of Clement's planning; who, with 
renovated pleafure, in company with- his 
parents, retraced the fcenes of his child- 
hood, happy to recapitulate the nume- 
rous marks of affeftion he had received 
from the former owner of this beautiful 
little villa. ' 

The Marquis, whofe age rendered him 
very fufceptible of fatigue, chofe to dedi- 
cate the day after their arrival to repofe ; 
but the young men, having bufinefs in 
London, fet out the moment they had 
breakfafted, meaning to return to a fix 
o'clock dinner : for the fake of expedition 
they made ufe of poft-horfes, and had juft 
reached the fummit of a fteep hill, about 
half a mile from Paddington, when they 

perceived 
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perceived a large crowd of people^ ftill at 
fome diftance, but advancing with great 
apparent fpeed. Clement called to the 
poftillions to enquire what it meant; and 
in a few feconds were informed they were 
purfuing a mad bullock, now in fight. The 
boys, therefore, pulled up to the fide of the 
foot-path, to allow him plenty of room.- 

"S. 

_ % 

They had fcarcely flopped their horfes- 
before the gentlemen perceived two ladies 
running towards them, fcreaming through 
cxcefs of terror, without confidering they 
were for that very reafon much more likely 
to attrad: the notice of the animal which 
excited their dread. 

Senfible of their ' real danger, Clement 
haftily threw open the chaife-door, and, 
jumping out, almoft inftantaneoufty caught 
hold of the foremoft, who, unconfcious what 
flie did, fpriing into the carriage with very 
little of his affiftance : Meredith ran tQ- 
wards the other, who was fome way behind, 

D 6 and 
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and dragged her along juft in time to place 
iier by the fide of her friend before the fu- 
rious animal came up, who, making a mo- 
mentary ftand, increafed, if poflible, the 
ladies' terror, hardly yet thinking them- 
felves in fafety. 

Clement fliut the door, perceiving the 
beaft kept the road, and certain he could 
avoid him wthout running any great rifk 
fhould he make towards himi though 
the firft and youngefl- of tne ladies, notwith- 
ftanding Ihe was Hill in great fear for hcr- 
felf, was by no means infenfible of the 
. danger he .and Meredith fo voluntarily in- 
curred, and repeatedly requelled them to get 
into the carriage. The crowd of rabble 
which we're in purfuit, feemed as favage as 
the poor animal whofe malady they had 
produced, and were almoft as great 
objefts of terror to the ladies, whom Cle- 
ment and Meredith, the real danger being 
over, had now time to confider. 

The 
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The iirft was an elegantj and, what might , 
be termed, a very fine girl, between eigh- 
teen and nineteen ; the other appeared 
nearer forty than thirty, but afFcfted the 
moft youthful airs, and a degree of childilh 
bafhfqlnefs truly ridiculous : — ^though, anxi*- 
ous to imprefs her protestors with a high 
opinion of her confequence, (be began to 
lament dieir having ventured out without 
a fervant ; it was afting fo contrary to my 
Lady's ftridl orders, 

"Now do not be abfurd, Phillimore,'* 
replied her companion, ^' an army of fer- 
vants would have been of very little avail 
in fuch a conjunfture : thanks to thefe gen- 
tlemen, we have, at their rifk, efcaped un- 
hurt ; fo pray do not let us think of detain- 
ing them any longer." 

'^ I mufl: requeft, ladies, you would not 

think of getting out of the chaife, fright- 

"ened as you have been," faid Clement; 

*^ my friend and I are going to town j fa 

fliort a walk will do us both good, there- 

4 fore 
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fore permit me to give your orders to the 
poftillions." 

"You are much too obliging, Sir," 
replied the younger lady, "but 1 cannot 
think of availing myfclf of your confiderate 
offer; nay, I hardly think, had I been in 
my fenfes, I fhould have got into your car- 
riage, had I gueffed you meant to have ex- 
pofed yourfelf to the danger from which 
you fo kindly refcued us : but wc are really 
not far from home, therefore I muft'beg 
you will permit us to alight." 

" Yes, indeed wc muft, gentlemen,*' 
rejoined the friend, " for I hardly know 
whether our terror, which certainly incapa- 
citated me from attending to the propriety 
of the aftion, would appear a fufficient ex- 
cule to my Lady for thus accepting the pro- 
teftion of two abfolute ftrangers." 

This lady ran fo little rifk of incurring any 
danger from the attempts of the other fex, 
Clement could fcarcely refrain a fmile while 
he opened the carriage-door* 

Meredith, 
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Meredith, ftill more amufed by the im- 
plied fears of one of the plaineft women he 
had ever fcen, faid, " Had I been mafter 
of the carriage, my Lord, I would not have 
refigned fuch a prize fo tamely ^ I ftioulcj 
have taken advantage of thefe ladies' terror 
to ftrike into the great north road." . 

<c Why you have convinced us. Sir,,"" 
replied the youngeft, whom Clement wa^ 
handing out, '* the days of chivalry are 
not quite over. But, fufFer me once more 
to return my fincere thanks to your Lord- 
Ihip for afliftance I fhall ever with regret 
remember might have been attended witk 
fuch dangerous confequences to yaurfclf.'*^ 

Her companion was ftill more profufe 
in her acknowledgments upon this unex- 
peded difcovery of Clement's rank ; and 
was certain, when Lady Bellville heard the^ 
extent of their obligations to his Lordftiip, 
fhe would be anxious to add her thanks to 
thofe of her daughter. 



cr 
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** I am happy, Mifs Phillimore,** faid her 
fmiling friend, ** you fcem to tfiink in fa- 
vour of our proteftors. Now my mother 
would overlook tlic impropriety you juft 
hinted we had been guilty of, in not 
fuffering ourfelves to be tofled by thfe mad 
bull, rather than accept the afliftance of 
ftrangers. Gentlemen, I wifh you a very 
good morning,'* taking her companion's 
arm, and returning the way they came. 

Clemient and Meredith now refumed their 
feats, and purfued their journey. 

** A fine girl!" obferved the latter. 

"Yes, and very free from affectation," 
rejoined Clement, *' which, as Ihe appears a 
womai of fafhion, and is evidently of rank, 
is r o fmall praife. Mifs Phillimore, I pre- 
fume, is her gover^cfs, I almbft wonder 
they wer^ walking unattended." 

*' I prefume they live in or near Pad- 
dington," replied Meredith, who, in pulling 
the flaps of his coat from under him, felt 

a letter. 
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a letter he khew tnuft have been left by 
one or other of the ladies, which he inftantly 
produced, reading— 

" To the Honourable Mifs Bellville, 
Bellville Houfe, Piccadilly," 

" Come, it belongs to our favourite," he 
went on. — " A foreign poft-mark too 1 
Chamberry — it has travelled fome few miles. 
It is a woman's hand, fo it cannot be ^thc 
producflion of an adorer." 

" Do pray Hop the poftillions, and fend 
it after them," interrupted Clement, " they 
are ftiU in fight \ there, they have this mo- 
ment turned to the left." 

" Your Lordfliip may ndt be curious — I 
am. How do I know what difcoveries this 
paper may lead to ? — I want a wife, you 
know ; and I like Mifs Bellville well enough 
to wifh to know a little more of her ; 
.though, upon rcfledtion, ihe will not fuit 
me neither. She had no eyes but for your 
Lordfliip-^all her thanks were addreffed to 
you; and the woman I honour with my 
name, muft convince me Ihe prefers the cut 
of my face to that of every man breathing. 

Still 
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Still I Ihall read this letter," unfolding it 
while he was fpeaking. 

" That is being very ungenerous/' faid Cle- 
ment ; but, as he fmiled, his remonftrance 
had the lefs efFeft : and Meredith afked if he 
Ihould read it 'aloud — "Why now the mif- 
chief i$ done/' faid Clement, " and the lady 
may not give us credit for our forbearance — •*' 
" I will fave you any more excufes for 
being as Eveijh as myfelf," was the reply, 
beginning to read* — 



*' Chateau de Vermont y Auguft,;^. 

" MY BEST CAROLINE, 

" Your kind confolatory letter over- 
took me at Paris, How unfortunate I could 
not fee you before I left England ! -— You 
veryjuftly accufe me of incoherency in the 
hafty fcrawl I difpatched from London, to 
inform you of my approaching departure^ 
I hardly knew what I wrote^ — I will there- 
fore more minutely account for the date of 
thi^, Gonfcious you are convinced neceflity, 
not choice, has made me again an inhabitaw 
of one of the drearieft caftles in one oftbc 
bleakeft drearieft parts of Europe* 
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" Nine days before I left England, never 
perhaps to return, my fatl^er fent for me 
into his ftudy, (he was juft returned from 
Court), to inform me he was appointed am- 
baffador to the Court of Spain, and Ihould 
in confequence leave England in the courfe 
of a month. My aunt, who was alfo pre- 
fent, faid, as this event would haften her re- 
turn into Savoy, fhe hoped I fliould have 
no objeftion to accede to my father's 
wilhes and her hopes, (which were to the 
full as reafonable as the abfurd expeftation 
which brought her over), fimply then that 
I would give my hand to her darling fon,. 
the Noble Baron Corzola, a little Anglo 
Italian fop, not a twelvemonth older than 
myfelt 

*^ What my good aunt faw in his fa- 
ther, the Count de Vermont, I cannot take 
upon me to decide;— but I have no fault 
to find with her choice : all I requeft is the 
fame liberty (he was allowed. This I very 
gently reprefented to them both, alledging, 
1 did not feel that regard for the Baron I 

thought 
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thought it effential to my future happinefs 
to feel for the man I might be inclined to 
accompany to the altar. I had once before 
argued this point with my father, and had 
hoped he would have ceafed to prefs mc ; 
but the large fortune I inherit from my 
grandniother would be of too great ufe in 
repairing this fole remaining vcftige of the 
ancient grandeur of the Vermonts, not to 
induce my aunt to endeavour to appropriate 
it to fo laudable a purpofe : — befidcs, you 
know, when of age, I fliall be in a great 
meafure freed from all parental controul ; 
therefore who can blame niy father for too 
great an exertion of that power he is fo un- 
willing to rclinquifh ? In fhort, they chofe 
xo confider the friendly politenefs with 
which, out of compliment to my aunt, I 
have treated my coufin fince his arrival in 
England, as a proof he was by no means 
difagreeable to mc. Propriety, it fecms, 
not romance, ought to guide young women 
of my rank in their choice of a hufband 5 
and every thing, in their opinion, confpircd 

to 
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to render my coufin a moft eligible match. 
He was deeply enamoured with my charms, 
urged my aunt ; he would make an excel- 
lent hulband, pronounced my father. I 
aflented to the latter ajQTeveration, but ftill 
begged leave to decline confidering him 
in a nearer degree of relationlhip than wc 
now flood to each other. 

*^ My father fwore I Ihould never, by his 
confent> marry any other man 5 and infifted 
upon hearing my real objeftion to fuch an 
alliance, laying a particular ftrefs ' upon the 
word real. 

* We were of different nations/ I re- 
plied, * different religion, and far different 
in our fentiments ; in fhort, I never, with 
my own confent, would marry a foreigner.* 

" This was fpeaking, perliaps, too plain ; 
but could I'hefitate in fuch a cafe? — My 
father, more enraged than I had ever feen 
him, fwore he but too well gueffed my rr^/ 
reafon for difplaying fuch mifplaced obfVi-^ 
nacy ; but it fhould be his care to prevent 

me 
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mt from throwing myfelf away upon that 
low fellow Davenport."-— 

[Meredith made a fudden paufe, hardly 
crediting what he read, and then raifing his 
eyes, unconfcioufly fixed them upon the 
Earl, in expeftation of fome explana- 
tion ; who, with glowing cheeks, at- 
tempted to fmile, while he requefted him 
to proceed. Hardly knowing what he did, 
and fincerely repenting he had been fo 
curious, he obeyed.] 

" Surely, Caroline, there is a fort of ma- 
gical found in fome names ! What would 
I have given to have been able to hear the 
one I have of late hardly dared repeat to 
myfelf, unmoved ! In vain I endeavoured to 
conquer my agitation, and filence my beat- 
ing heart. I hefitated, ftammered, which 
encouraged my father to proceed in the 
fame ftrain, till, roufed by a repetition of 
fimilar charges, I coolly faid,« Whatever opi- 
nion you may entertain of your daughter, 

my 
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my Lord, believe me ftie is in no danger 
of forfeiting your efteem by forming a 
connedion with the low fellow you allude 
to.' — The difgraceful epithet had particu- 
larly .offended me, as even my father 
could allow. ,he was a moft elegant young- 
man before he took it info his head I had 
difpofed of my heart in his favour, — 

*^ You know — " I was proceeding, when 
my father flopped me Ihort, telling me he 
was returned to England, and he knew what 
I was aiming atj but he would take care I 
ihould not forfeit his efteem in the way I - 
mentioned, as whether or not I chofe to 
comply with his and my aunt's wilhes, I 
fhould return with her into Savoy : there, he 
knew, I fliould be fafe during his abfence ; 
and if I ftill continued averfe to my coufm, 
at Vermont, I Ihould be in no danger of 
forming a lefs eligible connexion. I knew 
it would be a vain attempt to endeavour 
to make him revoke this decree, though, 
as you write me, he might have found 
many . more eljgible fituations for me in 

England 5 
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England ; and I cannot believe he ferioufly 
entertains any fears refpeAing Davenport. 

" Now we are upon the fubjeft, pray en- 
deavour to learn if he really is returned. My 
aunt has kindly told me Ihe has heard he 
was married, and dying of a broken heart, 
owing to the defertion of his wife. What 
a fliallow tale ! The firft part I might have 
credited, for I am certainly not Angular in 
my admiration of one of the fineft open 
countenances, and moft .elegant forms, I 
ever beheld ; and truft me, Caroline, the 
mind, the temper, and the underftanding 
do not difgrace features and a figure I ihall 
ever confider as the criterion of manly 
beauty. Therefore what woman could defert 
fuch a man? — Why was not he born to that 
coronet my ape of a coufin difgraces ?•— 
Think you I Ihould have objeded to his 
country, or his religion, in that cafe ? — Ex-^ 
cufe me, deareft Caroline,— you have never 
been in love, but you never faw Clement 
Davenport; nor do I wifh youfhould; — for 
if you was to tell mc you had, and that he 

anfwered 
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anfwered my defcription, I fliould be — 
but I will not write another word upon the 
filly fubjed/'— 

** Shall I read any more, my Lord ?'* 
alked Meredith, with peculiar archnefs in his 
looks. 

" Oh, I am perfeftly fatisfied," replied 
Clement ; " only turn to the name of the fair 
lady who does me fuch undeferved ho- 
nour." 

" Have you no idea who it is ?*' enquired 
his friend, with ii^creafing archnefs, per- 
ceiving Clement's colour was greatly height- 
cned, while he faid, *^I prefume you know 
as well as myfelf that the Earl of Greville is 
now Qur Ambaffador at Madrid ?" 

"I do, and that the letter I have. forced 
you tO' liften to, was written by his daughter. 
Lady Augufta Cameron, whom I am rather 
inclined to believe you have feen," 

*^ You deferve infinite credit for fuch a 
difcovery. Have you ever ha4 that advan- 
tage V' 

vo)i. Ill, £ Situated 
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Situated as Clement was, Meredith could 
not rally him as he , would have wifhed, 
therefore merely replied in the' negative, 
adding, '^I have heard Lord Ormond men- 
tion her father as being a true courtier, 
and a great admirer of the ladies. She has 
a brother, who isjiowupon his travels, if I 
miftake not. But who is this Countefs of 
Vermont (he mentions P'** wifning to draw 
Clement on, being curious to learn how he 
became acquainted with the family. 

" The Earl's fifter, and Lady Augufta's 
aunt. She married the Count while he was 
upon an embafly at our Court; fhe was 
very poor, and he was-fuppofed to be very 
rich ; but I have never feen either her or 
her fon. Lady Augufta's maternal grand- 
mother, from whom fhe inherits the faf t,une 
ihe mentions, refided near Fairfield — I will 
Ihew you thehoufe as we return; and as 
her Ladyfliip loft her mother before Ihe 
was Maria's agfe, the Countefs of Belmont 
brought her up, Mrs. Davenport was in 

habits 
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Habits of intimacy with that lady, and, 
while a child, I fometinies* attended her 
upon thofe vifits. As I grew up, indeed' 
foon after I was turned of twelve years old,^ 
for reafons I could not at that time fathom, 
Ihe always left me at home when (he paid' 
her refpefts to the Dowager, who removed 
to London with her young charge much 
about that period 5 and from that time till 
within fix months of Mrs. Davenport's 
death, I never faw her lovely grand-daugh- 
ter. But the Countefs, not being well, re- 
turned about that time to Belmont Lodge, 
and I then fometimes, either in my walks or 
rides, ufed to meet my former playfellow, 
who is three years younger than myfelf : 
fhe was a beautiful child, and I greatly re- 
gretted her removal to London ; but when 
fhe again appeared upon our horizon, was 
it in nature fuch a low fellow as myfelf fhould 
even fancy he was diftinguiflied by an EarFs 
daughter ? — But, as Ihe very juftly obferves, 
no more of the filly fubjeft. I once thought 
love 'could not exift without hope : — but 
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give me her letter, and let me rcqueft, as 
it was evidently not written for our perufal, 
that you will, as fpc;edily as poflible, forget 
the contents.'* 

** I will endeavour to obey you/* was the 
reply, " but I cannot help thinking Mifs 
Bellville had a prefentiment you were the 
very man Ihe was forbid to admire."- 

** A truce with your raillery, and the 
fubjeft, Meredith j of all men upon earth, 
I have leaft rcafon to be vain. Madame 
de Grand-Pre once, no doubt, faw me wirh 
very favourable eyes ; I can only fuppofe I 
do not improve upon intimacy. But I prc- 
fume this is Drmond Houfe ?" 

The poftillions were drawing up to a houfe 
in St. James's-Square. 

/' Precifely," replied Meredith. 

In a few minutes the fmall eftablifhmeht 
the Marquis generally left in town had their 
curiofity gradfied by a fight of their young 

Lord, 
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Lord,'^ who foon finiflbed the bufinefs which 
had brought him to London, and, accord* 
ing to promife, pointed out Belmont Lodge 
to Meredith on their return i but as he did 
not mention their mb'tning's rencontre to 
th4 Marquis and Marchionefs, his friend 
preferved the. fame filence. 

During the enfuing fortnight, the Earl 
was prefented at St. James's, and received 
the perfonal congratulations of all his Hcrt- 
fordfhire neighbours. In addition to his 
family name, he continued to bear his be- 
loved benefaftrefs's, and quartered her arms 
with thofe of the Ormond's upon his own 
carriages, ever anxious to difplay the refpe€t 
he bore her memory. 

The Marquis, while in town, put him in 
poffeffion of his grandfather's fortune, and, 
contrary to his earneft wifhes, fettled one 
half of his own income upon him, including 
all his landed property, his Welch eftate 
.excepted i — he therefore thus early became 

E 3 one 
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.one of the richeft Peers in, England^ and 
totally independent of his excellent father, 
who foon found he had rather ftrengthened 
than leffened his authority, as Clement re- 
queftcd his advice upon every occafions 
and. ever made it a rule to conform to it. 



GHAP. V, 



j(\T the appointed time they fet out for 
Dover, and, after a very pleafant paflage, 
feparated with regret at Calais. The Mar- 
quis travelled with his own hoi-fes, and a fuite 
becoming his fuperior rank ; Clement and 
his companion purfued their journey poft in 
the former's chaife, their valets following 
in Meredith's, with three outriders. They 

flcpt 
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flept the firft night at Caffel, and reached 
Lifle between two and three in the after- 
noon the next day. They had been re- 
commended to the Hotel de Bourbon ; thi- 
ther therefore they drove, their courier 
having preceded them to fecure proper 
accommodations. French poftillions are 
fure to let every body know when they are 
well paid, ,and were at that time particularly 
partial to driving d. Mi Lord ^nglois ; they 
therefore made fuch a noife with their whips 
when they turned under the gateway of the 
Hotel, that they difturbed a large party of 
Officers, Englilh, and other travellers, who 
had dined at the Table d'Hote, or ordi- 
nary, and brought them to the door of the 
room in which they were affcmbled, to take 
a furvey of people whom the general buftle 
announced^ to be travellers of great con- 
fequence. 

Clement alighted firft, and was not a 
little furprifed to recognize, among the 
crowd, which chiefly confifted of French 

E 4 . Officers 
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Officers belonging to the garrifon, his two 
quondam Dijon acquaintances, in Britifh 
regin\entals, which befpoke them of fbmc 
rank in the army. Meredith perceived his 
aftonifhment ; but afked no queftions till 
they reached their apartment, which was at 
once fpacious and commodious^ and com- 
manded a very good view of the Grande 
Place, orfquare. 

Having iffued their orders about dinncr> 
the landlord left the room 5 and Clement 
mentioned where and when he had formerly 
feen the two fwaggering bucks in queftion. 

** And do you think they recoUeftcd 
you?" afked Meredith. 

*^ I rather think they did ; but they cer- 
tainlv were not in the army when we laft 

met.'* 

" Nor are they now I dare be fworn,** re- 
joined Meredith. *' A regimental is a con- 
venient travelling drefs, and procures the 
wearer more rcfped than they would meet 

with 
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wiA in any other. Thcfc frontier towns 
are generally infefted with crowds of lo^ 
Britifh, not a degree better than fwindlers, 
who ajSlimc any difgirife likely to procure 
them credit. But hark ! they feem to be at 
high words below 3^' opening the door. 

Clement, who was equally as curious, 
followed him out, and both took their fta- 
tions upon the landing-place, from whence 
without being feen, they could hear all that 
pafled below. 

" Depofit the money," cried, as they 
fuppofed, a French Officer. 

" I have not fo much about me," replied 
the fhorteft of the Engliflimen ; ** you can- 
not doubt my honour. Major ? I repeat 
my words, the. young fellow who firft 
alighted is only a valet, or gentleman out of 
livery; I do not pretend to dilpute the 
other's being a Lord." 

" There's for you V* whifpercd Mere- 
dith, highly amufed. 

J 5 Clement 
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Clement fmiled, and they continued to 
Hften. 

. None of the French Oifficers could be- 
lieve this affertion. The young man's drefs, 
manners, and appearance were far fuperior 
to thofe of a valet ; befides, he was much 
too familiar with his companion, whom 
they had all remarked even gave hirri the 
fas. They would not affirm he v^as a 
Lord, but they would lay any wager he was 
in no fervile fituation. 

"Done! done!" repeated the two Englifli- 
men. 

> ^- 

Various bets were now made, and the 
Engliftimen again pledged their honour-for 
the forthcoming of their money. It now 
only remained to decide the queftion. The 
Earl's fervants had been too bufily em- 
ployed about the carriages, which had 
drove forwards into the court, to attend to 
the dilpute, which being befides carried. oa 

A • in 
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in French, was much beyond fome of their 
comprehenfion. 

The French Officers propofcd referring 
the matter to the landlord i if he could not 
fatisfy them, they muft have recourfe to the 
fervants. 

The landlord was accordingly fummpned, 
and a Knight of St. Lewis, who had hitherto 
remained neuter, was defired by both par- 
Ities to put the queftions, which he did in 
a very few words, fimply enquiring whe- 
ther the young man, wjio had alighted firft, 
was in the other's fuite. 

« 

" Not he . truly,'* replied the landlord. 
" I will not be pofitive, but I think he is 
my Lord i the courier however told 
me they were coufins ; fb if he is not my 
Lord, he is a very great man." 

"There, gentlemen, there!" re-echoed 
the Officers, *' I hope you will acknowledge 
you have loft i the point in debate was not 

e6 whether 
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whether he was a Lord, but whether he was 
a valet, or a gentleman/* 

"And I repeat my former affcrtion, gen- 
tlemen,'* faid one of the Engliftimen, ** this 
young fellow, whatever name he may now 
bear, or whatever rank he^ may have af- 
fumed, was originally nothing more than a 
valet. Captain Lucas and myftlf faw him 
no very long time fince at Dijon, in Bur- 
gundy, and I will take my oath he was then 

only courier to^ a Swifs Baronefs. From 

• 

fome obfervations we made at the time, I 
rather think that lady may have made his 
fortune ; but, as to his being a Britifh Peer, 
or even related in the moft diftant degree 
to one, is a moft abominable falfity : — -fo 
look jto it, landlord ; for, by your account, I 
begin to think you have got a couple of 
fwindlers in your houfe." ' . 

" That may be, gentlemen," replied the 
landlord ; " but they are not up ftairs P* 

This' cutting retort caufed a general 

laugh among the Officers, who again in- 

5 fitted 
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fifted upon being paid. The Englifhmen 
had fhiftcd their ground, and gone from thd . 
original difpute ; but they would queftion 
the fervants belonging to the new comers, 
and if they confirmed the laiidlord's ftory, 
they fhould infift upon being paid. 

I 

The Knight of St. Lewis, who now took 
a decided part in the conteft, happened to 
ipeak very good Englifh ; he therefore ad- 
vanced into the court, to addrefs the valet^. 
Clement's man, who thought himfelf of 
equally as much confequence ' as any one 
prefent, hardly fufFered the Kni^t to put 
his former queftion, before he exclaimed — 



xt 



V 



In the fuite of the other gentleman ! 
My mafter, the Earl of EUefmere, in any 
one's fuite ! I do not know what you mean 
by aiking fuch a queftion. Sir. — He is one 
of the firft and richeft Peers in Great Bri- 
tain, the only fon to the Marquis of Or- 
mond.'* 

« Tis 



« 
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" 'Tis falfe,'* roared out both Englifli- 
men, ^'falfe as hell!" 

" I repeat my words," continued one, 
''we faw him about two years fmce a fer- 
vant — yes, a fervant," perceiving the ge- 
neral aftonifhment his aflertion created 
among the Earl's fuite -, " but I fuppofe you 
are all Lords in turn." 

That their mafter had ever been in fuch 
a fituation not one of his men believed, 
though they knew he had not long been a 
Lord ; and they were refolved, at all events, 
right or wrong, to defend his caufe. It may 
therefore be fuppofed with what acrimony 
they retorted fuch a charge, daring them to 
repeat their words at the rifle of having all^ 
their teeth knocked down their throats. 

" I ftiall certainly be called upon," faid 
Clement, in evident perturbation, "and 
what can I fay, without deviating from 
truth, which will not confirm every thing 

thofe ' 
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thofe fellows have advanced ? In how many 
fhapes docs my pad folly crofs my path !" 

" Fof heaven's fake do not let any thing 
fuch wretches can fay, difturb you/' replied 
Meredith. " Should you be called upon, 
merely tell the fellows you will anfwer quef- 
tions when they have informed you by what 
autliority they wear regimentals, and refer 
the Officers to the banker mentioned in 
your circular letter of credit/' 

The difpute meantime grew more vio-^ 
lent than ever ; the French Officers, th? 
landlord, and all the people belonging to 
the houfe, fided with the fervants. Two 
remarkably elegant poft-chaifes, the one 
decorated with a coronet and fupport- 
crs, were fuch proofs of the rank and 
opulence of their mafters, that Captain Lucas 
and Major Hunt, as they ftyled themfelves, 
met with no credit. The Earl ought. to 
be applied to, the French gentlemen . de- 
clared; fuch fcandalous afleirtions made them 

defcrvir^g 
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deferving the moft exemplary punifhment j" 
judging Clement after their own hearts. 

The Englilhmen put no faith in this ex- 
pedient : there was no doubt l;ie would fup- 
port the parcel of fcoundrels he mainr* 
tained, they obferved ; — but their own fcr- 
vant could vouch for the truth of what they 
had advanced. He was immediately lum- 
moned from his dinner, in the kitchen, to 
thejcene ofaftion. His Jliafterswere both 
eager to fpeak, but the landlord chofe to 
be orator — 

'* Did you fee two gentlemen alight from 
that coronet carriage, friend?'* 

" Yes— what of that. Sir ?" 

" Did you ever fee either of them be* 
fore ?'^ 

" Not thati know of 5 why do you alk ?** 

** There, gentlemen, there,'* exclaimed 
the OfEicers, " what have you to fay now ? 
This is a witnefs of your own chufing !— *. 
Settle your wagers without lofs of time, or 
leave Liflc within the hour !— You firft ha- 

• zardcd. 
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zarded a rafli aflertion, and have endea- 
voured, by the mod fcandalous means, to 
fupport it, to avoid paying debts you are 
fcnfible you have incurred : prove your- 
felves men of honour by immediately com- 
plying with our demands, or never more 
publicly fliew your faces in this town/' 

Without attending to thefc ferrous re- 
monftrances, they^ again appealed to their 
fervant — 

'* Would you pretend to fay, Robert, 
you did not fee the youngeft of the gen- 
tlemen who alighted from that carriage, at 
Dijon with a Swifs kdy ?'* 

** 1 cannot take upon me to fey whether 
I did or not, Sir ; you had more reafon to 
remember him than I had. He did not 
fling tnc into the horfe-trough, you will 
pleafe to recoUeft !" 

An immoderate and, for fome time, ge- 
neral burft of laughter fucceeded this ex- 
planation. 
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planation. No one now affefted to difcredit 
their having feen the Earl before ; and the 
Officers, when they could fpeak, fwore they 
would ferve them the fame if they hefitated 
a moment longer to confefs they had loft. 

Clement's valet, bolder than ever, de- 
clared himfelf ready to inflift the intended 
punifhment upon them i but fwore he would 
firft tofs them in a blanket if they did not 
inftantly retraft their bafeaffertion. Utterly 
unable to comply with the Officers* de- 
mands upon t,heir purfe, the heroes had no 
alternative but to perfift in their ftory, 
which they repeated with additional cir- 
cumftances ; till, enraged beyond all endu- 
rance, the valet caught up a pail of dirty 
water, that was ftanding near the kitchen 
door, in which, during the conteft, the fcul- 
lion had been fcaling fome fifli for the 
Earl* and Meredith's dinner, and flung 
it in the orator's face, fwearing he Ihould 
fwallow his words, and that too. 

'V: The 
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The figure the fmart buck now cut, may 
be better imagined than defcribed, and the 
mirth was more vociferous than ever. The 
various remarks were fo truly ludicrous, 
Clement and Meredith were not among the 
leaft amufed. All the fpeftators regretted 
it was not cartdle-light, becaufe the fifh- 
fcales would then have fhone with redou- 
bled luftre ; and every one applauded the 
fcrvant 5— he could not have given them a 
greater proof, the Officers laid, had any 
been wanting, of his mafter's rank, not for- 
getting to remind the fuflferer that he had 
jttdt yet fetded his debts of honour, 

■ Half „^ with v«a.o„, .d dH„„ .„ 

their laft refource, they infilled upon being 
confronted with the Earl ; if he denied the 
truth of what they had advanced, they would 
qonfent to pay the money. As for the valet, 
they would hear what his matter chofe to 
fay, before they proceeded to lay their 
complaints againft him. 



^i ^ 
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Meredith, who had long expcftcd the 
final decifion would be referred to Clement, 
haftily faid, while the Officers were fettling 
who fhould put fo ftrange a queftion to a 
gentleman— 

" There is but one way to turn the tables 
upon thefe infolent fellows i let us go down, 
acknowledge the noife drew us out of the 
room, and that we have overheard part of 
the difpute, and infift upon thofe wretches 
accompanying us to the Commandant's to 
give an account of themfelves. They e vi- , 
dently are people of no charafter, and will 
eafily afford us an opportunity to difplay 
our lenity." 

Clement followed his advice without he- 
fitation. The moment they came in fight, 
A fort of general filence prevailed, while the 
Earl thus addrcfled them — 

•• The recent difpute," gentlemen, has 
been carried on in too high a key to make 

it 
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it neceffary for me to apologize for. having 
overheard great part of what has palled: 
it has become fo ferious, that I mufl re- 
queft you would all accompany me to the 
Commandant's, as I am determined to know 
who thefe Britifh Officers are who have 
chofe to take upon themfelves to doubt my 
right to the title I bear. May I requeft 
fome of you, gentlemen, would be our 
guide ?'' 

This was a ftrokc the Engliflimen found 
it impoffible to parry. Perfeftly aware of 
the confequence of the intended viOt, they 
law but One method of extricating them- 
felves from this very unexpeded dilemma, 
having utterly forgot, in ;heir eagernels to 
lower Clement, they could by no means 
fupport their own claims to the rank they 
had allumed. They therefore inftanciy ac- 
knowledged, with vifible marks of trepi- 
dation, that they had been totally miltaken 
with regard to his perfon : had they taken a 
fccond glance when he alighted^ they fhould 

not 
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not have perfiftcd in their unpardonable 
error : — and, far from complaining of 
Watfon, who gloried in their humbled looks, 
they offered to make any apologies the Earl 
fhould think adequate to their indifcretion. 

Convinced they were what Meredith had 
fufpefted, and the hofl: had hinted, namely, 
fwindlers, Clement was not forry they had> 
afforded, him fo excellent an opportunity 
of punifhing them the fecond time ; there- 
fore, declaring he fhould feel no pleafure 
in expofingtwo countrymen, much as they 
might deferve it, he bowed to the French 
Officers, who all refpeftfuUy returned the 
compliment, and went up flairs ^ where he 
had a very hearty laugh with Meredith, who 
was prognoflicating that the difcomfited' 
heroes muft make as hafly a retreat from 
Lifle, as they had done from Dijon, when a- 
rap at their door rather checked their mirth. 



" Come in,*' cried Meredith. 



One 
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One of the fuperior French OiEcers, 
though a very young man, made his appear- 
ance, and apologized with that graceful 
eafe peculiar to his nation for having dif- 
turbed them ; but he came in the name of 
the whole corps, to requeft his Lordfhip 
would ftep to the windows, which looked 
into the fquare. He readily complied, and' 
could not forbear once more joining in the 
general mirth upon perceiving his two 
Dijon friends feated in two fmall carts, 
each drawn by three large dogs, (which are 
ve^y common in that town, and generally 
^ufed to convey coals and wood about the 
city), fet'ting off from the door, attended 
by an amazing concourfe of people, headed 
by the inferior Officers, who, by way of 
punifhing them for not' having money 
enough to anfwer their debts of honour, 
drove them three* times round tKe fqi^are, 
and finally to the city gates, where they 
forced tKerh to alight, arid defired them to 
leave the town, prornifing ta fend their 
fervant and baggage after them -, ric5r was it 

without 
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without infinite difficulty they were prc^ 
vailed upon to permit them to return to the 
Hotel to fettle with the landlord. 

The triumph of Clement's fervants was 
complete ; but he felt fome compunftion, 
rafcals as they were, at having been in a 
manner forced to make himfelf a party in 
the quarrel. Meredith declared they had 
met with no more than what they defervcd; 
and it was an aft of juftice to expole luch 
wretches, who fupported the appearance of 
gentlemen, merely by preyinjg upon the 
young and unwary ; he therefore thought a 
highwayman a man of honour, in compa* 
rifon. 

Clement agreed they were not to be 
pitied, and was not forry they had been fb 
ready to retfaft what they had advanced^ 

" They were caught in their own fnare,'*. 
Meredith obferyeds **they thought they 
had be tted at a certainty/* 

The 
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The appearance of their dinner put an 
end to the converfation ; and, after they 
had finifhed, they walked to the poft-office. 
Clement enquired for the mafter ; and, pre- 
ftnting him the letter he imagined came 
from the Baronefs,'alked him if he could 
gueis who had put it in the poft, pre- 
fuming, as it contained a note of fuch va- 
lue, and the inland pqftage mull have been 
paid to Calais, he might have remarked the 
perfon he received it from. The man very 
juftly obferved, that fo many Englifti letters 
paffed through his hands, it was impoflible 
for him to recoiled the people who brought 
them. The date of. this one did not re- 
mind him of any particular cirgumftance. 

Any further enquiries, Clement thought, 
would be equally fruitlefs, as the contents 
of the very letter which had led to this, 
gave him reafon to fuppofe the Baronefs had 
taken every precaution to evade his re- 
fearches, and was, very probably, far diftant 
frbm Lifle, notwithftanding her letter came 

VOL. III. F from 
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from thence. The only fure method of 
forcing her to difcover her retreat, was to 
apply to her fteward, and to declare his 
marriage ; he was even determined to let 
alide the fale he had countenanced, rathei* 
than continue in his prefent ftate of fuf- 
pence. 

They therefore proceeded with all expe^ 
dition to Paris, where they refolvcd to 
fpend only one night ; but as they arrived 
early in the afternoon, and had taken up 
their quarters at an hotel very near the 
Theatre de Monfieur, then newly btiilty 
curi'ofity carried them thither in the even- 
ing. 

The firft aft of the play was over before 
they got there; — this they thought of litttt 
confcquence, but had fcarcely taken their 
feats before their box-door was again open- ' 
ed, tod Meredith received a fmart pat upon 
the fhoulder, which made him turn his 
head, and exclaim, in a tone of furprife— ^ 

'' I litdc 
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•'1 little expefted to fee the Earl of 
Harold at Paris ! How is your Lordfliip ?* • 

Clement, who had alfo looked round, 
thought he had feldom feen a finer figure 
than Lady Diana Parry's brother j his 
handfome countenance befpoke a fort of 
daring intrepidity/ which rendered it more 
ftriking than pleafing : he was a^JioutMe- 
jrcdith's age, and drefled with the moft fcru-^ 
pulous obfervance of the ^peigning falhion j 
ilill his commanding afpeft, and truly Her-- 
culean foxmi fcreened him from the appel- 
lation of a fop. 

Having expreffcd his pleafure at unex- 
pcftedly meeting his friend Edwin, as he 
called Meredith, he enquired how long he 
had been in Paris, whether he was come to 
make any ftay, &c. &c. adding, without ' 
waiting for an anfwer— 

" I am upon the wing for the South ; I 
am but juft come from Spa. Lady Harold 

F 2 fancied 
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fancied thofe famous waters were fovereign 
fpecifics indiforders of the imagination.** 

*^ In polite terms, I prefume, her Lady- 
fliip is nervous ?" replied Meredith. *' But 
pray how long have you been married ? 
Am I too late to offer the ufual congratu- 
lations upon fuch occafions ?" 

" Oh! no more joy, I requeft ; but I am 
aftonifhed my marriage fliould not have 
found its way into the Englifh papers, fa 
frequently as they have amufed the public 
at my expence.'* 

" Why it was reported in fome of the 
morninej prints. I am happy to find it is 
true ; for I dare fay your Lordfhip has made 
fo prudent a choice, no one will venture 
to condemn you for having parted with your 
liberty." 

*' In my place, Meredith, I think, you 
would have done the fame. A very rich, 
and very handfome girl tell in love with 
the cut of my 'face i and, though not abfo- 
lutelyan Engliih woman, out of j- are com- 
paflion I offered her my handi and, if ihc 

was 
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was not my wife, I Ihould be tempted to 
fwear flic is the fincft woman in Europe ! 
But (fpeaking in a whifper) who is your 
companion ?*' 

'' The Earl of EUefmere/' replied Me- 
redith, in the fame tone j " I prefume I need 
not add he is only fon to the Marquis of 
Ormond.'* 

" No, no. Dy. wrote me a long account 
of his being reflored to the old folks. — 
A^froposj flie has been your neighbour 
during the fummer ; but before you tell me 
any thing about her, introduce me to your 
coufin." 

*' Upon condition you prefent me to the 
Countefs?** 

*^ Agreed j for upon my foul I am neither 
jealous, nor afliamedof my wife/* 

" Then allow me to prefent you to the 
Earl of EUefmere . ' * 

The introduftion having taken place. 
Lord Harold reverted again to his fifterj 

F 3 acknow- 
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acknowledgi ng he had never anfwcrcd her 
laft letter, which was of rather an old date« 

*' Then you have not heard of licr mar- 
riage ?" faid Meredith. 

•' Not I, by Jove ! — For heaven's fake, 
who has (he picked up ? — Some curious 
Wclchman though, no doubt ; but is he 
rich?'* 

^' He is the only fon of a neighboM: of 
mine, reputed to be amazingly fo/* 

." Then I will write this very evcfting to 
wifii her joy. But do tell me all about it j 
I am impatient to learn the particulal«.** 



Mereditli readily obliged him. 

*' So fo. But you do not think thfc furly 
• old fellow is in earneft ? What dilinh'erit 
an only fon for marrying into one of the 
firft families in England?" 

** Though a Welchman, my Lord, he 
lays no ftrcfs upon his pedigreie. But fince 
you have married fo well, perhaps if you 

would 
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■ifiovid write to him, and give him fomc 
hopes that you would make up for your 
fiftcr'sdeficicncy in point of fortune, he might 
relent." 

" Faith, not I, Edwin. Dy. is old enough 
to know what flie was about; and I can 
find much better ufes for my wife's, or ra- 
ther my fortune, than to throw it away as 
•you recommend. Let them look to the old 
fellow; he o^ght tofupport them. If the 
young one has any fpi^it, he will knock his 
old Welch caftle about his ears, and bury 
him and his will ih the ruins." 

*^ Your Lordfhq> had better affift the 
youhg couple with your advice." 

*' No, ho, Edwin j I fliall leave them to 

take thtit own courfe ; I fhall hear from 

them foon enough if they know where to 

direft to me, for I was fool enough to write 

"Dy. word I had made an excellent match/' 

Clement with difficulty fupprefled his 
contempt upon hearing fiich fcntiments 
openly avowed. Turning, however, wholly 

F4 from 
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from the iTpeakcr, he endeavoured to tranf- 
fer his attention to the ftagc -, while Mere- 
dith alked if the Countefs was in the houfe. 

*' No, I left her at a hotel, in the Faux- 
bourg St. Germaine 5 for, joking' apart, I 
have my doubts whether I (hall not be a 
widower too foon for my intereft. Matri- 
mony does not feem to agree with the 
Countefs, who is abfolutely in a fort of 
melancholy way, which the phyficians tell 
me is the forerunner of a decline j and thofe 
confounded Spa waters have rather done her 
harm than good : then, to mend the mat- 
ter, fhe is as obflinate as a mule. But I 
hope a winter in the South of France will 
fet her upon her legs again. She rather 
wifhed to have accompanied me this even- 
ing; but, like an affedtionate hufband, *I. 
reprefented the rifle fhe ran of catching 
cold, which might, . in her weak ftate, be 
attended with dangerous confcquences : — 
but, as I have no objcftion to her feeing 

company 
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company at home, will you, gentlemen, give 
me your company to fupper?" 

Clement had taken fuch a diflike to his new 
acquaintance, that Meredith, who had con- 
fulted his looks, politely declined the in- 
vitation } they therefore took leave of each 
other at the play-houfe door. 

"I once thought," faid Meredith, ''the 
Jftar of Lord Harold*s greatqcfs was fet, 
never to rife again; but I find, like many 
raiore of his former acquaintance, I was 
miftaken in my conjeftures : though I pre- 
fume his wife's fortune, if it is in his power, 
will foon take the road of his paternal in- 
heritance; for a more diflipated, unprin- 
cipled, extravaga^nt rake never graced the 
Britifh annals of fafhion. We were fchool- 
fellows at Eton, and fpent fome time toge- 
ther at the Univerfity; but his Lordfliip 
had made his retreat to the Continent be- 
fore I returned from the Grand Tour> in 
confcquence of having fpent every fliilling 

F5 ht 
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he could r^ife lipoh his cftates and futurt 
expeftations ; — he has therefore, moft pro*' 
bably, impofed upon fome IiUy credulous 
woman, who, I am apt to think, from his 
accoiiht, already fevereJy repents having 
placed her happinefs in his keeping." 

^* I ntver yet heard a man glory fd 
openly in his own bafencfs/' replied Cle- 
ment ; *' but he is really fo fine a "figure, I 
cannot fo much wonder at his having re- 
trieved his fortune by matrimony : — how- 
ever, little as I have ftcn of him, I fin- 
cerely pity the poor woman who has fallen 
to his fhare/' 

" If he only turns her into ridicule," re- 
plied Meredith, " fhe may efteem herfelf 
very fortunate -, but depend upon it if flic 
has cither common fenfe, or common feel*- 
itjgs, fhe muft be miferable with fuch ft 
charafter. He did right in marrying a fo- 
reigner J for I think no Englifh worhan' of 
fortune would have accepted of his .tiflc. 
Yet he can be, and always was, though a ' 
clangerous, a very pleafant companion 
4 among 
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SUnotig his own fex ; but he muft be 
llrai^ljr altered if he makes a good huf- 
hand." 

A more agreeable fubjeft was then ftarted 
hy ihutual confent ; and the following morn- 
irtg they proceeded on their journey. 



CHAP. VI. 



V/LEMEflT felt none of his former iiii- 
patience to reach Laufannc, as, notwith- 
ilanding every thing which had been agreed 
upon, he was exceedingly undecided how 
to aft when he arrived there. To declare 
•Ifis marriage, he feared, would be only 
to proclaim his diflionour. Perhaps the 

F 6 knowledge 
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knowledge of his rank might engage the 
Dubois's to betray their truft; to thenij 
therefore, he would firft apply, 

Meredith, who readily conceived how 
unwilling he was to enter upon fo irkfome 
a tafk, advifed their fpending a few days 
at Geneva, previous to their vifiting cither 
the Dubois's or the fteward, who was to 
be appealed to en dernier rejfort^ it being 
very poflible they might gain more in- 
telligence concerning the Baronefs from 
indifferent people, than from her former 
friends and connexions. 

Clement liked the notion, as he Ihould, 
at all events, by this means, learn the ge- 
neral charafter of Dubois, where he refidcd, 
and the mod probable conjedures which 
hiiJ aiifcn from the Baronefs's precipitate 
ctrcac from Switzerland. 

•ir. Per^ircaux was very happy to Ice 
i^ jiiucr Ipoarder, who, he pr^- 

fumcd. 
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fumed, had been incognito while before in 
his houfe ; and as all his other Genevian 
acquaintance were very eager to renew 
their intimacy with a man of fuch confe- 
quence, he had an opportunity of intro- 
ducing the fubjeft neareft his heart, in a 
feleft party he joined the evening after his 
arrival. 

Every one had heard that Madame de 

. Grand-Pre had quitted Switzerland; but why 

or wherefore no one could take upon them- 

f^lvcs to fay, nor could any one fathom 

.where the Dubois's had raifed the money 

.- nqcefiary to make their recent purchafe, as 

the hufband was only a fubaltern Officer in 

die French fervice, at the time he married ; 

:^d the wife was almoft wholly dependant 

jupon the Baronefs. This rendered it rather 

aftonifhing that they fhould now be able 

. to live quite in affluence at RpUes, a fmall 

town between Geneva and Laufanne, as 

they kept a carriage, regular fet of fer- 

vants, &c, &c. and were, in fhort, ftrongly 

fufpeftcd 
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fulpeftcd of having cgregioufly duped 
the too eafy Baroncfs. 

" That lady has aded fo ftrangcly fince 
her father*S death,*' faid an elderly gentle- 
man, *^ I have been frequently tempted to 
think fhe has been guilty of fome folly, 
which has put her very mtich in the power 
of Madame Dubois. For a young unmar- 
ried woman, unattended by any proper fe- 
male companion, to fct out upon her tra- 
vels, was cert^nly not a mark of her pru- 
dence ; — and, upon her return, to difpofe 
of all her late father's property with a pre- 
cipitancy as inimical to her interefts as to 
her reputation, has given rife to many fcan- 
dalous reports. The late Baron was to 
blame for leaving her fo eiarly her own 
miftrefs ; for it is my firm opinion, 
Ihe has become the prey of fome low, dc- 
figning fharpcr, who has taken advantage 
of her credulity : ftill I am afraid fhe is 
not married, becaufe 1 know fhe figned 
every tjiing relative to the fale of her eflates 

in 
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in her maiden name ; though her fteward, 
like myfclf, fufpefts fhe has formed fome 
connection fhe is afliamed of avowing.'* 

Clement thought there was great jufticc 
in this gentleman's remarks, and was forced 
to acknowledge, with no fmall degree of 
compunftion, he had been in a great mea- 
fure acceffary to the Baronefs's imprudent 
conduA. His keeping her in ignorance of 
his real fituation in life had laid the foun* 
dation for the Dubois's fuccefsful machi- 
nations, who had, no doubt, eafily perfuaded 
his wife fhe would find no difficulty in 
eluding the refcarches of fo contemptible a 
being ashimfclfi and their former attempt 
to deny that any ceremony had taken place, 
likely to give him a claim upon the mif- 
gtiided woman's fortune, was a convincing 
proof that every poffible precaution had been 
taken to prevent his eflablifhing thofe 
rights, which would clafh fo greatly with the 
irtterefl of all the parties concerned in this 
iniquitous bufincfs-. 

This 
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This he remarked to Meredith as foon 
as they were alone j who, in reply, ob- 
ferved that the evidence of Jeannctte and the 
clergyman who married him, muft defeat 
their plans, let them be ever fo well laid. 
He was therefore aftonifhed, if it was the 
Baronefs's intention to deny her marriage, 
that fhe had not made Jeannette and her 
daughter the partners of her flight, or had not 
placed them but of his reach before fhc 
threw off the mafk. 

" Madame Dubois was undoubtedly fet- 
ting out with fome fuch intention when I 
laft faw her,'* replied Clement y " but I am 
really puzzled how to proceed. I am cer- 
tainly bound in honour to fandion a file 
I did not endeavour to prevent 5 yet to 
leave the Dubois's in peaceable poflTeffion 
of the reward of their villany, is furely more 
than honour requires ?" 

" Undoubtedly," rejoined Meredith, 
** In your place, I would fufFer all the other 

purchafers^ 
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purchafers, who could produce proofs of 
their having paid for the land, to remain 
unmolcfted; thougk I would candidly in- 
form them, that I would not fanftion what 
the Baronefs had done till (he came forward 
in a proper manner to admit of your ob- 
taining redrefs for your grievances : — but 
as for the Dubois's, I would fliew them no 
mercy. I rather think, when they find who 
"you arc, they will make a merit of necef- 
fity, and no longer attempt to perfift in 
.denying you are the Baronefs's hufband." 

** I hardly know ; they have been play- 
ing a very deep game, and muft know it 
will be a work of time to prove the mar- 
riage I am fo anxious to have diflblved : 
there is therefore no guefling what plan 
they may adopt. I muft, as I have always 
faid, be entirely guided by circumftances, 
and, ftiould they force me to the meafure, 
fcize the Baronefs's eftates, after giving 
the purchafers notice of my intention: — 
this muft bring both them and her to an 
explanation. Such arc the bleffed fruits of 

indulging 
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indulging romantic notions ! I could not 
condefcend to be happy in the common 
way^ But I think my greateft- enemies, 
even the Dubois's, or Lord Clanca^le, 
would allow, if they were acquainted with 
my feelings, I am fufHciently punifhed for 
having quitted the beaten p^ath. However, 
as I am' very anxious to have the matter 

m 

decided, we will fet out for Laufanne. to* 
morrow: the ftcward refidcs there; and 
we can vifit the Dubois's en pajfant ; — we 
fliall certainly take them off their guard ; 
fo who knows but we may obtain a direc- 
tion to the difcreet Baroncfs. I wonder 
whether they were privy to the polite let- 
ter I fo lately received ; 1 mean to Ihcw 
it them/* 

Meredith thought dicy ftiould moft likely 
be able to form a tolerable judgment from 
their countenances and behaviour, and an- 
ticipated their aftonilhment in fo ludicrous 
a manner, that Clement looked forward with 
Icls reluftance to a vifit that he confidcred as 

the 
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the leading ftep to the publication of his 
difhonour : but there was no alternative 5 
he muft either declare his marriage, or lay 
himfelf open to all thofe degrading confe- 
quences his father had fo forcibly dwelt 
upon. 

The following morning, therefore, they 
left Geneva^ and between twelve and one 
drove into the court-yard of a very hand- 
A>me houfe, now the habitation of Mr* 
Dubois. 

. Thft appearance of fo elegant an equi* 
j>2ige> 'fettowed by three out-riders, dalhing 
throu^ their iron gates> led this bappy 
Couple to expeft a vifiter they were by no 
means prepared to receive. 

•* 'Tis a coronet carriage !*' exclaimed the 
hufband, approaching the window 5 ^* furc 
in God it' cannot be — '* 



At 



;^' 



ii6 el'lesmere; 

At that moment the Earl of EUcfmcre 
was announced, and in their fight before 
they could even gucfs what had procured 
them a vifit from, as they imagined, fuch a 
total ftranger. The momentary relief the 
found of his name had given their perturbed 
fpirits, foon vanilhed upon recognizing 
the features of a perfon they were con- 
vinced had it fo amply in his power to 
make them atone for their former imper- 
tinent behaviour; — all the Baronefs's for- 
mer romantic conjedures ruflied upon 
Madame Dubois's mind. The company 
Clement was in at St. Cloud, where fhe but 
too well recolledted having heard feme of 
the party ftyled my Lord^ and his having 
preceded every one into the carriage^ but 
too well accounted for this unexpefted dif- 
covery, and the ironical Jang froid it had 
coft him fuch pains to maintain during their 
laft interview : though why he had fufFered 
his wife to remain in fuch profound igno- 
rance , of his rank, was a myftery fhe found 
it impoflible to fathom, 

. A ray 
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A ray of hope again prefented itfelf to 
her bewildered mind ; — the ftranger might 
be the Earl of EUefmere, and had only 
accompanied^ Davenport to enforce thofe 
clainfis and enquiries he was doubtlefs come 
to make. What to do or fay neither huf- 
bahd nor wife could refolve, taken as they 
were by furprifes though they had long 
fettled what to fay, and how to treat Cle- 
ment Davenport, fhould he ever enter their 
doors. 

*^ I am afraid I have very unintentionally 
alarmed you a fecond time, Madame/' faid 
Clement, looking ironically at his wife's 
terrified bofom friend. 

" Only rather furprifed me, Sir," fhe 
at. laft articulated, making a fign to the 
fcrvant to leave the room, while Ihe con- 
tinued, f'this unexpefted vifithas certainly 
' aftonilhedme!" 

** Why, I muft acknowledge the Baronefs 
de Grand- Pre's Englijli courier has taken a 
very great liberty, Madame 5 yet he flatters 

himfelf 
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himfclf you wUl be inclined to treat the 
Earl of EUlefmere with rather more fince- 
rity than you did Clement' Davenport. 
So, to proceed to buiinefs at once, is the 
Baronefs, or rather, was flie ever at Prague ?** 

** Really Sir, my Lord perhaps I ought 
to fay, though I hardly know i^hich of 
you, gentlemen, is the. Earl of Ellefincrc." 

" you are now addrcfling him, Madame," 
faid Meredith ; " he does me the honour 
to call me coufin : and as I underftand your 
memory is rather treacherous, I accompa- 
nied him to Rolles, left at fome future 
period you Ihould forget what you may 
now be inclined to advance." 

" I am at a lofs to underftand you. Sir," 
replied the offended lady, while Dubois 
requefted the E^rl would take pofleflion of 
an arm-chair he pointed to. He made no 
objcftion, again repeating his former ques- 
tion. 

*^ For any thing I know to the contrary, my 
Lord,*' faid Madame Dubois, with affumed 
indifference \ " but pray may I enquire, in 

my 
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my turn, how an Englifli Nobleman could 
condcfccnd to accompany my Ypend in ^ 
quality of courier ? For, whatever may be 
your rank, I can certainly never forget your 
humilityj' 

*' Rather my unpardonable folly ! — May 
my example induce you to treat me with 
equal franknefs ! I wifhed to owe the Ba- 
Tonefs's hand to love alone. I once flat- 
tered myfelf my romantic notion had been 
crowned with fuccefs, and gloried in the 
agreeable furprife I had in ftore for her. — 
I need hot tell you that flic has deceived 
mc; and I believe you are now fenfible 
flie is the dupe of her own artifices. I can 
eafily guefs upon what foundation flie 
grounded her hopes of fecuring herfelf from 
any refearches it was more than probable that 

< 

I might make ; but I am convinced you can 
diredl mc to her, therefore it is at your 
option whedicr we part friends or ene- 
mies.** 

^* I gave you all the fatisfaftion in my 

power the lafl: time I faw your Lordfliip ; 

^ ' I have 
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I have never heard from the Baronefs fincc, 
nor do I know whether I ever fliall agdn. 
She has left Switzerland for ever, and I 
underftood was going to Prague/' 

" Indeed," replied Clement, ** then I 
muft fay fhe has ver}'' ill requited the zea- 
lous friendfhip you profefled for her the 
laft time we met. But, to ceafe trifling/ why 
did fhe promife to meet me at Paris, if Ihe 
intended to take fo very diflFerent a route ?'.* 

" I was not privy to your joint arranger 
ments, my Lord, therefore I cannot take 
upon me to anfwer your queflion." 

" Your memory, Madam, is certainly, 
as 1 hinted to my friend, very treacherous. 
The lail time we met, you denied being 
privy to the Baronefs's marriage. Now I 
would have you refleft how little honour 
you will gain by having recourfe to any 
more fubterfilgcs. I told you then, 
whenever I (hould think it worth my while, 
I fhould find no difficulty in proving my 
right to the Baronefs*s fortune 3 though, be- 
lieve me, my contempt for her has, if pof- 
5 ' fible. 
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fiWe, increafdi fince that period: — ftilil now 
chufe to aflert my claims j not becaufe I 
covet her riches, but becaufe 1 wifli her ac- 
complice's infamy to be blazoned to the 
world, I mean to fee her fteward before I 
ilecp^ I have taken the advice of the moft 
eminent lawyers in Great Britain ; therefore 
when you are neceflitated to refign your 
cheaply acquired caftle, only refled: you arc 
reaping the fruits of your own obftinacy ; 
for I had much rather '^ debate this point 
amicably with your friend, than publicly 
difhonour myfelf by acknowledging myfelf 
her hulband : fo if you are^ inclined to deal 
iincerely with me, tell me where I may 
convcrfe with her upon the fubjeft. Her 
fortune, believe me, is beneath my notice , 
ftill my daughter (hall not be defrauded of 
her lawful inheritance, by the people who 
have taken fuch bafe advantages of her 
mother's weakncfs.''* 

" Your Lordfhip talks very large," re- 
plied Madame Dubois. " I repeat my 
former declarations, I know nothing of the 

VOL. Jii. G lady 
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lady you enquire after, nor can it con- 
cern me who (he married : your Lordfhip 
may be her hufband — I only know fhe does 
not confider hcrfelf your wife. But if you 
can perfuadc her to bear your name, i can 
have no objeftions; you will only pleafe 
to recoUedt you muft prove your right to 
aft as you threaten. But, to fave you a 
world of trouble, my Lord, believe me no 
one means to difpute your having been 
rami de cceur of the Baronefs \ tut you will 
never perfuade^ either her or me, the cere- 
mony which took place at Paris gave yoti 
any right to her fortune : but if you are 
inclined to dilpute this point, pray let it be 
with proper people — I can have nothing to 
do in the matter." * 

*M am afraid you will find you have, 
Madame. I wifh I could think as lightly 
of the ceremony you mention, as your 
friend feems to do; for, truft me, it "^ is not 
regard either for her fortune or pcrfon 
makes me fo anxious to fee her. But pray 
why, fince flic never confide red herfelf my 

wife. 
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wife, did fhe condefcend to make rac her 
dupe ? Why not have informed me Ihe had 
found a more agreeable fubftitute to fupply 
my place? I lineerely wifh I had been 
foon^r acquainted with her difpofition ; I 
flxouH have faved myfelf a great deal of 
trouble, and neither given ' her nor you fo 
good an opportunity to difplay the depra- 
vity of your hearts. To oblige my father, 
the Marquis of Ormond, I have refolved 
to inveftigate her conduft ;■ therefore in a 
very v fhort time mon amie de cceur mufl: 
publicly declare why fhe chofe to withdraw 
herfelf from my proteftion, by whofe ad- 
vice, with a few et ceteras you are perhaps 
not yet aware of; for I am not inclined to 
baftardize ni^ daughter, notwithftanding her 
mother feems to have loft all fenfe of 
fhame. You are now acquainted with my 
intentions ; therefore I have only to enquire 
whether 1 am to take my leave in igno- 
rarxe of the Baronefs's retreat. You find 
even the promifes fhe fo kindly held 
forth in her anonymous letter will not 

G 2 prevent 
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prevent me from doing my daughter and 
myfelfjuftice ; though, fince you are not in 
habits of correfpondence with her, perhaps 
you did not know flie had written to me." 

*'No really, my Lord,'* replied the fe- 
rioufly alarmed confidant. . " Does fhc ac- 
knowledge her marriage ? Does fhe — "^ 

** She does not deny it, Madame j but 
both Ihe and you have purfiled very wrong 
methods : — had fhe given me her addreis^ 
I fliould not have troubled you with this 
vifit J for my daughter's fake, T was inclined 
to treat her with far more lenity than flic 
deferves, and was really anxious for a pri- 
vate interview before I had recourfc to the 
law. You know I have juftice on my fide, 
and depend upon it I fhall not want for 
friends. But I came not to boafl of my 
power, nor to wafle much time in fruitlefs 
enquiries ; I therefore wifh you both a very- 
good morning," rifing while he fpoke. 

No two people's looks ever betrayed 
flronger marks of guilt. Dubois had hi- 
therto 
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therto remained totally filent; but now 
thought it neceflary, while he rung the 
bell, to wifh it was in his power ta bring 
about an amicable reconciliation between 
his Lordfhip and the Baronefe. 

** You would find tliat rather a difficult 
matter, Mr. Dubois," replied Clement, as 
he croflcd the hall ; *' but you might have 
;faved me fomc trouble, and her ibme fhame, 
had you known your own intereft. I think 
you will repent before the end of the 
vfcckiyou were not inclined to be more 
communicative." 

' ■ » * 

He was now upon the ftepo ; Meredith, 
at his motion, preceded him into the chaife. 
The Dubois's looked at each other, feemed 
dubious whether they fhould fufFer him to 
depart, yet knew not how to flop him ; 
he therefore, making a very flight incli- 
nation pf the head, in return for a mofl 
profound bow and , curtfey, followed 

G 3 his 
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his coulin into the carriage, faying to the 
fcrvant who fhut the door — 



** We fhall dine at Morges j the poftil- 
lions can tell you which is the beft inn ;'* 
and away they drove. 

'* Now what think you of the Dubois's ?'* 
aflced Clement. 

" That they could have fatisfied you, had 
they chofe. I never faw two people more 
terrified i I think they will follow you to 
Morges." 

** Why, I am rather of your opinion ; 
that induced me to give them a hint wt 
ihould dine there. But I am afraid they 
will drive me to extremides. Well, if they 
do make me delpcrate, they mull take the 
confequence." 

" Surely they have more to dread than 
you i and I hope you do not mean to let 
them efcape with impunity." 

"No, by all that is facred !" tried Cle- 
ment. *' Much as I blame and defpife 
Madame de Grand-Pre, I am convinced 

they 



£L LES M £R £• . lay 

they are far more culpable ; and there is 
no knowing how they may have deceived 
her. Still they certainly did not knowlhc 
had written to me, fo I muft acquit them 
of haying dictated that polite letter : I 
e^ily wijfh the matter was decideji.'* 

" Now, for Heaven's fake, do not ha- 
rafs your fpirits about it. The fteward may 
prove refractory, in which cafe, put the 
buGneis, without delay, into a lawyer's 
hands^ and let us fet out for Avignpn* 
Depend upon it, the moment you feize the 
eftatcs, the Baronefs will make her appear- 
ance ; you will then know how to proceed/* 

They foon reached Morges, where they 
flopped for fome time j but no one came in 
purfuit of them, nor did any perfon follow 
them to Laufanne. Clement therefore re- 
folved to wait upon the fteward the mo- 
ment he had breakfafted the following 
Unorning, and fet out accordingly between^ 
twelve and one. 

G4 ' Mr.. 



128 £LL£SM£RE. 

Mr. Monvel was not at home, he was 

informed. 

When was he expefted home, as he 
wanted to fee him upon bufinefs of import-^ 
ance ? 

It was very uncertain ; he was that mo- 
ment ict out for Grand-Pre. 

Clement was fomehow not forry for what he 
confide red as a fort of reprieve, and quitted 
the houfe without leaving any meifage, though 
he refolved, if he found no intelligence 
from the Dubois's when he returned to the 
inn, to fet out immediately for the caftle* 
He had promifed Mr. Maynard to pay 
him another vifit, Ihould he return into 
Switzerland during that gentleman's rcfi- 
dence in the country ; and he fhould never 
have a more favourable opportunity of jre- 
newing his acquaintance with him. There 
was no meJGTage from the Dubois's j 
he therefore told Meredith he would 

agaiu 
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again ride over to this caftle he now fin- 
cerely wifjicd he had never feen. Should he 
meet the fteward, he would bring him back 
with him ; if not, he fhould make a very 
ihort vifit : but chofe to go alone and 
unattended, becaufe he entertained an idea 
that his venerable countryman would give 
him a more cordial reception as a private 
gentleman, than as a Peer 5 and becaufe he 
did not wifti to derange a perfon who feemed 
to have retired from the bufy world. 
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JL HE roads were rough, and rather dirtjr ; 
he was therefore obliged to ride gently, 
particularly as he approached the caftle, as 
two high walls on either fide, above which 
were quick hedges, enclofing vineyards, 
almoft totally excluded the ' fun, and of 
courfe rendered the roads nearly impajQable 
in winter. 

He had arrived within a mile of the place 
of his deftination, when a ruffling to the 
right, which he imagined proceeded from 
a bird fluttering in the hedge, induced him 
to turn his head : at the very inftant he 
received a violent flafli of gunpowder in liis 

face. 



. face, and the contents of a mujQcet in his* 
neck^ which brought him to the ground. 

He remained totally inlenfible of every 
thing that pafled from that moment; till, 
upon opening, his eyes, he found himfelf 
' fupported in the arms of a man, on horfe- 
back, in the court-yard of the caftle, fur- 
rotinded by feveral pfeople, who were af- 
iifting to lift him dawn. Among the moft 
bufy was Mr, Maynard, whom he inftantly 
rccollcdfeed ; and, notwithftanding the black 
fmoke vwhich disfigured his face, that gen- 
tleman almofl: at the fame moment recoo:- 
nized his young countryman^ with whofe 
figure and manners he had been fo much 
ftruck, that he had frequently been the 
theme of his ditcourfcr 

'^In the name of God P' he exclaimed,* 
^ Tery impatiently, ** where did you find this> 
gentleman, and what has befel him ?'* 

G 6 Element;: 
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Clement fmiled at his good-natured ve- 
hemence, and endeavoured by figns, being 
totally unable to fpeak^ to conjure him 
not to be alarmed ; while the man whom 
he had addreffed, replied — 

" We know no more than we have al- 
ready told you. Sir. We were at work 
among the vines, at fomc diftance from the 
road, when we were ftartled by the report 
of a gun, the fmoke rifing on the other 
lide of the hedge; but at the fame mo- 
ment we caught fight of a man running 
with all his might and main. At firft we 
thought he was running after whatever he 
had Ihot ; however we called out to him, 
as he had no bufinefs among the vines, 
which made him (though, God knows, it was 
hardly poffible) mend his pace. Well, he 
was foon out of fight, and we thought no 
more of the matter ; till, upon looking to- 
wards where we imagined the fmoke had 
come from, we perceived the hedge move,^ 
and when we came near enough, found \t 

was 
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was this horfe reaching up to the quick j 
and, God knows, we were frighted 
enough when we faw the gentleman laying 
for dead, juft in the very middle of the 
road." 

"And for God's fake-, why did not you 
inftantly purfue the villain?" cried Mr. 
Maynard. 

" Lord, Sir, we were feared out of our 
fenfes almoft, I am fure ! I hardly know 
what I am about now : but as the gentle- 
man Ihewed figns of life upon our moving 
him, we only thought of aflifting him." 

'* Well, you certainly afted right in fome 
jefpefts, my good friends ; but now fet out 
immediately, and endeavour to fecure the 
villain : I promife you a thoufand livres 
out of my own pocket if you fuccced. Is 
any body gone fora furgeon?" 

Without waiting to anfwer this queftion, 
the men fet off with alacrity to try to gain 

> 

the proffered bribe ; one of Mr. Maynard's 
fervants, therefore, mounted the horfe Cle- 
ment 



s ^ 
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ment had been lifted from, and went w 
fearch of medical affiftance, while the 
wounded man was borne into a . bed-room 
on the ground-floor, and placed upon a fofa 
till the furgeon arrived. His kind hoft 
gave every neceflary order, had fomc of his 
own linen brought, and every thing elfc he 
thought it likely would be wanted ; but dared 
not venture to undrefs the fuflFerer, though 
he endeavoured to Hop the . great effulion 
of blood whfch proceeded from the wound*. 

In a very Ihort time the furgeon arrived 
upon the horfe the fervant had rpde in fearch 
of him ;, but appeared fo aftoniflied when 
introduced to his patient, that Mr. May* 
nard enquired the reafon of his apparent 
furprife, and why he did not proceed to 
buiinefs* 

" This young man feems doomed to be 
unfortunate/' he repliedi'^I am afrdd I 

fliaU 
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fliall not be able to pronounce him out of 
danger fo foon as I did before." 

** Why> pray when did you ever fee hin^ 
before?" alked Mr. Maynard 5 "he is not 
a Swifs ?" 

Clement was too faint and exhaufted^ 
through pain and lols of blood, to join in 
the difcourfe^ though he underftood every 
thing thatpafled, and felt an additional pang 
upon finding himfelf recognized by the 
furgeon j who, in reply to Mr. Maynard% 
queftion, faid*— ^ 

** In this very caftle. Sir. He met with 
a very bad fall from his horfe when he 
came after the Baronefs's place." 

« Place l" cried Mr. Maynard, hardly 
crediting his ears, and forgetting the wounded 
man might be able to hear and underftand", 
diough he could not fpeak, *f What placei 
and when did he meet with the accident 
you mention?" 



cc 
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" More than two years ago. The Ba- 
roncfs was going upon her travels, and 
wanted an Englifli courier -, and this young 
man was engaged, if I underftood right." 

" Impoffible !" exclaimed Mr. Maynard^ 
** but proceed to bufmefs ; fee what can be 
done for him, whoever he is." 

The furgeon inftantly took off his neck* 
cloth, which, though very thick, was lite- 
rally bathed in blood, proceeding fronx a 
wownd in the back part of his neck, where 
the ball was ftill lodged. This was very 
foon extrafted, and Clement was able to 
articulate his thanks to the operatol", who 
defired him to remain- quiet; he faw no 
danger at prefent, and, if he would be ruled> 
would anfwer for his doing well. 

" I am happy to hear it!" faid Mr. 
Maynard j " may I put a few queftions to 
your patient ? J am very anxious to learn 
if he has any fufpicions who was the perpe- 
trator of fo horrid a deed,*' 

*• Pleafe 
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" Pleafe to have a little patience^ Sir 5 
when my young man is in bed, and has 
taken a few drops, which 1 brought in my 
pocket, he will be better able to fatisfy 
your curiofity/' 

Mr. Maynard's manners, looks, and feel- 
ings had undergone fo vifible a change 
lince the furgeon had given hitn to under- 
Hand his elegant countryman had been, a 
courier, that Clement as he continued, 
felt himfelf highly piqued, confcious, per- 
haps, his own benevolence was far more 
cxtenfive ; he therefore, though hardly able 
to fpeak audibly, faid, addrelBng the 
furgedn — 

" I havre no right to confider myfclf at 
home here, Sir; nor any wilh to become 
a troublefome gueft to Mr. Maynard. I 
cannot fuppofe I fhall run any great rifle in 
returning to Laufanne s I have a very eafy 

carriage 
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carriage there, which I muft requeft you 
would fend for* I " 

" It would be downright madnefs to 
think of travelling in fuch a (ituation> 
young gentleman ; even in a litter, I could 
not be anfwerable for the confequences." 

** You muft not think of moving your 
quarters at prefent," faid Mr. Maynard, 
with a fort of forced politenefs ; " I am really 
very forry you have been fo unfortunate, 
but I cannot think of fufFcring you to de- 
part till yourfurgeon pronounces you out 
of danger." 

^* Since there feems an abfolute neceflitj 
for my trelpaffing upon your hofpitality,. 
Sir," faid Clement, whom the furgcon waj 
undrefling, preparatory to affiftmg him into 
bed, "it is neceffary, particularly after 
what has paffed, you fhould know who I 
am. Be fo obliging. Sir, (lookmg at the 
furgeon) to give me my pocket-book; it 
is in my right-hand coat-pocket.'* 

" You fhall have it the moment you arc 
in bed/' faid the furgeon; who would not 

fufFcr 
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fuffcr Kim to fay another word till he was 
lain down, and had talcenthe drops he had 
mentioned, 

Mr. Maynard was llrangely puzzled, 
during this interval, what to -make of 
his gucft. He had confidertd him, during 
his former vifit, as a man of the firft 
fafhion ; yet, if what the furgeon had faid 
was true, he had been egregioufly mif- 
takeh ; ftill his manners were certainly thofe 
of a gentleman, and his appearance in 
every refpeft correfponded. He talked of 
his tarriage, and did not feem to wifh to 
make any myftcry of his name. A very 
haddfonie watch, ornamented^ with jewels,, 
laid 'upon a table in figlit of the bed, the 
curtwis of which were undrawn ; he took> 
it up, hardly knowing what he did, and 
began to examine it. 

The furgeon was ftill bufily employed 
about his patient. 

A fingle 
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A fingle (E) under an Earl's coronet upon 
the back, aftonifhed him beyond meafure, 
hardly more inclined to believe his eyes, 
than he had been his ears a few minutes 
before j he haftily turned to the feals^ and 
inflantly exclaimed, while every feature 
befpoke the perturbation of his mind— 

«* Merciful God! can it be !'• 

Clement had watched his motions Ia 
lilence ; and not having formed the moft 
favourable ideas of cither his humanity or 
his politenefs, attributed his agitation iblelj 
to his being confcious he had been barely 
civil to a man he muft now have diibo- 
vered was his fuperior in rank i therefore 
very calmly replied — 

*' You feem acquainted with my family 
arms, Mr, Maynard ; I prefume, therefore, 
you know I am fon to the Marquis of 
Ormond?" 

*^ Gracious 
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*' Gracious God! is it poflible ?" faid he, 
^. haftening towards the bed, and feizing Cle-* 
* ment's hand, which he prefled to his lips — 
'^ *' Arc you the Earl of EUefmere ? Ex- 
' cufe my vehemence : I hardly know what 
^' I would fay, or what I would afk V — He 
^ paufed. 

Clement thought his behaviour very 
ftrange ; his hand trembled, and his agita- 
tion fecmed to incrcafe while he gazed 
, upon the pallid countenance of the invalid. 

" For heaven's fake, how do you find 
yourfelf ?." he went on ; " and how came a 
man of your confequence to travel thus'iin- 
attended ?— Have you any idea how you 
came by your accident ? — Do you fuppofe 
the perfon had any intention to murder 
you ?" 

" I rather think he had,'' replied Cle- 
ment, very much at a lofs to account for 
fuch a fucceffion of queftionsi " but I have 
no doubt I Ihall do very well, and be, 

foon 



142 £LLSSM£RS. 

foon able to. relieve you from fo troul 
fome an inmate j — meanwhile I muft reqi 
you would write a fliort account of my b 
fortune, to a friend 1 have left at Lauiai 
who, I am afraid, I muft alfb entreat 
would receive as your gueft." 

" Let me beg your Lordftiip w< 
make no apologies ; pray confider you; 
perfeflly at home. But may I enq 
where Lord and Lady Ormond now arc 
am fenfible I appear impertinent, but — 

" They are at Avignon, Sir," interruj 
Clement. " From your poiitenefs to t 
fon, I am inclined to fuppofe you are 
quainted with them." 

" -Only by reputation, my Lord,'* ha 
replied Maynard. " But who am J to 
drefs at Laufanne ?" 

« Mr. Meredith : I left him at the Go! 
Lion." 



£LL£SM£RE. I43 

treated from the bed-fide to avoid Cle- 
ment's penetrating glances, faying — 



\ €X 



I wiU not lofe a moment in fending for 
your Lordfhip's friend. Mr, Duval, you 
will not qiiit your noble patient, except to 
prepare what you think he may want.** 

The furgeon bowed acquiefcence ; but, 
moft of the foregoing convcrfation having 
pafled in Englifh, followed Mr. Maynard 
into this adjoining ' apartment, to enquire 
vrho his patient really was. 

• • • 

** A man of the firft confequ^nc^," was 
the reply. *'Are you certain .hwe is tha 
perfon you attended before ?" ^ ^ 
■ ** I would almoft take my oath it.is.'* 
"Well, well," rejoined Mr. Maynard 
peevifhly, "you may be right y but keep a 
guard upon your tongue before the Earl's 
friend, and any attendants he may bring. 
Young men of rank do not like to be re- 
minded of their follies — follies, God for- 
give 
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give me! — But no matter; I hardly know 
what I was faying. But is there really no 
danger ? Do not attempt to deceive me. 
There are fome capital furgeons at Geneva, 
I have been told ; let me fend for one of 
them, if you cannot be anfwerable for Lord 
Ellefmere*s life. I would not have him die 
in my houfe." 

" There is no neecl to alarm yourfelf. 
Sir," interrupted the furgeon; "the thick 
wrap he had about his neck, prevented 
the ball from penetrating far into the flelh, 
and I fhould fuppofe the muficet muft have 
been held very near him. This appears the 
deed of fome bafe fecret enemy ; it was evi- 
ckntly no robber.'* 

" I fhould not fuppofe fo ; but pray re- 
turn to the Earl, while I write to his friend.** 

He was unequal, however, to the taflk j 
and, after feveral fruitlefs attempts, dif- 
patched a verbal meflage by one of his fer* 
vants, to invite Mr. Meredith to the caftle, 
ftridtly charging the man to make very 

light 
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light of the EarPs wound, and to affure him 
the furgeon had declared he was not in any 
danger. 

Duval had returned, on tip-toe, into his 
^ ^Lordlhip's room, and, as he lay very quiet, 
rather hoped he was inclined to doze; 
therefore fcated hinxfelf by the fire, rumi- 
nating upon the ftrange adventure, and 
calculating the profits likely to accrue to 
himfelf from Clement's misfortune, who 
never felt lefs inclination to deep. That he 
had fome fecret enemies did not remain a 
doubt, though he could not conceive Why 
they fhould feek his life. Madame de Grand- 
Pre was certainly anxious to prevent his en- 
ibrcing claims which mull expofe her dupl- 
city; the Dubois's in that cafe mull be her ac- 
complices. He certainly was not accidentally 
wounded : the very fpot v/here the vile 
deed was perpetrated, feemed ^larked for 
fuch a purpofe — there was not another 
equally convenient between Laufanne and 
the caftle. Should the people who were 
gone in purfuit, fecure the villain, he might 
VOL. III. H perhaps 
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perhaps be obliged to profccutc the mother 
of his daughter for an attempt upon his 
life. The bare idea made him fhudder ; fo 
ftrongly, upon refleftion, was he convinced 
of her guilt, that he fincerely hoped her vile 
agent might efcape unpuniftied. • The 
Dubois's might have been her infligators to 
fuch a deed; but even that did not exte- 
nuate jitr crime. What might h\ve beeti 
his fate had no one been at wprk in the 
vines ? What his parents* forrow, when they 
had learned his untimely end ? — A mental 
thankfgiving was the confcquence of thefe 
laft refleftions, and he endeavoured to com- 
pofc his agitated mind. 

The furgeon perceiving he was very rcft- 
lefs, prevailed upon him to take a few drops 
of laudanum, which had the defired effeft, 
as he foon fell into a profound fleep, which 
rendered him infenfible of the anguifh of 
his wound, and, for a time, calmed his per- 
turbed fpirits. 

Meredith, 
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Meredith, who was waiting dinner for 
his fiiend, was upon the look out when Mr. 
Maynard's fervant rode up to the inn, 
having for expedition come upon the horfe 
Clement had rode to Grand Pre, which he 
immediately recognized. He was rather 
lurprifed ; but it inftantly occurring to him 
that Mn Maynard had detained the Earl, and 
icnt to requeft he would join them, he waited 
with tolerable compofure for the meflagc 

he was prepared to exped* 

/ 

The fervant, notwlthftanding his mafler's 
ferious cautions, told his ftory fo badly, he 
foon took the alarm, and forced the man 
to acknowledge — 

^* My Lord had certainly been brought 
in for dead ; he had not {ten the furgeon 
^lifter he had examined his wounds, but his 
mafter had told him he was in no danger, 
fo he muft not frighten himlelf ; two men 
were gone in purfuit of the villain, and he 
made no doubt of his being fecurcd.** 

H 2 Half 
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Half /frantic to think he had fufFercd 
Clement to fet out alone, anticipating his 
death as a matter of courfe, Meredith gave 
inftant orders for a couple of faddle-horfes, 
telling the well-meaning, but ftupid Swifs, 
who continued to heighten his terror by his 
foolifh remarks, thathemuft be his guide j and 
ordering his Lcrdihip's valet to folto^v with 
all poflible expedition in the Earl's chaife, 
in a very few minutes he was upon the road. 
The Swifs, by his defire, took the lead ; but 
whenever the road would admit of it, he 
rode by his fide, continuing to queftiqn him 
about his friend, though the man's ar^fwers 
only.increafed his anxiety. 

" The Earl had faid nothing in his hear- 
ing, becaufe he was fpeechlefs; he looked 
for all the world like a corpfe while he was 
aflifting to carry him into the houfe, and he 
was nothing but a gore of blood about the 
neck and flioulders," 



It 
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X 

It foon began to grow dufk, and the fer- 
vant was for flackening their pace where 
the roads were rough ; but Meredith was 
too much agitated and too impatient to 
proceed gently. 

They were within half a mile of the caftie, 
under the ihade of fome high trees, which 
increaied the gloom, when they thought 
they heard fomebody before them — 

- ** Pray God this may not be the mur- 
derer!** cried the fervant, who was a few 
yards in advance. 

Before, however, he had time ' to flop, 
his horfe ftarted back with fuch violence, 
that he fairly unhorfed both Meredith and 
his rider j fortunately neither of them were 
hurt. Meredith almoftinftantly recovered 
his legs, and called out to his companion, 
who immediately anfwered him j but at the 
fame moment fome perfon before them 
cried out — 

H 3 " For 
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^' For God's fake come to my afliftance> 
good Chriftian?, if you have any charity I" 

" Yes, truly," replied Meredith's guide, 
*' you have been very near making me and 
a gentleman break our necks. — 'Tis fome 
awkward vciturin^ I fuppofe. Sir, who has 
overturned his carriage juft in the road ; 
it v/as that which made my horfe ftart." 

" Well, but as he may be, and we are not 
hurt," replied Meredith, ** let us endeavour 
to afiift him,'* advancing towards the Ipot 
from whence the found proceeded. 

The trees rendering the road. particularly 
dark, he was but juft able to difcern a gate, 
which feemed to lead into another lane ; , 
and fome kind of a carriage appeared to 
have been ovcrfet in turning the corner. 

" She is dead, I am fure ihe is ! What 
muft I do ?" iflued from the machine, 

"Why, Bernard," cried Meredith's guide, 
recognizing the voice of a fellow-fervant> 
** what the devil do you do here ?" 

Bernard 
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Bernard replied in a tone which might 
have been denominated a howl — 

"Mafter fenft me to condu6t Nlifs to 
Vcvay, but this ill-contrived beall of a harfe 
going on while I got down to open the 
gate, has overturned the cabriolet ; and I 
am furc Mifs is dead, for fhe has never 
ipoke lince/* 

' Notwithftanding his impatience to reach 
Grand-Pre, Meredith could not think of 
leaving even a total ftranger in fuch a fitua- 
tion J — with difficulty he explored the clumfjr 
travelling machine, and felt a female at all 
c^^ts infcnfible, if not, as her conduftor 
pro^ofticated, quite dead. He raifed her 
in his arms, and with the aSi fiance of his 
guide, carried her to a little diftance. 

** Is there any houfe near^*' he enquired, 

*' None nearer than the cattle. Sir ; and 

matter would go ftark ftaring mad if he was 

to fee Mifs dead : I tjannot think what 

H 4 could 
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could make him fend her out after dark, 
and fuch a road ; can you tell, Bernard ?** 

** 'Tis my belief he is befide himfelf," • 
was the reply, " And Mifs cried like a 
child all tlife way we came till we met with 
this curfed accident." 

Meredith's fears inftantly placed Mr. 
Maynard's agitation and his daughter's for- 
row to his friend's death. He had cer- 
tainly fent her out of the way to remove 
her from fo melancholy a fcene; and thus 
had, perhaps, rendered himfelf as miferable 
as the unfortunate parents of his amiable. 
coufm would be when they learned the, 
dreadful news. 

Hardly knowing what to do, whether to 
leave her with the fervants, or haften to 
tlie caftle, he remained in a ftate of ftupi- 
fied horror for a Ihort time, gazing, by 
the feeble light the ftars afforded, at the in- 
auimate form he had dcpofited upon the 

turf; 
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turf, when a deep figh, which iflued from 
her bofom, convinced him ftie ftill lived, 
and made him exceflively anxious to Te- 
ftore her to her fenfes, as a fmall return 
for Mr. Maynard's humanity towards his 
ill-fated friend. He difpatched one of his 
attendants for fome water, and the other for 
the culhion belonging to the carriage, upon 
which he placed her, after untying a large 
bonnet, v/hich concealed her face, to give 
her air ;— the water was foon brought in 
one of the men's hats ; he fprinkled fome 
in her face, and had the pleafure to per»- 
ceive fhe revived by degrees, and in a few 
leconds was able to open her eyes. 

Meredith, certain fhe w^s a country-wo- 
man, hpped Hit was not much hurt. ^ 

A deeper figh than the former was all her 
reply, putting her hand to the back of her 
head at the fame time. 

H > Relieved 
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Relieved from his firfl: fears for her life, 
he was again all anxiety for his friend ; there- 
fore requeftcd Ihe would permit him to lee 
her to her carriage, prefenting her with her 
bonnet. As fhe did not immediately take 
it, he ftooped to replace it himfelf, defiring 
her attendant to bring the carriage towards 
them ; their eyes met while he was thus 
employed, and with a fenfation bordering 
more on pain than pleafure, he recognized 
the unfortunate daughter of the ambitious 
Earl of Clancaftle. 

" Almighty God, 'tis Lady Lucy Kit 
Jarney !" was his exclamation- 

'* Hufh ! for heaven's fake, hufh, Mr. 
Meredith !" fhe entreated, in a tremulous 
voice ; " I certainly am the ill-fated Lucy 
Killarney. I know I may confide in your 
honour ; but my father would not have 
Lord Ellefmere know he is in his houfe for 
the world.*' 

Lord Clancaftle, it has already been ob- 
fcrved, had never been a favourite of Mere- 
dith's, 
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dith's, and latterly he had held him in ab« 
horfence, fupppfing him capable of any 
crime likely to promote his own intereft 
.or ambition ; — a fufpiciort, therefore, of the 
moft dreadful nature, darted acrofs his mind, 
and he eagerly enquired— ^ 

"Is Lord EUefmere ftill alive ?— Why 
was you fent out of the way, Lady Lucy ? — 
My mind is upon the rack, therefore let 
me requeft you would not keep rne in fuf- 
penfe." 

" I have been aflured the Earl is in no 
danger ; — but you muft fuppofe when my 
father difcovcred who he was, he did not- 
wifti to make himfeif known to him: — he 
ftnt me out of the way becaufe you were 
coming to the caftle, intending to feign in- 
dilpofition himfeif, to avoid feeing you ; 
therefore, may I hope yoii will keep our 
fecret ? Both my father and myfelf are (en- 
fible Lord EUefmere muft hold us in ab- 
liorrence>*' burfting into tears as fhe con- 
cluded. 

h6 "You 
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" You are miffakcn in your opinion of 
your cQufin, Lady Lucy ; — he reveres you as 
much as I do, for the facrifice you have 
made at the flirine of filial dut}- ; yet I know 
it would be improper he fhould, at fuch 
a moment, know he is under your father*s 
roof. But, excufe my franknefs, the paft 
has taught me to dread — " 

^* Gracious heaven !" interrupted the 
agitated girl> perfeftly underftanding his 
meaning, " can you, ^Mr. Meredith, for a 
moipent, fuppofe my father was acceffary 
to my coufin's misfortune ? — As 1 hope for 
peace (I never exped: again to be happy)^ 
but as I hope for peace in this world, and 
fcilvation in the .next, he knew no more 
who Lord EUefmere was when he was 
brought in, than I know who the vile wretch 
is who attempted to aflaffinate him.!* 

Tears again choaked her utterance* 

Meredith attempted to take her hand ; 
but (he withdrew it in angeri and fpringing 

upon 
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Upon her feet, walked foi^vard towards the 
caftle. He followed her, requefting fhe 
would excufe his having permitted himfclf 
to utter fo unguarded an cxpreffion, and 
entreating her pardon for what he allowed, 
confidering who he was addrcfling, to be 
inexcufable, 

" But I need not tell you," he proceeded, 
*' how tenderly I am. attached to Lord and 
Lady Ormbnd. Their very exiftence is in- 
terwoven with that of their fon -, he is the 
chofcn friend of my heart, therefore you 
will make fome allowance for the ftate of 
Urind.-I was in when I fufFered myfelf to 
dread your father confidered- hioi as the 
occafionof his exile, and^'of courfe could not 
be very cordially inclined towards him." 

She continued walking on without wait- 
ing for either carriage or fervants, and with- 
out making any reply to her former friend; 
who, piqued at her fo ftrongly refenting 
an expreffion her father's pa^ conduft had 

certainly 
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certainly authorized, followed her, obfcrr- 
ing the fame filence till they reached the 
great court, when, catching her hand, he 
requefted to know if he was to fee JLord 
Clancaftle ; adding— 

*'It might be better, perhaps, we fhould 
never meet again. If the Earl ran be re- 
moved without endangering his life, depend 
upon my finding an excufe to have him 
conveyed to Laufanne j though you may 
truft to my honour, Lady Lucy, for his re- 
maining in ignorance of your father's rank/* 

*^ I find I have offended you, Mr. Me- 
redith ; perhaps we have both been to 
blame : I never doubted your honour^ and 
am certain my father will have no objeftion 
to fee you, as matters have turned out. I 
truft you do not retain thofe cruel fufpi- 
cions which affeded me fo much. • Lord 
Clancaftle has erred, even his daughter ac- 
knowledges ; but I am convinced he would 
at this moment freely lay down his life to 
preferve my much injured coufin's. But I 

will 
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will, fee him firft ; — may I venture to fay 
you will meet him as a friend ?*' 

** You may enter into any engagements 
for me you think likely to tranquillize his 
mind, my amiable friend ! — Is not he your - 
father? — We will not think of the paft.— -If 
Lord EUefritere does but recover, I iliall 
feel lefs chao;rined at an accident which has 
fo unexpeftedly introduced me to the Mar- 
chionefs of Ormondes favourite god-daugh- 
ter,'* prefling the hand he held to his lips 
as they entered the houfe. 

She conducted him into their ufual fitting- 
room, while fhe went to feek her father, 
promifing to join. him again in a few mi- 
nutes. 

The moment he was alone, his firft 
horrid fufpicions again occurred. That 
Lady Lucy was convinced of her father's 
innocence, he had not a doubt ; but Lord 
Clancaftle could not like a man he had fo 
deeply injured j and if he could . in cold 

blood 
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blood meditate his deathr during 4iis infancy, 
and afFeft the greateft friendfhip for the 
father while he was bribing an accomplice 
to murder the fon, was it very unlikely he 
might thus have endeavoured to wreak his 
vengeance upon his former viftim, who was 
become the innocent occafion of his forced 
exile ? 

Lord Clancaftle, on his part, was father 
forry he w^ thus in a manner forced to lee 
Meredith, though he ihuddered when he 
learned the danger his daughter had been 
in, and felt himfelf obliged to the young 
Welchman for the prefence of mind and 
humanity he had difplayed ; — he knew him 
to be a man of honour ; and as he was really 
innocent of this laft daring attempt upon 
the Earl's life, he thought his late be- 
haviour to him midit convince* Meredith 
he was a true^penitent. Their meeting was 
rendered very awkward * by their mutual 
refleftions upon the never-to-be-recalled 
paft. ' The Earl was exccflively agitated 

while 
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while he endeavoured to welcome his former 
acquaintance (friends they had never been) 
to Grand-Pre, and to thank him for his 
recent behaviour to his daughter. 

"How is my friend, my Lord?'' aflced 
Mcrcjdith. * Can I fee him ? You may de- 
pend upon my difcrction.'* 

" I am furc I may/' replied the dejecfted 
Peer. " I am affured he is not in any dan- 
ger J and, I hope in God, we fhall be able 
to bring the villains to juftice. But what 
enemies- can he have in this part of the 
world, myfelf excepted ? for both you and 
he muft ever confider me in that light | 
though, God knows, I would much fooner 
have forgiven the affaflins had they attacked 
my life, which has long been a burthen to 
me ; but no one would have mourned my 
fate^ fave my poor Lucy." 

" Let us hope, my Lord — " 
" I have abjured that title for ever,, 
my young friend. Ambition firft. led me 
imp fin J but, as you faid, let us hope, fince 

4 it 
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it has plcafed Heaven to reftore the vidim 
of my crimes to his forrowing parents, he 
will flill be prcjcrved to contribute to their 
happinefs. How was he preferved, and 
how was he difcovered ? If I may believe 
the furgcon who attends hitn, he has been 
in very low circumftances* Little did I 
think when 1 faw him laft, or when he was 
now brought in, he was the child. — But no 
matter 5 my future aftions can alone prove 
how fincerely I grieve for the paft.** 

*' Suffer me to fee Lord EUefmere . for a 

* 

few minutes J and I will then anfwer all .your 
queftions." 

" I can have no objection ; only for 
God's fake let us aft prudently. I dread, 
even now, I (hould have his life to anfwer 
for, though I would freely give every fhil- 
ling I am worth, and leave my daughter an 
abfolute dependant upon her generous- 
godmother, if that would bring thefe daring 
villains to juftice, and reftore your friendt 
to health. I will conduft you to his^ room i 
only fufFcr aie to repeat he mult remain ia 

ignorancci^ 
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ignorance, or he would certainly infift upon 
being carried out of nvj houfe at any rifk." 

" If my honour were not engaged, Sir>'* 
replied Meredith, " my regard for my 
friend would enfure my filence/' 

Lord Clancaftle felt the tacit reproachJ^ 
and was a fufficient penitent to acknow- 
ledge its 'juftice. 

Having crofled feveral apartments, his 
Lordftiip. very gently opened a door, which 
led into a magnificent bed-room. The 
furgcon, without moving, made a fign that 
his patient .was afleep, and a motion for 
them to retire. Had Meredith been in a 
calmer ftate of mind, he would have thought 
it prudent to obey his orders \ as it was, he 
Gould not be prevailed upon to leave the 
room till he had feen his friend. He therefore, 
taking every precaution not to difturb him,^ 
approached the bed, and convinced him- 
felf (which till that moment he had rather 
doubted) that he was, bona fide^ alive, and 

buried 
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buried in a profound flcep ; — he therefore 
retreated with even more precaution than 
he had entered, whifpering the furgeon to 
let him know the moment his patient 
awoke, and returned into the falcon with 
Lord Clancaftle, to whom hje briefl]^ reca- 
pitulated by what means Clement had been 
rcftored to his parents, how he had been 
brought up, with every et cetera likely to 
intereft his hearers ; and had but juft finiflicd 
his narration, when they were informed that 
Lord EUefmere's valet was arrived. Per- 
ceiving Lord Clancaftle's anxiety upon 
learning this intelligence, he afTured him 
the fervant in queftion was totally ui^ac- 
quainted with his perfon 3 and it fliould be 
his care to prevent any of his own men 
from coming to the caftle. Watfon was 
therefore recommended to the care of the 
Swifs houfchold, and Lord Clancaftle fpcnt 
the whole evening in endeavouring to con- 
vince Meredith that Gwillim was much more 
to blame than himfelf. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



I 



T was near midnight before Clement 
■ awoke. Meredith haftened to his bed-fide, 
iand eagerly enquired how he found himfelf, 
'■ very thankful, notwithftanding his pallid 
cheeks and languid countenance, to find 
him fo much better than he dared to have 
hoped* 

"If I could move my head, I Ihouldbe 
'hardly fenfible any thing ailed me," faidthc 
. invalid ; " and 1 do think, notwithftanding 
. the furgeon's fears, I might have returnee! 
' to Laufanne without running any great rifk. 
. What fori of a reception did our country- 
man give you?" 

" A very 



l66 ELLESMSRC* 

** A very polite one. I hope you had ne 
reafon to complain of the one -you re- 
ceived ?** 

"Oh ! none at all,'* replied Clement, 
^* after he difcovcred I was Earl oFEUefmcrcj 
but when the furgeon informed him 
(for the good man chanced to recoUt- <5l me) 
I had once been in Madame de Grand- Prc's 
fuite, he convinced me he did not poiTcis 
a very great Ihare of humanity* However, 
no more of the matter j 1 ought not to judge 
every body after Mrs. Davenport*s, my 
father and mother*s, or your ftandard 5 and 
he amply made up for all pad deficiencies 
after he had examined the feals of my 
watch. — Jifi/i va le monde. — But can you 
gucfb to whom I owe my prefent confine- 
ment ?" 

** I am loth to fufpeft any one of lb atro- 
cious a deed," replied Meredith, perfeftly 
acquitting Lord Clancaftle from Clement's 
own account, which made it evident he did 
not know the Earl before he ipet with his 
misfortune. " As for Mr, Maynard's beha- 
viour^ 
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.viour, it was, I am fori^ to fay, but too 
common j but I am convinced he wifliies to 
atone for what he, no doubt, hopes at the 
time it was poflible you might not have 
obferved. Bui, if it will not fatigue you, 

^ will you favour me witji an account of this 
ftrange adventure ? I would fain hope it 
was an accident." 

** So would I, Meredith," repeating 
every thing he recollected refpefting the 
attack. ^* But I faw no other game," he 

- continued, ** nor is it a common thing for 
Iportfmen to load their fowling-pieces with 
balls; and I am apt to believe the.mufket, 
gun, or piftol, which did my bufmefs, was 
within two yards of my head." 

*^ Then God fend the culprit and his 
accomplices may be brought to juftice!" 
cried Meredith. 

" I cannot join in that wilh. Perhaps 
you now underfVand upon whom my fuf- 
picions fall ? Madame de Grand -Pre is 
undoubtedly in this neighbourhood.'* 

«And 
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** And can you fuppofe (he is fuch a 
\vretch ? — Surely fhe cannot be £6 aban- 
doned of God!" 

" Who elfe can wilh for my death ? — 
Lord Clancaftle has no fons to promote at 
my expence; befides he declared himfclf 
rejoiced to hear I was living." 

His laft furmife made the blood fbrfakc 
Meredith's cheeks, while he faltered out, 
** I (hould much fooner fulpedt thofc 
Dubois's." 

" And in what other light can we con- 
fide r them but as the agents of the Ba- 
ronefs? , But, except Mr. Maynard's emif- 
faries prove fuccefsful, I Ihould not wifli 
him to fuppofe I liave reafon to fufpcft 
any body of fo atrocious a crime." 

The furgeon had feveral times Interfered, 
Meredith, therefore, requefted Clement 
would endeavour once more to compoft 
himfclf, and took his leave of him for the 
night, after fending for Watfon, who was to 
fet up v/ith the furgeon, and who fervendy 

wifhcd 
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^jyifhed his Lord was fafe out of Tuch a 
■ ' wicked country* 

Meredith and Mr. Maynard foon aftef 
, feparated for the night. Neither of thenx 
i flept much, it may be fuppofed ; the former 
thought Lady Lucy ftill more interefting 
k than when they parted, yet he could not 
» tefolve to brave the cenfure of the world 

• 

k in her favour, though he was pretty fure the 
, proud Peer would not now^ifdain his al- 
tf liance. He could not believe him guilty 
:l of the late bafe attempt upon Lord EUef- 
'^ mere, fince, to have formed fuch a plan, he 
^ muft have known him ; in that cafe what a 
i< wretch muft he fuppofe the Baronefs ! He 
almoft wifhed the Dubois's could be ap- 
prehended, upon fufpicion; but he knew 
his friend would never confent to fuch a 
.Oieafure: befides, if no proof of their guilt 
/tranfpired, it would anfwer no end. If there 
was truth in man, he had nothing more to 
dread from liis former enemy ; and he would 
take care he lliould never again expofe 
VOL. iu# I himfclf 
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himfclf fingly to the Baronefs's machina- 
tions. 

Having formed this refolution, he courted 
the drowfy god ; but woke again foon after 
day- dawn, and rofe, anxious to learn how 
the Earl had relief. 

To all appearance much better than him- 
felf ; the furgeon pronounced him free from 
fever, and Clement declared he was tole- 
rably free from pain — 

*^ Therefore, tliank God, and a good con- 
fcience," he proceeded, *^I think I fhall 
defeat my enemies* kind intentions ; — for 
furely I have nothing but folly to reproach 

myfelf with upon • Madame de Grand-Pre's 
account ; and, I think, never poor mortal 
paid dearef for wifliing to emulate a hero 
of romance. May (he, for her own fake, be 
innocent of the evident defien to murder 
me J nay, I pofitively, notwithftanding every 
circumftancc feemis to corroborate my fuf- 

picioAS, 
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^Cions, hope Ihe never' harboured fo vile 
-an intention ; if flie did, may the Almighty 
forgive her as fincercly as I do !*' 

The valet had retired to order brcakfafl: 
4bon after Meredith came in, who conti- 
nued to accufe the Dubois's, and, like his 
friend, hoped the Baronefs was neither their 
employer nor their accomplice. 

Clement then enquired whether Mr. 
Maynard had mentioned the furgeon's ha- 
ving recollefted him. 

" I do not remember he did," was the 
reply ; *^ indeed I was fo confufed the 
whble evening, I Ihould be puzzled to give 
an account of our conv^rfation." 

*^ And I dare fay my fortner andprelent 
vifit has puzzled our hoft ; though, upon 
refldclion, perhaps he did not know I v/as 
<:oming to fee him this time. If it could 
be avoided, Meredith, I had rather he 
ihould not know I confider myfelf as mailer 

1 2 of 
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of this houfe. He fufpeded I was the Ba- 
ronefs's lover the firft time I faw him." 

** Then we will leave him at liberty to 
form his own conjectures," interrupted 
Meredith i ^* only remember you will be 
chid for talking fo much, fo I fhall only 
allow you to fay yes, or no, to two or three 
queftiojis I mean to propofe. Are you per- 
feftiy fatisfied with your furgeon ?'' 

" Yes." 

" Would it not be more prudent to call 
in a fecond f " 

"No." 

*' Then fuppofe, as I know you do not 
wifli your misfortune to be generally 
known in this neighbourhood, I fend all our 
fervants, Watfon excepted, and my car- 
riage, back to Geneva?" 

"An excellent thought!" faid Clement. 
" Send WatfoA to Laufanne with your or- 
ders." 

This point being fettled tb their mutual 
iatisfaftion, (as Meredith was very anxious 

to 
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to remove his men, and the Eari's two 
other fervants, who had lived fome time in 
the Ormond family, to a greater diftance), 
he left his friend to make his report to 
Lord Clancaftle, who paid him a vifit as 
foon as he had breakfafted, and looked as 
he felt, fo interefted in his gueft's recovery, 
that Clement told Meredith he believed he 
had formed a hafty judgment the preceding 
night. 

During the day Lord Clancaftle endea- 
voured to difcover whether Clement had 
aftually been in the Baronefs*s fervice, ^and 
what had brought him into Switzerland, 
fince his father and mother were.at Avignon; 
but finding Meredith politely evaded fatis- 
fying his curiofitv, he was forced to drop 
the fubjeft. He then hoped ill health had 
not brought Lord and Lady Ormond upon 
the Continent; and was really forry when he 
learned their journey had originated in their 
fears for their fon, and prayed moft fervently 
that this accident might not bring on a 

return of his diforder, 

13 As. 
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As Meredith believed him fincerc, he 
began to. pity ahnoft as much as he con- 
demned him, .and wifhed it were poflible- 
to bring about a reconciliation between 
him and Lord Ormoridi but even that 
Nobleman's forgivenefs, he recoUefted,. 
would not acquit him in the eyes of the 
world. 

The unfuccefsful emiflaries who had gone 
in purfuit of the airaffin, returned about 
t\^'elve o'clock, magnifying^ their own feats^ 
and lamenting their ill lucjc, and again, at 
Meredith's defire, minutely recapitulated 
all they knew of thils Arrange affair; but 
their defcriptioa of the murderer threw na 
light upon the myftery. Mr. JVIaynard and 
himfelf fatisfied them for the trouble they- 
had taken, and Clement was not forry whea 
he learned the villain had efcapcd., 

Mr. Maynard again wondered,^ when alone 
with Mei'edith, what enemies, and fo def- 
perately inclined, his Lordfhip could have 

ia 
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in Switzerland, whofe inhabitants were re- 
nqwned for their good faith and honefty* 

** It was altogether a very myfterious af- 
fair," was the reply -, *' he only hoped time 
would difcover the real villain." 

Lady Lucy joined in the w4fh. Still ex- 
ceedingly curious, her father reverted to 
Clement's ftrft vifit to him, obferving he 
fccmed very anxious at that time to • gain 
fome mtelligencc of the late owner of the 
caftle. 

« Very poffibly," faid Meredith ; '' da 
you know where fhe now is ?" 

*^ No, upon my honour ; nor do I know 
any body more likely to fatisfy you in that 
relpe£l. Yet I am in habits of intimacy with 
her former banker, and with her late fteward, 
who is a moft excellent man, and highly difap- 
proves of the Baronefs's conduct, who, it 
feems, has abfolutely fooled away a rnoft 
noble cftates that is, has, for the fake of 

1 4 expedition. 
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expedition, difpofed of it for little more 
than two-thirds of its value." 

" Ladies are very apt to be impatient,'* 
replied Meredith j and thus the fubjeft 
dropped. 

Little of moment occurred during the 
four following days. Meredith fpent great 
part of his time with the invalid, who foon 
enquired whether he had been introduced 
to their hoft's fair daughter, mentioning 
wlien and where he had firft feen her. 

\ 

He was anfwered i^i the affirmative.. 

"She ftruck me as being very hand- 
feme," rejoined Clement j ** am I a judge 
of beauty ?"^ / 

'' She is not amifs,'*^ was the reply, " and 
feems a fenfible, well-informed young wo- 
man ; but I hope you will foon be able to 
judge for yourfclf/' 

1 

Clenxent 
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Clement hai fo many important mat- 
ters to confider, he thought no longer of 
' Mifs Maynard, being more anxious than • 
ever to difcover the Baronefs's retreat, 
which he was convinced would be no 
otherwife effefted than by marking known 
his right to her eftates. From. what Mr* 
Maynard had faid, which Meredith had 
repeated to him, the fteward did not Teem 
to be in her confidence ; he would certainly 
tlien not objeft to receive his orders : he. 
therefore, as loon as he was fijificiently re- 
covered to attend to bufmefs, determined 
to fend for him to the caftie. 

On the fifth day of his confinement, the 
furgeon, in compliance witli his urgent 
entreaties, agreed to his fitting up for a 
couple of hours in the evenin.^. As he was 
in no fort of danger, that gentleman was 
become only a daily vifiter ; and the mo- 
ment he was gone, b^ing left alone with 
-his valet, Clement declared his refolution 
of getting up to dinner, as laying, in bed only 

I 5 .weakened 
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weakened him, a.nd' he fliould fleep much 
better admitting he did fatigue himfelf. 
Watfon had no will but his Lord's; he 
therefore aflifted him in rifing; and, by way of 
trying his ftrength, he chofe to walk towards 
one of the windows before he took poflef- 
fion of the arm-chair which his fervant had 
placed near the fire. The well-known,well- 
remembered fpot where he had firft feea 
the Baronefs, occafioned him fuch a traia 
of unpleafant refleftion, he flood with his 
arms folded, leaning againft the window> 
meditating fo deeply for a few feconds upon 
the paft, that his man, though fearful he would 
catch cold, dared not break in upon his reve- 
rie, which was interrupted by his perceiving 
the fhade of fome perfon pacing the ftirub- 
bery, and foon caught fight of Meredith 
and an elegant female, whom he fuppofed to 
be the lady he had formerly feen carefling 
the white puppy : they appeared to be in 
very deep difcourfe, and every now and 
then made a fudden flop. Their apparent 
familiarity rather furprifed him s flill as he 

knew 
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Mnew Meredith to be a very iagreeable com- 
panion, he foon accounted for their growing 
intimacy, and thought it very poffible that 
Mifs Maynard might fucceed Lady Lucy 
Killamey in his friend^s ajffcftions, who 
ibon joined him, and blamed him for sget- 
ting up fo early. 

As they were tete-a-tete y Clement began 
to rally him about Mifs Maynard. Mere- 
dith laughed it off very tolerably, repeat- 
edly declaring he afpired to no other title: 
than .that of her friend. 

**I cannot pretend to fay. whether flie 
would be an eligible match for you," re- 
plied Clement \ ** but do not Heal the poor 
girl's heart, and then offer her your friend- 
Ihip in return. You, poffibly, may be able 
to play round the flame without bur/iing. 
your, wings ; Ihe may not be equally fortu- 
nate. But do not fancy Lmean tb moral- 
ize; I have not played my own cards well, 
enough to giv.e me the right to preach. 

1 6 prudence^ 
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prudence, much lefs example. But; do you 
know what part of England our hofl: comes 
from ?" 

^'> I never put the queftion to him,'' waff 
the reply. *' But, truft me, I would not 
willingly make any woman unhappy. There 
is great ftrength in your obfervation, but 
acquit me of any other view than of wiihing 
to behave politely to a young perfon whom 
I fufpeft is rather to be pitied i — fhe leads . 
a very fecluded life, and may have left 
many dear and near friends in England. A 
parent's follies, vices, or caprices are fre- 
quently feverely felt by their innocent ofF- 
fpring." ^ , 

" No doubt. Who can feel more than 
I do for my unfortunate coufin ? I fhall 
never fancy my felf completely happy till 
fhe is once more under my mother's pro- 
tediori." 

Meredith coloured deeply at this fudden 
tranfition ; but as Clement attributed his 
vifible agitation to the regard he entertained 

for 
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for Lady Lucy, he chaAged the difcourfe> 
reverting to the Baronefs, and his intended 
interview with xhc fteward. 

As he continued in a ftate of the molt 
favourable ^ convalefcence. Lord Clancaftle 
paid him frequent and long vifits, and dif- 
played nearly as much ahxiety as the Mar- 
quis could have done for his perfect reco- 
very* In point of figure, natu;-al and ac- 
quired talents^ Clement was much fuperior 
to his friend; this Meredith was the firft 
to acknowledge when talking of him to 
Lord Clancaftle, who, when he moft: ad- 
mired his elegant nephew, 'moft envied 
thofe parents he had endeavoured to de- 
prive of fuch a fon. His former ambition 
had only lain dormant fince the death of 
his fon's, and it was now all revived when 
he confide red what an advantageous match 
this would be for his daughter ; — to bring it 
to bear, he forefaw, would be 'attended 
with confiderable difficulty ; but if he Ihould 
fucceed, how amply fhould he be repaid ! 

Meredith, 
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Meredith, he foon found, had no intentibiK 
of making any propofals for himfelf, there- 
fore he would not oppofe the match; there 
only wanted the Earl's being in love with 
his daughter to enfure hisfucceis. If once 
he declared his paflion, he would make it a 
point of filial duty in her to accept his 
hand. 

With this view he introduced her tO; 
his notice before he had left his room;, 
and, under pretence of amufing him, made 
her exert her mufical talents. Clement paid 
her the tribute of applaufe, which was really. 
her due,, for fhe excelled upon the piano 
forte ; but felt nothing but admiration for 
her fkill and tafte, and frequently wondered: 
at her father's making her the coniftant 
theme of his difcourfe when they happened : 
to be tete-a-tfte. 

Meredith foon faw through the EarPs: 
fcheme> and that it would prove totally abor- 
tive i — ftill he delicately forbore to cxpofe 

- him 



Iiim tx) his friend, who he perceived had not 
penetrated into his intentions, nor did he 
think hi mfelf authorized to put Lady Lucy 
upon her guard ; he faw her heart was in 
no danger, (indeed it had long been in his- 
poflcfiion), therefore thought it beft to let 
matters take their own courfe. 

Clement had wrote to the Marquis the 
evening after he had feen the Dubois's ; and - 
Meredith, (who was alfo a conftant corre- 
Ipondent, as to hear of and from *"this dear 
fon conftituted their greateft felicity) the 
dajr after his arrival at Grand -Pre, dating 
from Laufanne, where he informed them it 
was poflible they might be detained for a 
week or ten days, owing to the Baronefs's 
fteward's abfence ; but they might depend 
upon hearing from Lord EUefmere as fodn 
as any thing was decided, 

Clement continued to amufe them 

with the fame pretence for his flay in 

Switzerland, when able to hold his pen, 

3 which 
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which prevented their feeling any great iin- 
eafmefs ac this delay, though they were ex- 
ceedii gly anxious to fee him at Avignon; 
and he. notv/itiiftanding the literal over- 
drained politenefs with which he was treated^ 
was not lefs impatient to be upon the 
road. 

Not the flighteft trace had been difco- 
veredof the affaffin, which had become the 
general theme of converfation both at 
Laufanne and Vevay, and all the interme- 
diate lefler towns and villages : it was fuch. 
an uncommon attempt in that part of Eu- 
rope, that it cfeated general aftoniflwnent^ 
Clement remained convinced his wife was 
concealed in the neighbourhood ; and Me- 
redith continued to think the Dubois's were 
implicated in this horrid bufmefs.. 



Lord Clancaftle, whofe curiofity was only 
to be equalled by his ambition, frequently 
endeavoured to difcover upon what terms 
the Baronefs and Clement had been ; and 



oijce. 
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once, with afFefted gaiety, reverted to what 
he termed the furgeon's miftake ; — ftill his 
curiofity remained ungratified. Meredith 
was more referved than ever, and Clement 
never chofe to underftand him ; but finding 
himfelf in a very fair way of recovery at 
the expiration of three weeks, and perfcftly 
able to do bufinefs, he difpatched Watfon 
with a note to Mr, Monvel, requefting to 
fee him the following morning upon bufi- 
nefs of importance at the Caftle of Grand- 
Pre. 

The fteward was rather furprifed that an 
Englifhman of rank fhould have any bufinefs 
with him ; but fent a very polite anfwer, 
importing he would be at the cafl:le be- 
tween twelve and one the next day ; and 
concluded with hoping, from the tenor of his 
Lordfliip's letter, that he was tolerably reco- 
vered from the efFefts of his late difagree- 
able adventure. 

Clement 
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Clement was plcafed with his letter^ and 
informed Lord Clancaftle whom he expedledj, 
his Lordihip therefore began to entertain: 
fome hopes of learning all he wilhed ta 
know from Monvel, who had been upon 
very friendly terms with him ever fmce he 
had become an inhabitant of the caflle. 

At the time appointed, the fteward made 
his appearance,^ and was tirft fhcwn into Mr. 
Maynard, who, upon the ftrength of their 
intimacy, afked him, in confidence, if he 
guefled why Lord Ellefmere had fent for 
him. He was anfwered in the negative.. 
Maynaird then revprted to Clement's former 
anxious enquiries concerning the Baronefs j, 
and, finding that led to nothing, mienttoned 
the difcovery the furgeonhad made» asking: 
if he had ever feea the Baronefe's Englilh. 
courier. 

" >5rever, Sir, T did not rcfide at Grand- 
Pre, nor did I ever interfere with that Lady's 
domeftic arrangements i — but I cannot help. 

blinking 



linking Mr. Duval muft be deceived ; for^ 
having occafion to fee Mr. Haller, the 
Banker^ laft night, I mentioned my morning 
appointment to him, and he alFured me that 
this young Nobleman is one of the fir ft and 
richeft men in Great Britain ; though, upon. 
refkdion> he did mention his having 
once before vifited Switzerland incognito ;. 
yet I cannot fuppofe he was ever in fo fer- 
vile a fituation. But may I requeft,^ Sir,, 
you would let. one of your fervants infarm^ 
his Lordfliip 1 am here f^ > 

** I will e<)ndu.6t you to. him. Is it not 
aftonifhing he ihould have been fo ftrangely 
attacked in a country where he nmft be fo. 
little known?" 

"It has excited univerfaj furprife and 
indignation. Sir," he replied, while he fol- 
lowed Mr, Maynard into Clement's drelT* 
ing-room, where, to his infinite mortifi- 
cation, he was forced to leave him with his 
guefts^ who were tete-a^-tete. 



As. 
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Ashe retired, he hoped Mr. Monvcl 
would dine at the caftle ;• which that gentle- 
man proniifed, and he reluftantly retreated, 
half inclined to put his ear to the door t 
indeed nothing but the fear of deteftion 
prevented him from having recourfc to this 
method of gratifying his inordinate curi?- 
ofity. 



» 



1 
CHAP. IX. 

Determined to come to the point 

at once, as foon as Mr, Monvel had taken 
a feat, Clement afked him if he could give 
him a dirediion to the Baronefs de Grand- 
Pr6, . 

*' I am very lorry it is not in my power 
to convince your Lordfhip of my wifh to 

oblige 
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oblige you. Why or wherefore, (for I can- 
not aflign any reafon for her ftrange con- 
du6t), but that Lady, notwithftanding flie 
has empowered me to conclude her bufinefs 
with the purchafers of her eftates, has not 
chofe to entruft me with her addrefs." 

" How then can you poffibly dp bufinefs 
for her, Mr. Monvel ?" 

** I Ihall have none to do, my Lord, till 
the lafl: purchafe-money becomes due, and 
thdn I expedl the Baronefs will be upon the 
fpot.*' 

^* Then you think fhe has left Switzer- 
land?" faid Clement, with evident marks 
of emotion. 

Upon my honour I do, my Lord." 
Then let us hope I have been mif- 
taken, Meredith," faid Clement, addreffing 
his friend in Englilh. 

But, without waiting for his anfwer, again 
turning to the fteward — 






"You 
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" Yoa muft think me ftrangely ioquifi^ 
tive, Mr. Monvel ; but I truft you will noi 
place my queftions wholly to the accoum 
of idle curiolity, when I inform you, thougl 
I am totally ignorant of her abode, I an: 
the hulband' of Madame de Grand-Pre.'-' 

The fteward^s looks befpoke aftonilhmeni 
and incredulity, while he repeated, " The 
hufband of Madame de Grand-Pre, m) 
Lordr^ 

" Even fo, Mr. Monvel. I neithei 
wonder at your furprife nor your incre- 
dulity ; but I mean to be more explicit ,' 
frankly acknowledging how their acquaint* 
ance had commenced, and bringing down 
his narrative to the prefent moment. 

" Aflonilhing indeed, my Lord!*' cried 
the amazed fteward ; " I ceafe to wonder 
at the Baronefs's leffer imprudences, now 1 
am acquainted with the greater ones which 
difgrace her conduft. Thofe Dubois's are 
certainly implicated in this matter. . I have 
always fufpefted they have taken the mod 
unwarrantable advantages of the Baronefs's 

generofityj 
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gcncrofity ; but her profulenefs, and their 
' 'rapacioufnefs are now perfeftly accouuted 
for. I devote myfclf, from this moment, 
to your Lord{hip*s fervice ; only empower 
mt to a^ft, and depend upon my zeal and 
aftivity. When the Baronefs returned to 
Grand-Pre, Ihe infilled upon difpofmg of 
• her eftates to the very fiffl: people (her 
former hints of her intention I had not at- 
tended to) who were inclined to rid her of 
what fhe feemed to think an incumbrance. 
In vain did I requeft her to take time, or 
to leave every thing to me, who could have 
tranfafted the bufmefs as well in her ab- 
fence ; but fhe was deaf to my arguments, 
therefore almoft gave them away : — how- 
• ever, as the falc was not a legal one, why it 
does nop fo much matter." 

^^ I do not mean to invalidate what fhe 
has done," replied Clement. " I confented 
t6 the meafure, therefore have no right to 
revoke it. But who are the purchafers, 
what money has been paid, and what re- 
mains due?*' 

Mr. 
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Mr. Monvel readily fatisfied him in thefe 
particulars. About eighty thoufand pounds 
had been received, and nearly double that 
fum, with the accumulated intereft, was to 
be paid on or before the enfuing Chriftmas 
Day : the Dubois's^ were the only people 
who had paid ready money ; wliere they 
got it, the Baronefs knew beft ; for his own 
part, he had never believed they had paid 
a farthing. 

" And what is very fmgular," he conti- 
nued, -"fhe let the caftle and ground to 
me upon a twenty-one years' leafe before 
ihe difpofed of either to them, and I know 
they ar& very anxious to get rid of their 
bargain — indeed they have more than once 
founded toe upon that head;, but, fomehow, 
I do not think they are in poffeffion of the 
title-deeds." 

"That does not fignify,'* faid Clement. *^ I 
never coveted her fortune — I only wilh to 
obtain a legal diflblution of our marriage. 
I underftand (he reported Ihe was going to 

re fide 
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reiide in Germany -, — cannot you form any 
idea where flie now is ? I am more than 
half tempted to think Ihe is in the neigh- 
bourhood.'" 

** 1 hardly know what to think or believe, 
my Lord ; but - were I in your place, fhc 
ihould not receive another Ihilling of the 
purchafe-money, whether or not I allowed 
the fale to ftand -good,*' 

" I do not intend that (he fhall ; ftill I am 
very anxious to have a private interview 
"with her before I proceed to extremities." 

" Your Lordfhip may depend upon my 
letting you know the moment I either fee 
or hear from her* Thefe Dubois's are cer- 
tainly in all her fecrets ; but they would no 
more tell me than they would your Lord- 
» Ihip> where Ihe now is." 

" They, you know I told you, affed: not 
to believe us married." 

**-But can they fuppofe, my Lord, fuch 

a fhallow artifice will anfwcr any end ? — 

However, if you will honour me with your 

VOL. HI* K commands. 
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comm^ds, depend upon my fecrecy and 
honour.'* 

*^ You are very obliging, Sir; if you will 
favour me with another vifit in the courfe 
of a few days, we will fettle our plan ; — 
meanwhile I fhould not wifli cither my 
marriage or intentions to tranlpire." 

Mr. Monvel bowed acquiefcence, and 
revei ted to his Lordfhip's recent accident. 

Clement profeffed himfelf at a lofs to 
guefs to whom he owed the favour. Not 
chufing to mention his real fufpicions to 
the fteward, he thought it poflible he might 
have been miftaken for fomebody elfe. 

" It is certainly wrong, my Lord, to fuf- 
peft any body of fo atrocious a deed; but, 
God forgive me ! for I cannot help think- 
ing that Dubois, who bears but an ugly 
name, was concerned in the bufinefs.'* 

" Let us hope not, Mr. Monvel; for I 

fhould 
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flioiild be very forry to confider the Baronefs 
as a principal in the affair/' 

** God forbid indeed, my Lord ! As you 

ftatc the matter, I hope I am miftaken. — 

No, no, bad as Ihe is, I am fure Ihe never 

thought of attempting the life of the fathef 

of her child. I prbteft my blood runs cold 

^t the bare idea. Though how Ihe could. 

abandon her daughter, is beyond my com- 

prehenfion j but flie cannot be bleffed with 

* mother's feelings." 

A fummons to dinner broke up the 

Conference, and immediately aftel* Mr. 

^'lonvcl fet out upon his return to Lau- 
sanne/ 

Clement and Meredith talked the matter 
Icrioufly over when they returned for the 
i>ight, and the former refolved to empower 
the ftcward, conjointly with Mr. Haller, 
to prevent his wife from touching any more 
of the money arifmg from the fale of her 
cftates, whicTi Ihould remain in the banker's 

K X hands 
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hands till his marriage was diflblved, wheii 
Ihe might beftow it upon whom fhe pleafcd. 
Five days more clapfed without forward- 
ing Lord Clancaftie's wife plan j and Cle- 
ment began to talk of his departure. Mr. 
Maynard was afraid he was not fufficiently 
recbvered to travel -, but he was too well 
convinced of the anxiety the Marquis and 
Marchionefs muft feel, to allow him to delay 
his journey upon mere perfpnal confide- 
rations a moment longer than was necef- 
fary. Meredith and himfelf therefore agreed 
to fet out on their return to Geneva on the 
following Monday, from whence Clement 
meant to fend fome tokens of his gratitude 
to his hoft and his daughter. 

As they intended to fleep at Laufannc the 
firft night, he determined to fetde his bu- 
finefs with the fteward at his own, or Mn 
Haller's houfe, and wrote accordingly to 
that gentleman ; who hoped, in his anfwcr, 
that his Lordfhip and Mr. Meredith would 
honour him fo far as to take up^eir abode 

under 
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under his roof while they remained at 
Laufanne : he fliould therefore take the 
liberty of expefting them, if he heard no- 
thing to the contrary. They were pleafed 
vdth his confiderate propofal, and were fe- 
rioufly debating that, and various other 
Blatters on the Sunday morning, when Mr, 
Monvcl was announced. 

So unexpected a vifit rather furprifed 
Clement, who ordered him to be fhcwn in. 

" I (haU not apologize for thus intruding, 
unfummoned, upon your Lordfhip, as I am 
convinced the importance of my errand 
will plead my excufe. This letter (taking 
one out of his pocket-book) reached me 
exprefs not an hour ago ; and I did not 
chufe to take any fteps in the bufmefs till 
I had confulted your Lordfhip." 

" You are very oJDliging, Sir," faid Cle- 
ment, holding out liis hand for the letter ; 
*^pray be feated." 

K3 The 
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The fteward did as he defired ; while, with 
a degree of emotion he vainly endeavoured 
to conceal, the Earl recognized Madame 
de Grand-Pre's writing, and read as fol- 
lows: — 



cc 



My GOOD MONVEL, 



'* Do me the favour, upon the 
receipt of thefc few lines, to fet out for 
Chamberry, as I have many thin^ to 
fettle with you, which render a pcrfonal 
interview neceflary. I have many objec- 
tions to coming to Laufanne. You will 
find me at the Convent of St. Mary, the 
Abbefs of which is become one of my bcft 
and moft intimate friends ; you will there- 
fore aik for her, as it is not generally 
known I am in this Convent, therefore let 
me requeft you would come alone. Do not 
let any of my former friends know you 
have heard from me, particularly thoic 
Dubois's, who, I know, are no favourites of 
your's : indeed 1 begin to think I have fuf- 

fcred 
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fcred them to miflead me ftrangclyi but 
more of that when we meet. Be punftual ; 
TL ihall cxpeft you between three and four 
the afternoon of Tuefday. 



"Your's &c. 



** MARIA, 



" BaroM/s of Grand-Pr/.*' 



Cmueat rf St. Mary^ 



Clement did not raife his eyes till he had 
abnoft learned thefe few lines by heart-r- 

*^ Should ftie, after all, be able to prove 
her innocence !" The bare furmife made 
the blood mantle in his cheeks, while he 
exclaimed in a tone demonftrative of his 
agitation, *^ I will accompany you, Mr. 
Monve]. — Meredith, this letter is from" my 
wife ! She is, and n:ay have been fr hi the 

K 4. nicmcat 
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moment of our fcparation, in a Convent at 
Chamberry ! Should it prove fo — but then 
would not Jeannette hav€ known where 
fhe was? and would not fhc have fought 
her daughter ? — I am again deluding my- 
felf with falfe hopes. But I muft fee her. 
The worft certainty, I have always faid, is 
prc^ferable to the ftate of fufpenfe I have 
fo Ions: been in/' 

" Are you well enough, my Lord, to 
undertake fuch a journey ?*' enquired 
Monvel. 

" You mull not think of it my dear 
friend," cried Meredith, in Englifli ; " re- 
member how very lately your life has been 
attempted. I have lived in aTort of conti- 
nual dread ever fince you have been in the 
caftle i and you know I have always ob- 
jedted to your going into the garden, for I 
cannot diveft myfelf of the idea of your 
recent cfcape." 

** But as I cannot remain for ever in this 
caftle/' replied Clement, " it will be ncccf- 
fary to diveft yourfelf of a few of thofc 

kind 
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kind fears. To Geneva I muft go at all 
events ; and I really fhould never forgive 
^yftlf if I was to fiiffcr fuch an opportunity> 
^hich may never return, to efcape me,— - 

Taking, up his difcourfc in French — 

** My friend, Mr. Monvel, is infeded with 

^ few womanilh fears -, but as no one need 

*^now I mean to accompany you to Cham- 

k^crry, nor even that you are going there, 

^ cannot conceive I fhall run any rifk from 

^hefe fecret enemies I muft allow I feem 

TO have." 

" I cannot agree with you," replied Me- 
redith. ** Suffer me to go to Chamberry , 
I can fay or do any thing you delire, con- 
vey a letter, and bring you an anfwer/' 

** You are very obliging ; but confider whom 

J am going to fee, and remember how many 

queftions \vhich I am authorized to afk,. you 

' could not put to a female, and a flranger." 

*' I own, my Lord,*' faid Monvel, "f 

think you ought to fee the Baconefs* No 

K 5 cnc 
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one fhould be condemned unheard. I would 
aimoft pledge my life for your fafety, Sup- 
pofe you travel in your own carriage to 
Geneva, and fleep there to-morrow night. 
I will engage a voiturin for my journey, 
without telling the man where I am going. 
I have got an excellent cabriolet, and can 
take your Lordfhip up at Carouge, a fmall . 
town about a mile and a half out of Geneva, 
on the Savoy fide : by that means no one 
can be aware of the road you are going ; 
and by waiting upon the Baronefs in my 
ftead, you muft force her to an expla- 
nation." 

" Well, if you are refolved to go, my 
Lord," faid Meredith, " I am determined 
to accompany you, and to go armed ; there -» 
fore procure me a faddlc-horfe, Mr. 
Monvel, for I chufe to ride, becaufc I ihall 
be better able to fee who approaches the 
carriage." 

" But why, my dear Meredith, will you 
perfift in feeing danger where there can be 
none ? I am fcnfible of the kind motive 

which 
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.which makes you defiroiis of attending'^ 
me, and {hall be glad of your company ; but 
my exiftence would become a burthen if I 
"was always to fancy myfclf belet with af- 
faffins." 

•' Believe me, my Lord, I ftiould never 
forgive myfelf if I was to lead you into any 
danger,** faid Monvel. " I will acknow- 
ledge I think Dubois a defperate fellow ; 
but, if there is any^ faith to be put in wo- 
^man, he does not know the Baronefs is at 
Chamberry. However, fuppofe you fufFer 
me to go alone 5 you can write to her, and I 
will forfeit my life but I will bring you an 
anfwer : this may anfwer every end of your 
. feeing her/' 

" No, no, my good Monvel, as fhe'ad- 
dreffes you, fee her I muft. If Ihe is inno* 
cent, why Ihould I delay my happinefs? 
and if fne is guilty, I ilhall take her una- 
wares : therefore fay no more ; for if I was 
forced to cut my way through an enemy's 
camp, I would endeavour to fee her. We 
will fet out then this afternoon for Geneva; 

k6 we 



we can (kep at Merges, and thus reach 
that town early enough to-morrow to join 
you at Carouge* Mr. Monvel, whither you 
will proceed with all neceflary expedition. 
We need not take an abfolutc leave of Mr. 
Maynard, as fo abrupt a departure would 
be a very ill return for the hofpitality wc 
have met with ; befidcs, I fhoukj rather wifh 
his fervants to fuppofe wc are coming back 
again." 

Finding it in vain to oppofe his wiflbes, 
Meredhh only .repeated his injundions te 
Monvel to procure him a good faddle-hortej 
and a v^ituririy whofc fecrecy and fidelity 
he could depend upon j and then fuffcred 
him to depart, after he had promifed tc 
give them the meeting the following event- 
ing at Carouge. 

Mr. May nard, though forry for their de- 
parture, was very happy to underftand they 
meant to pay him another vifit ; and as Mc» 
rcdith was very averfe to travelling afc^i 
I -. dark, 
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dark, they left Grand-Pre, attended by 
Watfon, foon after twelve -, flept, as they had 
agreed, at Marges, and reached Geneva in 
very good tinac on the Monday ; left the 
carriage and fervants at the inn where the 
reft of their fuite had taken up their 
abode, merely defiring they would wait 
their return ; and juft before the clofing of 
the gates, fet out on foot for Carouge. 

Monvel was waiting for thenJ, and con- 
duced them to a very good inn j and the 
next morning, more anxious than he chofe 
to acknowledge, Clement fet out again, 
almbft at a certainty of feeing the woman 
h^ had fo long fought in vain. 

They contrived to reach the place . of 
their deftination about the time ap- 
pointed in the Baronefs's letter j Meredith, 
by agreement, keeping at a diftance from 
the carriage as they drew near their jour- 
ney's end, that he might not be fuppofed 
to be of their party. They had enquired 

at 
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at Aix, the laft poft town, where the Con- 
vent of St. Mary ftood, and were informed 
it was not far from the gate they were to 
go in at ; the back of it looked towards the 
ramparts, mentioning feveral other parti- 
culars it was 4iftingui(hed by, which ren- 
dered it. impoflible to miftake it. Therefore, 
for fear there fhould be any fpies at the 
gate, Clement chofe to alight before they 
entered the town, meaning to proceed di- 
reftly to the Convent, as the moft efFeft'ual 
means of taking the Baronefs by furprife -, 
fo promifing the fteward to join him and 
Meredith at the inn where he was known, to 
which he direfted him^ he fet out, attended 
by MonvePs bell wiflies for his fucceft. 

Meredith was too fer behind to oppofe 
' his intentions, and only learned how he had 
afted upon reaching the inn. As they had 
merely taken a fnap upon the road, orders 
were given for dinner to be ready by half 
paft five, his Lordfliip having afllired 
4 Monvel 
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DiAonvel he would join them by that time, 
and very probably long before. 

By way of pafling the intermediate fpace, 
Meredith and he took a turn in the town, 
leaving word, in cafe Clement fhould come 
while they were out, that they fhould be at 
home by five, informing the, hoftefs they 
expeifted a gentleman, who had promifed 
to meet them there. 

During their walk, they reconnoitered the 
Convent from the ramparts, and agreed that 
the ladies were very fecure ; returned home 
before the appointed time, but found no one 
had been enquiring after them, which they 
agreed was a good fign. However from 
that time to half pail five they continued 
in momentary expedtation ; but a neigh- 
bouring Convent chimed the half ' hour 
without bringing Clement, and they were 
informed their dinner was ready : they 
therefore began to grow rather impatient 
for his arrival. 

There 
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There might be a difference in the clocks, 
Meredith obferved ; for no man was more 
punftual to his word than the Earl, and he 
would be anlwerable for their hearing from, 
or feeing him foon^ 

The clock ftruck fix without his prognof- 
tics being verified^ and they were informed 
the dinner was fpoiling. Meredith began to 
grow uneafy, but the fteward perfifted in 
his firft notion. , *' Time flipped away un- 
perceived by people in the Earl's and JBa- 
. roncfe's fituation ; they muft have a v^ 
many things to talk over, and he could not 
fuppofc the lady, who was always renowned 
for her hofpitality, would allow her hufband 
to leave her before he had dined.'* 

" In that cafe/' faid Meredith, *« it is 
of no ufe our waiting any longer.** 

Dinner was therefore brought in, and the 
table cleared without their feeing any thing 
of Clement. The fteward dared not rally any 
more -, Meredith was too vifibly uneafy to 

bear 
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bear it ; he even acknowledged he hardly 
knew what to think himfelf — 



** They certainly might have concluded 
their firft converfation before this time." 

s. 

-- The clock ftruck eight while he was 
Ipeaking; and Meredith, ftarting up, de- 
clared he would go to the Convent, and en- 
quire after him ; — he muft either have for- 
got his promife, or, what was far more 
Jikely, fomething muft have befel him. 
He ought not to have been fufFered to go 
to the Convent alone j he had a very bad 
opinion of the whole fraternity of Nuns 
and Friars j many of thefe religious houfes 
were a fort of ftate prifons, and many atro- 
cious crimes had been committed with im- 
punity under the fanftion of a Monaftery. 

The fteward, a Proteftant, like himfelf, 
had little to fay in favour of Convents j 
only thought his Lordfhip's rank would be 
bis prefervation if any mifehief was in- 
tended J 
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tended ; but agreed it would be but proper 
to enquire what liad detained him. They 
therefore fallied forth. The night was very 
dark, ir being juft a new moon, and not x 
ftar was to be feen; — a kind of horrid gloom,, 
perfectly in- unifon with Meredith's ideas^ 
.feemed to pervade the atmofpherc, as the 
town was not. lighted, fave here and there by^ 
a taper, or folitary lamp, at the kct of 
various Virgins, or other Saints, placed in 
the walls, or over the portals of the different 
Convents and churches. They could fcarcejy^ 
fee their hands when they got into the 
ftrcet 5 but having explored their way by 
daylight, they thought they fhpuld be able 
once more to find the Convent without a 
guide. 

Their endeavours proved fuccefsful, and 
Monvel rang the porterefs's bell. No one 
anfwered. Meredith feized the rope, and 
rang with ftill more violence ; but equally 
in vain, as no found iflued from within.— 
When the; bell had ceafed, after w^ting till 

' his 
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Ilk patience was quite exhauftcd, Meredith 
rang another peal; and would not have 
ccafcd as long as he could have made it 
ibund, if he had not heard footftcps flowly 
advancing from a diftance. 

" How the wretches crawl ! ** he exclaimed; 
** I do believe a life of total feclufioii 
hardens the hearti and deadens the feel* 
ingsl*' 

At lail a board was flowly flid from be- 
hind a fmall iron grate in the door at which 
they were ftanding ; and an ancient Nun^ 
with a glimmering taper in her hand, growled 
out — 

, «* Who is there ?'* 

*' Patience, my dear Sir T^whifpered the 
fteward, or — " ^ 

*^Pleafe to inform the Lady Abbefs, a 
gentleman wilhes to fpeak with her," faid 
Meredith, with as much compofure as he 
could -aflume. 

"CaU 
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** Call again in the morning," was the 
anfwer, in the fame agreeable tone i and the 
Hide began to move. 

" Hold !" cried Meredith, preventing its 
being fliut. 

'' What would the man have ?'* afked 
the mild-tempered lady ; '* take your an- 
fwer, and begone !'* 

" I want to fee the Abbefs,'* f^d Mere- 
dith ; " I muft fee her upon bufinefs of the 
greatefl- importance." 

" Neither my Lady Abbefs nor any of 
her Nuns fee company at this time of night j 
take away your hand> or I will alarm the 
guard.*' 

A twitch of the fleeve from the fteward 
made Meredith once more lower his tone — » 

" My good lady, I was unacquainted with 
your ftrift rules. I want to fpeak to the 
gentlcmian who came here between three 
and four o'clock this afternoon. He has not 
left the Convent, has he ?" 

** I know 
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** I know of no gentleman, or any man, 
who came at the time you mention 3 and I 
muft have feen him either in coming in, or^ 
going out. I always attend the gate, and 
have not been abfent from my duty fincc 
twelve o'clock: befides if any gentleman 
had entered thefe walls, depend upon it he 
would have been long fince difmifled.'* 

An eflfort, as fhe concluded, forced the 
Aide into its place, and they heard her walk 
away. 

Prepared to dread fonlething terrible, this 
tonfirmatioit of all his fears rendered Me- 
redith all but infane ; he caught faft hold 
of his companion — 

" Monvel, till this moment . I have 
thought you a man of -honour ; but, by the 
God that made me, if you do not this in- 
ftant tell me what is become of my friend — ** 
He paufed — '^ You know I am armed j 
and fliould my own life pay the forfeit the 
next moment, you fhall precede me to the 

grave i 
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grave ; therefore cbnfcfs all you know, if 
you do not wilh to make me defperate/* 

"^^ Let me requeft, Sir,'* replied the feri- 
oufly alarmed Monvel, *' that you will allow 
yourfelf a fliort time to deliberate before 
you pronounce me guilty j and confider 
whether it is probable I ihould have en- 
gaged in a plot to deprive the Earl either 
of his life or liberty. I take Heaven to wit- 
nefs I never was in the Baronefs's confi- 
dence. I can prove the receptipn qf the 
letter, which has, I am afraid, put him in 
her power.*' 

" Well, Sir, there is. a bare poffibility of 
your being innocent; but I ^ill not lofe 
fight of you till I have fecn my friend, and 
if you have decoyed him into the power of 
his enemies — — " 

" I am incapable of fo bafe an aftion, 
Sir 5 but I can freely forgive your prefent 
fufpicions. But if you will only allow yourfelf 
to refleifl, you muft know I could not have 
forged the letter 1 brought to Grand-Pre." 



(C 



That 
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" That Is faying nothing. I confider you 
as an accomplice of the Baronefs'si — you 
perhaps advifcd her how to write 5 at all 
events, you rather perfuaded my friend to 
undertake this fatal journey, and fatal it fhall 
prove to you if he is not foon forthcoming/' 
" If, upon a fair inveftigation of the mat- 
ter, you find me guilty, Sir, I neither expeft 
nor wifh for mercy ; and, as for the Ba- 
, ronefs, though appearances are certainly 
very ftrong againft her, I cannot believe fhc 
was concerned in the laft attempt upon the 
Earl's life, or that fhe had any defign, when 
Ihe wrote to me, to delude him thither ; for 
could Ihe divine he would prefent himfelf 
in my ftead?" 

*' You poflibly gave her a hint of his 
intentions, Mr. Monvel. I think the Ba- 
roncfs and the Dubois's capable of any 
thing; and, till I have very convincing 
proofs to the contrary, I muft think you are 
in the fame league. Ifi Was in following 
you to Grand- Pre he met. with his former 

^ accident s 
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accident; it was by your advice he came 
hitlier/' 

''Well, Sir, time alone muft elucidate 
this myftery, which you may believe me 
when I fwear I am as anxious as yourfelf 
to have folved. I can confefs nothingi 
for the beft of all poflible reafons^ I know 
nothing; therefore inftead of wafting any 
more time in accufing me, fuppofc we fix 
upon fome plan more likely to relieve our 
joint anxieties ?'* 

** I will force the Convent gates," cried 
Meredith, '^ rather than not find my friend." 

** Do not commit any imprudence. Sir? 
we may very eafily get ourfclves into pri- 
fon, which will efix^Aually prevent us from 
purfuing thofe refearches it is become fo 
neceffary to make.'-* 

A moment'* reflexion convinced Mere- 
dith of the juftice of this remark; being total 
ftrangers, and Proteftants, they fhould be 
condemned unheard, if once accufed of facri- 
lege» 

'' I fub- 
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** I fubfcribe to the truth of what you 
fay, Monvel, and fincerely wifti you may 
be able to convince me of your innocence : 
however do not let us lofe a moment in 
purfuing the moft legal method to gain 
fome information of Lord EUefmere." 

^^ Let us then firft apply to the Confef- 
for of the Convent ; he is the only perfon 
who can gain admittance there at this time of 
night." 

Meredith applauded the notion ; and 
was forced, almoil againft his will, to form 
a more favourable opinion of Monvel, as he 
certainly would not be fo earneft to make 
further enquiries if he dreaded the refult of 
a clofer inveftigation of this ftjange affair. 
The old portercfs might have told the truth 
when (he faid no gentleman had been at 
the Convent ; Clement might have been 
waylaid, and enticed into lome other houfe, 
where perhaps he was aflured he would 
find the Baronefs. However, taking hold 
of Monvel's arm, though he began to en- 
VOL. III. L tertain 
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tertain fome doubts for his own fafcty, they 
entered the firft houfe wHere they faw a 
light, to enquire where they could find the 
Holy Father they wiflied to confult, who, 
they prefumed, did not inhabit the interior 
of the Convent. 

His apartments joined the Monaftery, 
they were informed, but had a private door, 
which led into a back ftreet. 

Thither they repaired, and fought for 
fome time round the high walls that cn- 
compaffed the building, before they could 
find the door they had been direfted to, as 
neither lamp nor taper before any flirine 
facilitated their refearches. At laft thev 
felt a bell, which they pulled by chance. 
It proved the right one, and a fmart young 
female foon prcfented herfelf to receive 
their commands. 

Monvel had requefted his paffionate com- 
panion to allow him to be orator, and ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly requefted to know whether the 
Reverend Father could be fpoken with. 

*^ He was particularly engaged ; they had 
better call again in the morning." 

Monvei grew more urgent, making ufc 
at the fame time of a never- failing argu- 
menf, namely, a fix livre piece, which 
gained them admittance into an excellent 
reom, and convinced Meredith, the Con- 
fcflbr of a woman's Convent was rather an 
enviable lituation. 

Their conduftrefs rang a bell, which 
founded at a great diftance, and it was fome 
time before they heard any one approach- 
ing ; at laft the found of footfteps in the 
anti-chamber they had croffed, gave them 
hopes their curiofity was in a fair way of 
being gratified. Their female companion 
haftened to meet the perfon Ihe had fum- 
moned, and in a few minutes, which ap- 
peared hours to Meredith, Ihe returned, 

L 2 followed 
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followed by a tall, thin, raw-boned Monk, 
between fifty and fixty ; his manners were 
far more prepoffefling than his figure j he 
faluted his vifiters with great politenefs, 
entreated they would" refume their feats, 
ahd, laflly, begged to know their com- 
mands. 

Monvel produced the letter he had re- 
ceived from the Baronefs, and, without 
fpeaking, put it into the Friar's hand, who 
approached the wax-lights, which were 
burning over the chimney, put on his fpec- 
tacles, and with great deliberation read the 
cpiftle ', then faid — 

*' There is no lady of this name in the 
Convent, gentlemen. Did either of you pre- 
fent yourfclf at theAbbefs's grate at the 
time appointed ?" 

"Neither of us did, Reverend Father,** 
replied Monvel ; •^ but a particular friend 
of mire, who could do the bufinefs alluded 
to in thai letter as well as myfelf, (I am the 

perfon 
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'perfon to whom it is addrefled), waited 
upon the Abbefs about that time ; and as 
we^have not feen him fince, we begin to 
be ferioufly alarmed.** 

The Friar exprcffcd his aftonilhment, 
again repeating — 

*^ The writer of that letter was certainly 
not an inmate of the Convent. Had they 
made any enquiries of the porterefs ?** 

m 

Meredith mentioned what had pafled be- 
tween them and that lady. 

" Then depend upon it, gentlemen, your 
friend never entered the Convent of St. 
Mary. I cannot account for your having 
been all of you fo ftrangely and fo wilfully 
mifled, as I cannot forefee what end it was 
to anfwer. What rcfrefhments can I offer 
you?" 

L 3 Both 
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Both gentlemen declined takii^ any thing; 
and finding there was no chance of obtain- 
ing any farther intelligence of the objeft 
of thdir enquiry, they were forced to take 
their leave ; — the Friar jurofelfed the greateft 
\vilh to fcrve them as he accompanied them 
to the door, and advifed their calling upon 
the Abbefs the next morning (even he 
could not fee her at that time of night), to 
enquire whether flie was privy to this ftrange 
letter. 



r 



More at a lofs than ever, ( though he by 
no means confide red what the Friar hadfaid 
as exculpating Monvel), Meredith, having 
firft formed his own refolution, afkcd his 
companion — 

" What muft be done next?" 
" We muft go immediately to the Com- 
mandanVs, Sir,*and ftate the cxa<5t truth to 
that gentleman. By virtue of his authority 
we naay take whatever fteps feem moft 
likely to relieve our prcfent anxiety." 

« Is 
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" Is this man guilty or innocent ?" thought 
Meredith. " He propofes doing the very- 
thing I had determined upon ! He furely 
can have nothing to fear ; but let me, for 
the prefent, fufpend my judgment/' 

Conduded by the firft perfon they met 
willing to oblige them, they proceeded to the 
Commandant's, or Governor's of the Town, 
Meredith hoping to obtain an order for 
immediately- fearching the Convent, if they 
did not, upon a proper requifition, pro- 
duce his friend, as he could not help thinking, 
in Ipite of what either the poxterefs or Con- 
fcffor had faid, that Clement wa& a prifoney 
within thofe walls. They reached the Gover- 
nor's palace, or hotel, juft as the clock 
ftnicktcn, but learned, to their inexpreflibie 
Vexation, that gentleman had dined in the 
country at a friend's feat, about two niiles 
from Chamberry, and was not expefted 
home before eleven or twelve the next 
morning. 

L 4 ^^ Could 
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** Could not they obtain permiflion from 
the perfon who held the keys in his abfence,'* 
Meredith enquired, '^ to leave the town to 
vifit him?'* 

The porter was certain no fuch indul- 
gence could be granted them j and even a 
handfome bribe did not make him alter his 
tone. 

Foiled in every attempt to gain any in- 
telligence of his abfent friend, Meredith 
began -to believe in the doftrinc of fatality* 
What ought nt\it to be done, he could not 
rtfolve ; therefore again applied to Monvcl, 
who now declared himfelf equally at a lols 
what to advife. There was a chance that the 
Earl might be waiting for them at the inn ; 
thither therefore they hurried, but found 
no Clement. 

The landlady, wha thought her ; guefts. 
aded very ftrangely, ventured to enquire 

whether 
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whether the gentleman they feemed fo 
anxious about, refided in the town. 



^^ Do you recolle6t a gentleman and lady, 

who lodged' at your houfc, having left their 

infant daughter and her nurfe behind them, 

about this time twelvemonth ?" aflced 

_ Meredith. 

"As well as if it was but yefterday. Sir ; 
and the gentleman came to fetch the young 
lady away laft March that ever was. Lord 
help you ! I was hand in glove with Ma- 
demoifeUe Jeannette while fhe remained 
\ here." 

^* Then it is that very gentleman who 
recommended us to your houfe, and whom 
we expeftj we are afraid fome accident 
has befallen him." 

The good lady expreffed great concern, 
and afked them feveral queftions which they 
were very much at a lofs how to ^fwer. 

I- 5 •'.Have 
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^* Have you ever feen that lady in Cham- 
berry fince that period ?" alked Meredith> 
by way of evading replying to her lafl: 
queftion. 

" Indeed I have not, Sir; but; if you 
think there is a chance of either her or the 
gentleman's being there, I will accompany 
you to the houfe where the nurfe lodged.'* 

As the cafe became more delperatc, like 
a drowning perfon, Meredith was eager to 
grafp at a ftraw ; they therefore proceeded 
" to the houfe in queftion, and roufed the 
whole family without obtaining any intelli- 
gence of the perfon they fought. The land- 
lady returned home, and the two gentlemen 
reconnoitered every houfe it was likely Cle- 
ment had pafled in his way to the Monaf- 
tery ; for there they both thought he ftill 
was. 

Spiritlcfs and fatigued, at midnight they 
returned to their inn, had a fupper fet out 
for fafhion fake, but found it impoffible 

to 
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to eat , but, by way of enabling themfelves 
to renew their refearches in the morning, 
they drank a few glaffes of wine. 

. " If his Lordjfhip did not leave the town 
before the gates were clofed for the night, 
Monvel would be anfwerable for his forth- 
coming as foon as they had made his rank, 
and their fears known to the Governor.'* 

" IfV^ repeated Meredith, with particular 
emphafis, looking veryanxioufly in his face; 
perhaps you know he has left the town?'* 
You wrong me, upon my honour, Mr. 
Meredith. I repeat my former declara- 
tion, T am as ignorant, and not much lefs 
uneafy than yourfelf." 

** That time alone can difcover, Monvel. 
If you are innocent, you muft forgive my 
fufpicions ; if not, you know what you have 
to dread. A (hort time will, I hope, {<tx. my 
mind at eaie, and .convince me I have 
'Wronged you i at prefent only put yourfelf 
in my place, and remember the life of my 
friend is perhaps at ftake : I need not re- 

L 6 peat 
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peat at whofe inftigation he undertook this 
journey, nor remind you that you are ftiil 
fteward to the woman I dread. You perfift 
in thinking her innocent ; I am convinced 
flie is at the bottom of the Earl's extraor- 
dinary difappearance. However, it is of no 
ufe reverting to the paft ; the future may 
clear your condui5l beyond a doubt." 

Monvel affured him it would ; and the 
fooner they obtained news of Lord Ellef- 
mere, the fooner he would be convinced 
that he had been an involuntary agent of 
the Baronefi's, as he never intended to 
further any bafe fcheme of either her's or 
the Dubois's, whom, he pronounced, if a 
plot there was, were very principally con- 
cerned in it. 

The family, and other guefts, had long 
retired to refts but Meredith and the ftew- 
ard continued, at intervals, to pace their 
room, neither chufmg to go to bed j 
fometimcs leaning out of the window, not-r 

withftanding 
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withftanding the feafbn and the air, being 
p$u*ticularly fharp fo near the Alp^/ 

Soon after the clock ftruck fiye. They 
now and then heard the footfteps of people 
going, to their daily labouj ; and Meredith 
-obferved it was time they were upon the 
move. Though the Governor was not in 
the town, there were military Officers at 
every gate, and they ought to fee them all, 
^d requeft that no one might be permitted 
to leave the town without undergoing a ftrict 
examination, 

Monvel made no objeftion ; on the con- 
trary, encouraged the idea. 

*^ He is perhaps certain that his Lord- 
lb ip has left the town," thought Meredith ; 
*^ in that cafe his prefent ready complianccf^^ 
and laft night's advice, are fully accounted 
for." 

' Monvel 
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Monvel propofed their taking different 
roads, to give the neceflary inftruflions, 
and meeting at the gate, by which they had 
entered, through which they underftood 
the road lay to the villa, where they ex- 
pe6led to find the Governor. 

Meredith now fancied his companion 
meditated making his efcape^ — could he 
have watched his motions, he would have had 
no objection to his plan i as it was, he did not 
chufe to lofe fight of him'; therefore 
adopting a fudden refolution, he faid — 

" The gates will not be open for this 
hour or more ; the Earl may come in fearch 
of us in that interval, fo do you remain 
here, while I run round to the .different 
Officers ; I will return for you the moment 
we can leave the town." 

Monvel faw through his defign ; but, ha* . 
ving nothing to fear> and being very anxious . 
to convince him his fufpicions were withtout ; 

foundation. 
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foundation, readily agreed to his propofal ; 
adding— 

** I give you my word of honour I will 
not leave this room till I either fee or hear 
from you." 

Meredith did not place much dependance 
upon this promife s but, attended by one of 
the ftable-people for a guide, as the morn- 
ing was as dark as the preceding evening 
had been, he inftantly fet out for the dif- 
ferent gates. The Officers upon duty pro- 
mifed to queftion every perfon who left the 
town in the interval till he returned from 
the Governor, but could not take upon 
themfelves to ftop any one without parti- 
cular orders from their fuperior Officer. — If 
Monvel was a man of honour, he would 
nor leave the inn, he reflected ; and if he 
was a rafcal, he would certainly confufe him- 
felf in his anfwers, and by that means af- 
ford the Officers an opportunity, of detain- 
ing him, (hould he attempt to make his 

efcapci 
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efcape ; it not being his intention to return 
for him, but to proceed to the Governor's 
with all poffible fpeed; to whom he meant 
to relate the exaft ftory, and then be 
guided, by his advice. 

Having, as he ^ hoped, taken every pre- 
caution, he grew rather moie tranquil 
while waiting at the gate, by which he was 
going out, for the keys being fent down ; and 
beguiled the time by converfing with the 
Captain upon duty. 

Juft as day began to dawn, the keys ar- 
rived. 

*^ According to oiir general rule,'* laid 
the Officer, *' we ought not to let down 
the bridges till we can diftinguifh a perfon 
to know them at fifteen paces' diflance ; but 
as you are really going to the Governor upon 
bufinefs of importance, 1 wUl not detain you 
for mere form fake j" ordering: the draw- 
bridges to be let down, 

Meredith 
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Meredith fcarcely allowed the foldiers to 
perform their tafk, fo anxious was he to be 
upon the road, and fprung upon the lafl: 
bridge, becaufe it was particularly flow in 
its defcent, and was fairly over before it 
had touched the ground. He inftantly took 
. to his heels, calling to his guide to follow 
hitn. 

• The only perfon he faw waiting to enter 
the city, was a Friar, muffled up in his cowl, 
owing, he prefumcd, to the coldnefs of the 
morning, 

• As he haftily ran paft, he glanced his 
eyes at him, faying — " Good morning. 
Father !" It ftruck him that this Monk, to 
judge by his drefs, was of the fame order as the 
Confeflbr he had vifited the preceding night 
feemed to be. What at any other time 
would have pajfled unnoticed, now ma^e him 
paufe, when, in turning his head to take 
another furvey ofthe figure, he perceived 
the Monk clofe to his heels i and the well- 
known 
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known voice of Clement greeted his ears, 
with — 



'^ Hufh, my dear friend ! defire your 
guide to walk forward ; tell him you will 
overtake him." , 

Meredith, fortunately perhaps, was un- 
able to fpeak : he caught hold of Cle- 
ment's hands, but could neither enquire the s 
reafon of his difguife, hafty precaution, or 
even exprefs the joy with which his heart 

overflowed. 

\ • 

The guide ftppped. Qemcnt, who had 
moft prefence of mind, faid — 

" Step forward, my child, while I Ipeak 
to this gentleman." 

A -man of his facred profeffion was furc 
to be obeyed ; the two friends were there- 
fore foon left to themfelves. 



(C 
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^^ Now for Heaven's fake tell me why 
[ find you here, and thus difguifed ?" faid 
Meredith. " You do not know what I have 
fufFered fince we parted !" 

" I knew you would be very uneafy, 
but I could not relieve your fears. I have 
been engaged in- a very ftrange^ affair; in- 
Iced I hardly know whether I am fafe in 
this difguife : but it would have enabled me 
to enter the town without fear of being 
molcfted/* 

• ** For God's fake, explain yourfclf ; do 
you fuppofe your perfon in any danger ?'* 

^\ In fome refpefts I do, for I have rob- 
bed a Convent ; and you are perhaps ac- 
quainted with the punilhment attached to 
fuch i crime, in a Catholic country." 

** What, I fuppofe you have brought off 
the Baronefs ;— but never fear ; fure your 
claims upon her are prior to thofe of the 
Church?" 

*^ No, upon my honours my compa- 
nions, on the contrary, have defeated that 
good lady's fchemes. But where is Monvel ?'* 

^"Safe, 
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" Safe, I truft. Was he in the plot ?*' 
" I do not think he was. But have a 
little patience, and I will enter into a 
few neceflary details." 

*^I will not fpeak another word," inter- 
rupted Meredith. " Let us ftcp on the 
other fide of this wall ; we Ihall be much 
warmer, and not fo much obferved ; the 
guide fees us, and will ftop.'* 

Clement readily complied ; and while 
he recapitulates his late adventures, in a very 
hafty manner, to his wondering friend, we 
will take the opportunity of relating them 
rather more at length* ' 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 



HE moment he alighted, Clement pulhed 
ward towards the Convent with all ima- 
lable fpeed. A few, very few minutes, 
uld, he hoped, terminate his anxiety. — ► 
3uld the Baronefs be able to clear her 
idudt to his fatisfaftion — the bare idea 
s rapture ! — but he dared not indulge 
at he confidercd as a mere delufion of 

fancy. 

With an unfteady hand, owing to his in- 
nal agitation, he rang the Convent bell ; 
d, upon the porterefs making herappear- 
ce, afkcd for the Lady Abbefs. 

Without 
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Without fpeaking, the Nun admitted him 
within the gloomy walls, and led the way 
into a handfome parlatory, rang a bell, and 
left him to his own refleftions. 

In a few feconds an elderly Nun made 
her appearance at the grate, and enquired 
if he was not the perfon come by appoint- 
ment to meet a lady upon bufinefs. 

« The fame," he faid. 

"The Abbefs is indifpofed," faidfliej 
" but our Holy Father will do the honours 
of the houfe in her ftead >" fummoning 
a lay fifter, who de fired Clement would 
follow her. He did, and was conduced 
through various paflages to the foot of a 
ftaircafe, which they afcended in filcnce. 
She knocked at a door on the iecond 
ftory, and was defired to enter. She did fo, 
making Clement a fign to advance, which he 
readily obeyed, and found himfelf in a Ipa- 
cipus apartment in one of the wings of the 

•Convene 
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Convent, Three Friars were fitting at a 
table, their breviaries before them, and were 
•too intent upon their devotions to raife their 
eyes. His condudtrefs whifpered one of 
them, who inftantly rofe ; and, leading the 
way to an inner room, beckoned to Cle- 
ment to follow him. 

** Be fo kind as to have a little patience, 
young man ; I will foon difpatch my bufi- ' 
nefs — I Ihall then be at leifure to attend to 
you," retiring, and clofing the. door after 
him. 

This was by no means the reception ' 
Clement was prepared to expeft. He hoped 
to have been introduced to Madame de 
Grand- Pre immediately : however there 
was now no remedy l^ut patience, though 
he reflefted that he was fo unlike Monvel, 
ihould the Baronefs aflc any queftions, (he 
would certainly fathom his fcheme, and. 
would very probably, inthat cafe, frame fomfc 
cxcufc to difmifs him without an intcrview#» 

Thc^. 
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The room he was in was long and narrow ; 
at the farther end was a tolerable fire i to 
the left two windows ftrongly grated, which 
looked into a back court ;' the walls were 
hung with tapeftry, which, though old, was 
in very good prefervation ; three chairs, 
and a fmall table comprifed the furniture; 
and in one corner hung a Monk's outward 
robe. There was fo little either to admire, 
or even to be feen, that his patience was foon 
exhaiifted ^ as the longer he was left alone, 
the more he dreaded obtaining the inter- 
view, the hopes of which had brought him 
to the Convent. The conference, or pray- 
ers fcemed over in the next room*, as all 
was as filent as the grave. The Friar was 
gone to let the Baronefs know he was. in 
waiting; ihould fhe take the alarm, he 
fhould foo^;i be dilmiffed. 

At laft he heard footfteps approaching 
the door j his agitation became almoft un- 
governable: but only perceiving the Monk 
uho had fhcwn him in, he cxpcftcd to heai>; 

I the 



£ L L ES MER E. . "241 

the Baronefs was not well enough to fee 
him, or fome fuch frivolous excufe ; he wa^ 
therefore rather agreeably furprifed when 
he faid-— 

*' I am afraid you have thought me long ; 
here is fome bread and wine — pray make 
free -, I will be with you again in a few mi- 
nutes 'y owing to the Abbefs's illnefs, I am 
full of bufmefs i" hurrying away without 
giving his gueft time to anfwer him. 

** He wifhes to keep me in good-humour, 
however, it fhould feem," thought Clement. 
** As the Baronefs's fteward, I have no right 
to expeft to be treated with very great 
rclpeft. Perhaps Ihe is bufy — may have 
company — or may be waiting fpr fomething 
concerning the bufmefs fhe wiflied to talk 
over withMonvel/' — Thus did he endea- 
vour to account for this ftrange delay. 

The bread was very good, and he made 

free, as the Friar had defired him, with both 

VOL. III. M that 
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that and the wine ; made up his fire, and 
paced the room till he could no longer 
diftinguilh the furrounding objefts. The 
clock ftruck fix ; he began to grow very 
impatient, and blamed himfelf for not ha- 
ving fuffered Monvel to wait upon his 
miftrefsj — he might have brought her to 
an explanation by that means ; and now 
there were a thoufand chances but he fhould 
be difmiffed without feeing her. How muft 
he ad in that cafe ? — 

At laft he refolved to leave a letter 
with the Confeflbr \ wifhed the thought had 
ftruck him fooner, and that he had alked 
for pen, ink, and paper, to beguile the 
time. 

About half after fix the Friar returned 
again, bearing a fmall wax taper in 
his hand. He looked at, the bottle ; then 
enquired whether his gueft chofe any thing 
more either to cat or drink. 

Clement 



, \ 

.*-^-.-. 
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Clement thanked him ; only ^^ hoped he 
Ihould foon be favoured with the Baronefs's 
Hcommands. 

^^ In a few minutes, yoUng man j'* leav- 
ing him again in the dark, and taking the 
bottle, and the remains of the bread away 
with him. 



\ 



What could be her motive for ap- 
poiating Monvel to come fo early if fhe 
meant to keep him in waiting thus ? The 
Friar does not feem to fufpeft I am not the 
perfon who was expeited, therefore fhe can 
have no idea whofe patience fhe is putting 
to the trial. He then blamed himfelf very 
feverely for not having made an excufe to 
leave the Convent for half an hour, to tran- 
quillize his friend, who he knew would be 
ferioufly uneafy at his not returning at the 
appointed time ; — to have requefted the 
Confelfor to have fent word, or a note to 
the inn, would have difcovered what he was 
fo particularly anxious to conceal. There 
was therefore no remedy; and Meredith, 

M 2 he 
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he thought, muft have patience as well 
himfelf. — 

Stich were his reflexions as he continu 
to pace his room by the glimmering lig 
his fire afforded. Soon after the clock h 
ftruck feven, he heard feveral people em 
the room he had proffed. " She comes 
laft," thought he, taking his feat near t 
fire, with his back towards the door, r 
to furprife her too much upon her fi 
entrance. The party he had heard, enter 
into converfation ; but as he could not d 
tinguifh any female voices among the 
he thought thefe were the people concern 
in the bufinefs on which Monvel had be 
fcnt for, and that they had not finally agre 
upon fome points of law. In vain did 
endeavour to difcover what they were n 
upon; — the door between the apartmei 
was too thick to favour his wilhes, and 
remained for another hour in a ftate of fi 
penfe, which grew more painful isvery n 
jiutcj till, wearied out, he came to a-rei 

Juti 
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lution to intrude amongft them, and requeft 
to be conducted to the Baronefs. 



He had fcarcely formed the determina- 
tion ere the conference broke up, and his 
former' vifiter entered, with fome papers 
in one hand, and a light in the other. He 
walked up to the table in filence, put 
down the papers, and, reaching a chair, de- 
fired Clement, who had rofe upon his en- 
trance> ^ to refume his feat. 

Very much difappointed, and almofl: con- 
vinced he fhould not fee the Baronefs, (and 
therefore had exerted an uncommon degree 
of patience to no purpofe), he waited in 
filence for the expefted explanation. The 
Friar*s countenance made it evident he had 
been fortifying his fpirits for this confer* 
ence, which ht thus began : — 

^^ Now, young man, pray who are you ?** 

M ^ Totally 
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Totally unprepared for fuch a queftion> 
Clement, hardly knowing what to fay, told 
him he thought it a very needlefs one, 
fince he knew by whofe orders he came to 
the Convent. 

^* Then arc you the Baroncfs dc Grand- 
Pre's ftcward ?" rejoined the Monk, with a 
look that convinced Clement he was not his 
dupe. 

" I do not pretend to fay 1 am. Holy 
Father ; but as I have bufinefs of even 
more importance than Mr. Monvel could 
have had with the Baronefs, and hold full 
power to aft, I have, with his leave, come 
in his place." 

" Mighty well, young man ! Both you 
and Mr. Monvel are very deferving of the 
Baroncfs's confidence ! The biters, how- 
ever, have been bit this time. But as I hold 
full power from that lady to treat with yoUy 
let us fee whether we ihali agree." 

Unfolding 
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Unfolding the papers which lay before 
him, he ran over one of them to himfeif ; 
then raifing his eyes> and fixing them upon 
the Earl, faid — 

" You ftand dete(5l:ed, Clement Daven^ 
port, of having again employed artifice to 
obtain a hearing of the Baronefs ; — now what 
have you to fay foryourfelf?'^ 

'* I certainly once, nay ftill bear that 
name. Father; and I have, as you obferve, 
endeavoured by ftratagem to obtain an in- 
terview with the Baronefs. But what have 
you to do with the bufmefs ? I came not 
to agree with you/* 

•* I am fcnfible yoii did not, young fel- 
low J but know, that lady has commiffioned 
me to treat with you in her name. You 
threaten, it feems, to claim her as your wife; 
but depend upon it, rafh unprincipled 
youth, flie will never again put herfelf in 
the power of fuch a bafe-born beggar. I 
fliall not take upon me to enumerate the 
crimes you have been guilty of previous to, 

M4 and 
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and fince your fuppofed union with this 
truly unfortunate lady, who acknowledges, 
deceived by your fpecious arts, 'fhe has, in 
fome refpefts, put herfelf in your power. 
I therefore require you, in her name, to re- 
nounce all thofe chimerical, claims you 
could never eftablifh, but which, neverthe- 
lefs, gave her fome uneafinefs. Here, fign 
that paper,'* putting one before him. 

Enraged beyond meafure at this artful 
manoeuvre of a woman he no longer doubted 
being capable of any crime, and with more 
pride and contempt than he had ever be- 
fore addreffed a fellow- creature, Clement 
told the Monk both him and the Baronefs 
were beneath his notice ; his only wifli was 
to be legally feparated from fuch an unprin- 
cipled woman. — 

'^ But can Ihe know I mean to enforce 
thofe claims fhe vainly hopes I fliall relin- 
quifh," he proceeded, " and yet dare to con- 
fider me as a bafe-born beggar, and to ac- 

cufe 
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cufc me of having deceived her, and of 
other crimes you prudently forbear to men- 
tion ? But why fliould I wafte my breath in- 
arguing the point with a prejudiced ftran- 
ger? Pray bring her forward. Father, and' 
you fhall foon be convinced who has molt 
right to complain." 

^*That I am already, young fellow; there- 
fore *^if you have any regard for your own 
intcreft, fign that paper, and leave every 
thing elfe to the Baronefs's generofity; — her 
fortune is la!*ge, and I know fhe is inclined 
to treat you with more kindnefs than, in 
my opinion, you deferve." 

** I njight with far more juftice urge the 
fame plea. Father ; but, depend upon it, I 
"will never fign any thing prefented Ito me 
in fuch a manner. The lady's fortune I am 
very ready to relinquifh, and all thofe claims 
ftie fo much dreads : but thefe points muft 
be legally difcuflcd before I give up my 
power." 

. " Your power, arrogant young man ! — 
But I will not argue with you -, fign that 

M5 paper. 
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paper ; • confider well where you are, and in 
whofe power ; do not farce me to proceed 
to extremities !". 

*' Do your worft, Fathers for, by the 
God that made me, I will not fign that, or 
any paper prcfentcd in fuch a manner/' 

The Friar was ftartled at Clement's angry 
vehemence, and was going to reply, when 
the found of a bell in the next room caught 
his attention. 

. " I muft now leave you, young man ^ 
refleft upon the confequenceof perfevcring 
in your prelent abfurd refufal during my 
abfcnce ; when I return, I fhall expe6t your 
final anfwer ;" leaving the room, and lock- 
ing the door after him. 

The bell had fummoned him to Meredith 
and the fteward. What paffed during that 
interview has already been related ; we fliall 
therefore return to Clement, who was 
now perfeftly convinced he was a pri- 
3 foner. 
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foncr, and had full time to refleft upon his 
imprudence in having thus rafhly put him- 
felf in the power of a woman, who had,, 
doubtlefs, before planned his aflallination, 
and who he had every reafon to believe 
Vrould, by means of her agents, proceed to 
any lengths, to force him to fign the papers 
the Monk had prefented to him. 

They ftill remained upon the table, but 
as he was in total darknefs, he could not, 
as he wijfhed, look tliem over ; nor did the 
Monk fuffer him to gratify his curiofity 
vrhtn he returned. He had been taking a 
few more glaffes of wine after he had dif* 
miffed his guefts, and in a peremptory ton6 
required Clement's final dccifion, who, 
taking up his hat,, faid — 

^* I will wifh you a good ercrifng, Fa- 
ther ; detain me at your peril. Yoii may be 
as much the Baronefs's dupt as' I have been ;. 
but depend upon it, even your facred order 

M 6 will 
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will afford you no protedion if you pro- 
voke an enquiry into your condudt/* 
*' You will not fign thele papers then?" 
" Not by compulfion, Father/' 
'* That Ihall be my laft refource, fon; 
but remember, your friends are at no cer- 
tainty you ever entered thefe walls, and if 
you ever wifh to leave them, you muft firft 
fet your name to thefe deeds : — you ihall 
have till midnight to refledt upon the al- 
ternative ; an oath never to reveal what 
has paffed between us, and compliance with 
the Baronefs's wifhes, procure you inftant 
liberty. If, on the contrary, (putting his 
hand into his bofom while he fpoke, and 
difcovering the haft of a poniard)— but no 
more — if you are wife, you will accept of 
your liberty upon the proppfed terms. It 
is now ten ; in two hours more you fhall 
fee me again s" once more leaving Clcipent 
to darknefs and his own refledions, who was 
now perfeftly convinced of the extent of 
Jiis danger. . 






His 
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His friends, as the Monk had juftly ob- 
ferved, were at no certainty of his having 
entered the Convent, and he had no doubt 
but the people who had laid fo iniquitous a 
plan, had fully provided for their own fafety. 
He was unarmed ^ and admitting he (hould 
be able to overpower the Friar, and de- 
prive him of his poniard, what chance had 
he of efcaping unmolefted ? On die con- 
trary, Ihould he fign the deeds in queftion, 
as the Monk was certainly ignorant of his 
rank, he would conceive he ran no rifk in 
fetting him at liberty, and by this means 
he might almofl: immediately be revenged 
of the Baronefs and all her accomplices ^ 
•^^ftiU to afford them the triumph of fuppo- 
fing.they had frightened him into compli- 
ance, was what he could not endure. Be- 
fides, would not the world in general confi- 
der fo forced a concefTion as an a<5l of great 
pufiUanimity ? And to punilh the Baronefs 
and her agents, he muft acknowledge why 
he had complied with their unreafonable 
demands ! Was there no poflibility of 

cfcape ? 
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efcape ? Such a ftep as this would neither 
impeach his honour nor his courage. His 
windaws were too ftrongly grated to admit 
of the attempt, had they been nearer the 
ground. He next examined the door of 
his apartment ; that was too well fecurcd 
to afford him any hope of forcing it open, 
unprovided as he was with tools of any 
kind. He therefore felt round the walls, 
thinking there might be fome other entrance 
into his apartment, concealed by the ta.* 
peftry with which it was hung ; but none 
could he difcover,. though he found it was 
only feparated from another room, on the 
fide oppofite the windows, by a wooden 
partition. 

While he was thus employed, he thought 
he diftinguifhed a murmuring found as o£ 
people whifpering near him. He liftened at- 
tentively , and caught the word — ^* Sir ! Sir '/* 
repeated feveral times in a female voice. 



(C 



Wbo 



ELLE&MBRE. 2$$ 

** Who calls?'' fdid he, in a low tone,, 
approaching ^ near as he could to the 
Ipot from whence the found proceeded. 

^^A friend!'* was the reply. "But 
Q>eak foftly, for Heaven^s fake P* 

The fpeaker feemed fo near him, Cle- 
ment thought to have put his hand upon 
her as he advanced towards her, but felt 
nothing but the old tapeftry ; he was there- 
fore convinced that the perfon was in the 
adjoining, apartment, and faid, in a ftill 
lower tone — 

'^ Where are you ?" 

*' Here,'* replied a female voice ; *' can- 
iK)t you feel my hand behind the hang- 
mgs r 

He did while fhe was fpeaking, and en- 
quired why fhe had addreffed him. 

The hand was withdrawn, and the voice 
anfwered — 

'' I wifh 
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" I wilh to fet you at liberty/' 
•' By what means, my kind friend?'* 
*^ I have no time to enter into details 
when even moments are precious. Another 
lady and myfelf are, I might fay, your fel- 
low-prifoners ; will you affift us in making 
our efcape if we can liberate you ?'* 

^* Only put me to the trial, and depend 
upon my honour. I will rifle my life in 
your defence ; and perifh, or make you the 
companions of my flight." 

" Spoken like a brave knight-errant .^ 
was the reply. '' But we muft proceed to 
aftion. Feel h-.ic." 

He did as fhe defined ; and, by prefling 
againft the tapefl:ry, felt there was a hole- 
in the partition big enough to admit a lady's 
hand. 

'^ I made this opening long fince," fhe 
proceeded, '* merely for the gratification of 
my curiofity ; it has been concealed by a 
pidlure : fhould we prove fortunate enough 
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tt> effeft our purpofe, I will enter into every 
neceflary explanation. If .you can but get 
this pannel out, (the wood is nearly rotten 
and-eafily yields to a fharp knife), you 
might get into our room ; — that once 
cffefted> we are prepared for the reft/' 
" Have you no light ?'* afked Clement* 
" None at all. We are fuppofed to be in 
bed ; this is a penfioner's apartment where 
I am upon trefpafs, being a Novice : but wc 
have two very fharp knives, which may 
a$fl you in the undertaking. My compa- 
riioh is upon the watch to give us timely 
notice of any one's approach i — they muft 
pafs our door, which opens upon the ftairs, 
to reach your anti-chamber i but any fud- 
dtn noife might procure us an immediate 
vifit.'* 

Clement had been feeling out the pannel 
-while fhe was fpeaking ; and without allow- 
ing himfelf a moment's time for further 
confide ration, he made a flit, with a pen* 
knife he had about him, along the bottom 

of 
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of the tapeflry, to avoid the trouble of 
drawing the nails with which it was fattened 
down, and then forced himfelf behind it. 
This was done in fo fhort a fpacc of time, 
that his kind friend was aftonilhed to feel his 
naked hand upon her's as fhe held it through 
the hole already mentioned, but which was 
not large enough to admit hb. 

He now eagerly afked for the knives^. 
and began his operations, convinced, if he 
could but fucceed in removing the pannel 
before any one came to interrupt him, he 
could eafily get through the fpace. His 
tools far furpaffcd his expeftations j the 
groove in the pannel ferved to guide, his 
knife ; and though his confined fituation ra- 
ther impeded his progrefs, before the clock 
ftruck eleven he had perfeftly eafed one 
fide, and had begun upon the' otheri 
in lefs than half an hour more, the whole 
pannel gave way, without much noife, to 
a gentle effort. Still his female friends feeihed 
fo alarmed,, that Clement crawled from 

behind 
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behind the tapqftry, in cafe the Friar Ihould 
have heard the jar, and return fooner than 
he expefted ; and aflured them the flit he 
had made would nqt be feen if he Ihould 
be troubled by this unwelcome vifiter. 

At the expiration of a few minutes, the 
Novice, who alone had hitherto addrcfled 
him, advifed him to endeavour to get 
through, lamenting he had no difguife, and 
wifliing fhe had had time to provide him with 
a lay-fifter's drcfs, which would have greatly 
facilitated their fcheme. The Monk's robe, 
he had before remarked, fecmcd likely to 
anfwcr the fame end 5 he therefore men- 
tioned it to her, and by her advice put it 
* through the pannel, and with fome diffi- 
culty fcrambled after it, the Novice affifting. 
him in his defcent. 

"We have not a moment to lofe,*' fdd 
(he J " quick aflume your difguife; if you 
are but careful to conceal your face, it may 

enfure 
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enfure all our retreats, though I think all 
the Nuns are fafe." 

" Have you nothing in your room I 
could carry in my hand to defend us in- 
cafe of neceflity ?" enquired Clement 5 '^for 
unfortunately I am quite unarmed, otherwife 
I Ihould not have been forced to have had 
recourfe to fuch mcafures to cfFedl my 
cfcape." 

The other lady, who had till now re- 
mained filent, though' Clement had frc* 
quently heard her figh, (aid— - 

'* We Ihall only impede this gentleman's 
flight by accompanying him, Clara;, Ictus 
run all rifles rather than increafe the hazard 
he mufl: run.'* 

^^ I am refolved not to leave you behind 
me. Madam,'* replied Clement; "there- 
fore it depends upon yourfelf whether we 
go, or fl:ay and brave the Friar's refent- 



ment.'* 
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" She is the greateft coward I ever met 
with,'* rejoined Clara. '* But pay no regard 
to what fhe fays, my good friend; only come 
alons: — I will be anfwerable for her follow- 
ing. I have got the bundle j are you dreffed, 
my daring knight?" 

Clement replied in the negative, alledg- 
ing he could not find the way Into Kis dif- 
guife. 

*^ Then I will be your vale^ de chamhre^^ 
fhe replied \ and in a few feconds he was 
equipped. 

** I fhould enjoy feeing your figure/' Ihe 
continued, " but let us be moving \ flop — 
take off your Ihoes firft j we are already bare- 
footed, and the leaft noife may betray us/' 

He did as fhe defired. She t^en took his 
hand, and telling her friend to open .and 
fallen the door after them, filently and cau- 
tioufly led the way down the flairs, which 
Clement fevercly blamed himfclf for having ' 

ever 
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ever afcendcd, and then through various 
difmal damp paflages, till they came to a 
door, which readily gave way to her hand. 
But the moment fhe had opened it, which 
fhe did very gently, fhe ftarted back be- 
hind Clement, who caught the door in his 
hand, and perceived a female fitting oppo- 
fite a very good fire, who having heard the 
noife, notwithftanding tneir precautions, 
looked round, but only had a glance of the 
fuppofed Friar 5 as they hafl:ily retreated the 
way they had come, till they reached a turn- 
ing in the paflages Ihey had explored. 

*^ What, in the name of goodnefs, muft 
we do ?" whifpered Clara ; " there is no 
poflibility of getting into the garden except 
through the kitchen window, and we have 
no other means of efcaping. What can that 
old fright be fitting up for, fo contrary to 
her general cufiom?" 

While flie was fpeaking, before Clement 
could reply, the old cook fallicd into the 

paflagc, 
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^ paflage, and ftaggered down one nearly op- 
pofite where they flood, which led to her 
oxVn apartment, to appearance fo tipfey, that 
it was an eafy matter, to guefs how fhe had 
been employed. 

• The moment (he was out of fight, they 
again approached the kitchen-door, Cle- 
ment now leading the way, as they agreed 
, his appearance had moft likely alarmed the 
cook, and would probably have a fimilar 
. efFeft upon any companions fhe might have : 
at all events he mufl not fpeak, let who 
would be there. Fortunately the roafl ^as 
clear, and Clara opened a window, which 
was only fecured by an iron bar that took 
in and out. According to the flri6t rules 
of the Convent, it ought to have been faf- 
tened by a padlock every night , but this 
had long been negledled, and, from difufe, 
forgotten : this the Novice was very well 
aware of. Nothing therefore prevented their 
getting into the garden ; the only rifk they 
ran was of being flifled with fraoke, the 

cook 
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cook in her hafte having thrown a quantity 
of water upon the fire. 



Being all fafcly arrived in the garden, 
they began to breathe, and ventured to put 
on their Ihoes. The night, as has been al- 
ready obferved, was unufually dark ; but 
this was rather a favourable circumftance, 
they thought, as it might enable them to 
efcape obfervation, if they fliould fucceed 
in regaining their liberty. 

» 

Clement had hitherto afked no queflions, 
and Clara continued to lead him towards 
the middle of the extenfive gardens which 
furrounded the Monaftery. At lafl fhe flop* 
ped, faying — 

'* I am afraid, my good friend, our 
greateft difficulties are all to come. In a 
few days I fhould have had a key to a door 
which leads into a back lane ; but now we 

muft 
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muft have recourfe to my firft expedient, 
which we had neither of us courage enough 
to think of attempting ; but with your af- 
fiftancc I hope we fhall overcome what to 
us appeared an infurmountable obftacle^ 
for we have rro other chance of efcaping 
than by fcaling thefe high walls. Now there 
b a ladder I fawf this ^ very day not far from 
the fpot where we now are, which would 
greatly facilitate our afcent, but whigrh we 
fhould fcarcely have been able to move, 
much more to raife ; and admitting we had 
got upon the wall, we never could have 
defcended on the other fide without mofl: 
probably breaking our necks." 

" Only let us find the ladder," replied 
Clement, " and depend upon our getting 
both up and down without running any 
rilk." . 

They were fome time before they ^could 
find it, though Clara had particularly 
marked the tree it flood againft, longing 
to employ it for the very purpofe for which 

VOL. Ill; N it 
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it was now required. Clement^ after fearch- 
ing fome time, put his hand upon it, and 
inftantly defired Clara to proceed to the 
moft convenient fpot for their defcent on 
the other fide, which could not be made in 
too private a place. She foon pointed out 
what fhe confidered as the beft fituation 
for their purpofc ; the ladder was fixed iii 
a few feconds, and Clement haftily afcended 
it to reconnoitre as far as the darknefs would 
permit him ; — perceiving only an open 
fpace beYore him, he quickly defcended to 
affifl: his companions in their afcent, and 
to enquire where they fliould come down. 

The wall joined the ramparts, Clara told 
him. 

Had they any place of fafety to retire 
to, he next afl^e^. 

" None in view,'* was the reply. " We 
mufl: ftand in fome dark corner till the 
gates are open, as wc fliould neither of us, 

but 
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burmyfclf in particular, beinfafcty while in 
Savoy.'* * 

Clement inftantly determined to take 
them to the inn where he expefted to find 
Meredith and Monvel ; though he now, for 
the firft time, began to be fcnfible of the 
danger of the enterprize he had engaged 
in. This was, however, no time for hefi- 
tation ; he therefore again afcended the 
ladder, defiring them to follow hini one at 
a time. The wall being tolerably thick, he 
found no difficulty in ftanding upon it to 
receive them when they reached the top, 
where he made them fit down till he had 
raifed the ladder, and placed it on the other 
fide. 

While he was thus occupied, the mid- 
night hour was announced. " 

^* We fhall certainly be mifled in another 
minute," cried Clement 5 *^ for perhaps you 

N 2 heard 
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heard the Father promife to vifit me again 
at this hour?'* 

" Yes, yes," replied Clara; *^ but depend 
upon it he has been making too free with 
the bottle to recoUeft his engagement till 
the bell for matins roufes him, and that 
will not ring before three o'clock -, — he 
thinks you, as well as us, are fafe enough j 
and if you had figned the paper in difpute, 
(for I overheard nearly all that paffed 
between you), he would not have liberated 
you till morning, if at all. But let us haften 
out of his clutches/* 

Clement made no reply, but, at their 
requeft, began to defcend the ladder, af- 
fifting the moft filent of his comjpanions, 
whom Clara defired to lead the way. They 
reached the bottom in perfeft fafcty; and 
found themlelves, as Clara had foretold, 
upon the ramparts of the town.; but while 
he was bufied in facilitating her defcent, 
the other lady, whom he had left upon the 
ground, gave a gentle fcream. Clement, 

alarmed 
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Smarmed at the exclamation, turned fo haftily 
round, he mifled his own footing, and pulled ' 
Clara, whom he ftill continued to hold, 
down upon him: neither of them received 
any hurt, and he was upon his legs in a 
moment, calling out — « 

. "Who isdierc?** 

A man, who was within a few paces, and 
whom they were jull able to diftinguifh> 
faid— . ' , 

*' What, have you loft the key of your 
private door. Father?'* 

Clement, certain he was miftaken for the 
Confeflbr, pulled his cowlover his face, and : 
advancing towards him, imitating as nearly 
as he was able the voice of the Reverend 
Father, faid — 

" Hufti, my fon \ God be with you ! We 
arc going upon a charitable expedition^ 

K 3 which 
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which begins here.** Putting his* purfey 
which was very heavy, into the ftranger's 
hand, whom he now difcovered to be a 
foldier upon duty. 

A refleftion inftantly came acrofs him, 
finding whom he was addrefling ; and he 
thus proceeded — 

■ ^' You know, my fon, the many difficul- 
ties which attend having the gates opened 
even for a man of my lacred order; and I 
have been detained at a dying penitent's in 
the town till within this hour, not knowing 
thefe, my daughters, were impatiently w^t- 
ing for me, to go and confefs a near rela-. 
tionof their's, who lies at the point of death, 
about a league from hence ; and, you know, 
even a moment's delay is of confequcncc 
in fuch cafes. I have more than once left 
the town privately, upon fimilar errands; 
and I am fure I fnall find you ready to affift 
me in fo pious an undertaking. I would 
fain have left my daughters behind mc, 

but 
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. but they trembled for my fafety fuc^.^difj 
mal night i indeed nP one, leKcept . , Hpon 
fimilar occ^fions, wguld think pf! k^ving 

home in fuch a fog.-' f 

" I am ready to afFord you all the aflift- 
ancc in my gower, Rev.erend Father/' re- 
plied the fpldier, '' beicaufe I am fure yon 
will not forgiet Jean de Brie^ ftirn^med Belle 
Rofe, in thi? regiment of Royal Grena- 
diers/* 

«^p, npy my fon -, depend upo^ |py f> 

ture notice,'* J 

"Then I fuppole. Father, you m^an W 
let the ladder down over the ramparts, ai 
the ditch is quite dry, and very eafy tft 
afcendon the other fide.**^ 

" Precifely fo, my child: I hope I have 
brought the right ladder. You are better 
acquainted with the height of the rampartS 
than I am. The laft time I had occafiori 
to leave the town in this manner, I met with 
fuch another good-hearted fellow as your- 
felf; but I forbade his mentioning the cir- 
cumftancc, under pain of my difpleafure? 

N4 becaufe. 
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bccaufe, was it known I ever went upon 
my duty at fuch hours, I ihould never enjoy 
a peas^able night's reft i and 1 only chufe 
to confer fuch favours upon truly deferving 
people. But we lofe time, my fon." 

"True, holy Father, and you may de- 
pend upon my fecrecy. Take hold of my 
firelock ^ I will carry the ladder to the beft 
place for your purpofe in my walk.** 

A few fcconds brought them to the Ipot, 
but the ladder now proved rather too jfhort; 
Clement, however, foon obviated this dif- 
ficulty, by flicking the bayonet into the 
ground, and holding by the firelock till he 
felt the ladder with his feet. ^ He foon 
reached the bottom, • and then raifed it for 
his companions, lowering it by degrees 
when they were upon itj by which method 
they defcended with equal fafety. The 
Reverend Father then raifed the ladder 
within the foldier's reach, and bade him throw 
it back into the Convent garden, beftow- 
ing a parting benedidtion upon him, after 

having 
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iimng learned which was the neareft road to 
the gate they wifhed to make for. 

Qara gave Clement a pinch when' he 
pronounced his laft blefling upon their^ 
friendly foldier> which, he told her in a 
whifper,^ proceeded from his heart ; but 
cautioned them both againft fpeaking till 
they were out of hearing of the other kn^ 
tinels alfo upon duty.. 

The dry ditch was even up to the middle of 
his leg in mud and water -, but this none of 
themcojifideredas an evil, fince being out of 
the townfo greadycnfurcd their fafety. They 
eafily climbed the oppofite bank, and ia 
about half an hour, reached the very fpot 
where Clement had alighted from Monvel's 
cabriolet.. 

> 

" We arc now in. the right road fer 
Geneva!" faid he^ " Where is it youwifli' 
to goE" 

»5> ' "Any 
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" Any where, fo we do but get out of 
Savoy,'* replied Clara. 

"Then we mull proceed thither,'' faid 
he, *^ if you really think yourfeives likely 
to be forced back into your prifon. How 
we are to get there is the only difficulty.'* 

Both ladies declared themfelves perfcftly 
able to walk the whole way. Clement 
was convinced it was impoffible, but 
did not chufe to difcourage them,^ and 
wifhed he could have let Meredith have 
known where he was ; however, fince every 
thing had hitherto proved fo much in their 
"favour, he ceafed to repine, and bri&ly led 
the way, the two ladies following him, arm 
in arm. 

. The roads were excellent when com- 
pared to the* ditch, and ploughed field they 
had been forced to crofs, to reach the gate 
they had enquired for j and, as their fears 
fubfidcd, Clara began to laugh, obferving, 
3 - fince 



£LL£SM£RB. 275 

fince they could not fee each other, they 
did not run much rifk of being purfued 
before daybreak : befides, Fatiier Benedift 
would never fufpeft they had left the 
town, and they fhould certainly be out of 
his reach before he could overtake them j 
clfe his power as a Churchman, backed by 
their families, might, fhe acknowledged, 
bring their deliverer, as fhe ftyled Clement, 
into fome trouble. 

^^ But flop a moment," (he cried ; ^^ think- 
ing we might want fomething to cheer our 
fpirits whenener we did take our flight 
from our prifon, I have long had a bottle 
of liqueurs in flore for that very purpofc, 
which I have brought away with me: 
'pray tafle my cordial, our kind friend I'* 
putting a pint bottle into Clement's hand, 
who was by no means forry fhe had been 
th us provident ; as he felt himfclf greatly 
revived by its reftorativc qualities, and 
pronounced it excellent. 

n6 The 



IjS ELLESMERE. 

The ladies followed his example, and 
acknowledged the benefit it did them,^ per* 
fifting in their firft declaration, that they 
were pcrfeftly capable of walking ta 
Geneva. 

Clara (who, Clement was juft abfe tadif- 
tinguifli, was much the fliorteft of his two 
companions) foon became very chatty; the 
odier fcemed infinitely more rcferved, 

" Now may 1 enquire if cither of yiou', 
ladies, are profefled ?" faid Clement. 

" No, heaven be praifed,. my good 
friend !" replied Clara; " I have not yet even. 
aflumed the habit. My companion was only 
a boarder, that is, aprifoncr ; decoyed thither 
as perhaps you were, and, like you, too Ute 
found it more difBcult to get out than into 
fuch agreeable afylums. However, God 
forbid all Convents fho61d refemble that 
we have juft quitted ! I was educated in one 
which might have been confidered as a pa- 
radife upon earth, iii comparifon, But as 

I dare 
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I dare fay you are anxious to know a little 
more about us, dierefore in three words I 
will tell you my ftory^ 

" I am the fifth daughter of a noble Sar- 
dinian family, whofe greateft boaft is their 
origin j and as there was no chance, fince I 
was neither rich nor handfome, of my re- 
cei^ving any matrimonial offers fuitable to 
my birth, my parents chofe to dedicate me 
(much againft my will) to God, The Nuns 
who brpught me up, finding how averfe 
1 was to the notion, did not chufe I fliould 
become a member of their Society. The 
Abbefs of St. Maiy, on the contrary, thought 
flic was doing a very meritorious aftioa 
in enforcing my parents* wilhes, who left 
me na alternative ; therefore a Nun I muft. 
ioLVt been, (though, believe me, I would 
not have taken the veil in the Monaftery- 
we have efeaped from), if my kind friend, 
wha became my companion about twa 
months fince, had not promifed to provide 
for me if I could but plan and execute our 
joint efcape* With fome difficulty, and 

thanks 
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thanks to your afliftance, good Sir, we are 
once more at liberty ; and I Ihall ever hold 
myfelf bound to pray for you both. I had 
concerted the plan we have fo luckily 
put in execution, near a month ago, as I 
have always had the range of the houfcj be- 
caufc it never entered the Abbefs's, or the 
Confeflbr's head, that a girl as poor as Job,. 
and without a friend or acquaintance likely to 
countenance fuch a ftep, ftiould think of 
leaving a certainty for an uncertainty. The 
room you found us in, had been mine till I 
was removed to make way for my friend.^ 
and having, by means of my ear-hole, learned 
why ftie had been brought into the Con- 
vent, I communicated my difcoveries to 
her, and let her into many fecrets (he wa& 
totally unacquainted with ; induced *hcr to 
run any rifk rather than remain where Ihc 
was, or obtain her rcleafe by accepting a 
man fhe defpifed. In order to talk over 
our intentions, and various other ihattcrs, I 
have for fome time contrived to fpcnd bcft 
part of the night in her apartment. There 

I was. 



I was, as ufual, this evening, and heard 
your fecond conference with Father Bene- 
dift ; — my friend heard what pafled before 5 
flie was convinced you was unjuftly ac- 
cufed, and I admired the fpirit with whicH 
you treated the old Monk, while ihe was 
almoft fainting with apprehenfions for your 
Jfafcty, knowing, by cruel experience, what 
that Reverend Father, and our moft Reve- 
rend Abbefs were capable of when once 
they had got any poor fouls of either fex 
into their clutches. To oblige her, I muf» 
tered courage enough to addrefs you -, and, 
.the Lord be praifed ! we are now at liberty 
to laugh at our paft panics.'* 

"I cannot fancy we are fafe yet, my 
mad-brained fri^d," rejoined her compa- 
nion, 

*^ But depend upon it we fhall be before 
daylight; my excellent fpirits, and this 
fuper-excellent cordial, will heljp us along/* 

^^ I aril afraid, my lively friSnd, you are 
too fanguine in your hope3," replied Cle*- 
ment, *' except we meet with fome con- 
veyance. 
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vcyancc. Thirty miles is a long way ; how- 
ever depend upon this, I will not quit you' 
till I am convinced you are out of danger. 
I certainly was, as you. Madam (turning ta 
the moft referved of his companions), kindly 
judged, very unjuftly accufed byFathcr 
Benedift, as I was in reality inveigled intO' 
the Convent for the bafcft of purpofes r 
however I truft you, ladies^ will find me a. 
man of honour, both able and willing to 
protect you* I firmly believe you have* 
faved my life ; therefore only point out the 
beft way I can fcrve you, that I may be able: 
to convince you of my gratitude." 

*^ Pleafe to remember, brave knight,'*' 
rejoined Clara, " we could never have* 
climbed the wall but for you i at all events, 
never have got down on the other fide : 
but admitting we had, as we have not got 
three livres between us, we Ihould not have 
found the foldier fo: complaifant as your 
well -filled purfe made him, (I heard it 
chink in his pocket while he was carrying 
the ladder) • God help me ! I never knew 

what 
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wliat it was to be miftrefs of a louis-d'or 
at one time yet ; — and my friend was kept as 
bare in that refpeft as I was, for fear Qie 
ihould have bribed fome^of our numerous 
Argus's 5 but ftie has got plenty of baubles, 
which (he means to difpofe of at Geneva.'* 

" You .will both then, I hope, allow me, 
for the prefent, to become your banker, 
ladies. I can command any fum thd mo- 
ment we reach the place of our deftination, 
though I literally gave ^way. every fjiilling 
I had about me to the friendly foldier/' 
• ** You are muchf too obliging. Sir," re- 
plied Clara's companion, " and mull, I am 
convinced, from my lively friend's ac- 
count, think we literally meant to make 
you purchafe that liberty we could not have 
obtained but for your affiftance : — ybur pro- 
teftion till we are out of danger of being 
overtaken j is all we can accept, as, like your- 
felf, T can procure any money I may want, 
when fafe within the walls of Geneva." 

f 

Clement 
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Clement felt the deUcacy of this rcfufal, 
and was the more anxious to fee them in 
a place of fecurity. 

They continued on as faft as they could, 
now and then applying to the bottle, hardly 
knowing whether they were in the right 
road till half pad three, when Clement> 
from a remark he had made during his 
journey the day before, waa convinced they 
were near Annecy» which is about .iifteea 
miles from Chamberry, and nearly the fime 
diftance from Geneva. The two ladies were 
obliged to acknowledge they were very 
much fatigued : — Clement hoped thevihould 
foon^ find an inn; but his compahioos 
dreaded the thoughts of being fcen, fuch 
figures as they mull appear; they fhcmid 
certainly be flopped as fufpicious people» 
This was by no means improbable, Clement 
thoughtj and had fome notion ofdifcontinu- 
inghis Monk's drefs, thinking he fliould 
be more likely to gain admittance any 
where as an Englifhman ; but he found it 

fo 



fo comfortable, he was refolved not to lay 
it afide till the lail moment. 

It was at length agreed he fhbuld leave 
them in fome dark corner, while he endea- 
voured to procure: them a conveyance, no 
matter of what fort, fo they were but 

moving forwards. 

• \ 

*^ But we ought to rccoUeft we are all 
three pennilefs!" obferved Clara. 

^' That is of no confequence,** replied 
Clement. " If I can but get any one to 
undertake the journey, it will be a very eafy 
matter to raife moraey enough to pay them 
the moment we reach Geneva. But I am 
exceedingly anxious about fome frienda 
I left at Chamberry, as I am fearful they 
may get themfelves into trouble in endea- 
vouring to efFeft my liberation.*' 

While he was fpeaking, they came to a 
fmall hut by the road fide. A dog began 

to 
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to bark, which made them direft their eyes 
towards a fort of (table -yard, where they 
perceived a light through the crevice of 
a door. 

Clement led his companions a fe^ paces 
forward, and placed them as much out of 
the road as poffible, while he returned alone 
to fee if he could procure them a cart to 
purfue their journey in, or flielter in the 
houfe till he couU get fome fort of a car* 
riage from Annecy . He was doubtful whe- 
ther or not to appear in his prefcnt dif- 
guife J but ;t was fo very cold, and fuch a 
heavy fog kept falling, he felt very loath to 
part with iti — it had already fervcd two 
good purpofes, he refleftedi he would 
therefore truft to its efficacy once more. 

r 

He entered the yard, and fpokc with kind- 
nefs to the dog, to keep him quiet 5 but 
he growled, and before he reached the door 
from whence he perceived the light, a 

maa 
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•, man put bis head out, calling the dog^ and 
enquiring who was there. 

^' A friend/' replied Clement, difguifmg 
his voice ; " good morning, my fon ! You 
are early this morning." 

*^ Yes, Father, I want to get home in 
time ; T have another job waiting for me. 
I left Geneva the moment the gates were 
open yefterday morning, with a party of 
Englifli, whom I took to Chamberry, and 
got thus far upon my return before feven 
o'clock laft night ; — that was not bad work. 
If T could have flopped at Chamberry 
till to-day, I need not have gone back 
empty." 

" True, my fon ; but I heard of your 
being here, and not knowing what time you 
might fet off, as I underftood you was in 
a hurry to get home, I came thus early to 
enquire; for I have two daughters whom I 
want to fend to Geneva, and I know I cannot 
put them under the care of a better pcrfon. 

They 
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They were to have gone home laft night ; 
but I prevailed upon them to ftay, which 
I have fince been very forry for, as, I find, 
they are exp'eftcd at a near relation's by 
eight o'clock this morning." 

*' If they will give me twelve livres, holy 
Father, I will promife you they Ihall now 
. be in Geneva before the clock ftrikes 
eight."^ 

" They fhall give you .the fum you men- 
tien, my fon, upon condition you keep* 
your word ; --elfe they Ihall not be bound to 
give you more than half; though they are 
very able to pay thirty livres, if that was 
all." 

" Very well, Father ^ if they are ready, I 
will be off." ' . 

*^ They. fhall be ready in lefs than half an 

« 

hour, my fon ; and, not to take you out of 
the way, they fhall be here by that time : I 
left them getting up. Come, I will aflift 
you to harncfs your horles," 

# ** There 
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*' There is no need, I am much obliged to 
you. Father j I fhall be ready in time ; do 
you go and fetch the ladies, but remember 
our agreement.*' . 

*' Perfeftly, my fon — twelve livres before 
eighty and only fix afters** and away Clement 
hurried, highly pleafed at having fucceeded 
fo well. 

His companions were not lefs rejoiced ; 
but they were very forry when they learned 
he meant to return to Chamberry as foon 
as he had feen them into the carriage. They 
both ftrongly pointed out the danger he 
appeared to them to be wantonly incurring ; 
but finding it impofllble to make him alter 
his refolution, Clara only defired, fhould he 
be quefl:ioned,. or find himfelf in any dif- 
agreeable fituation, he would fwear he 
efcaped alone; it would thqn be in his 
power to turn the tables upon Father Be- 
nedift. 



Clement 
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Clement told them he muft be guided by 
circumftances -, but he fhbuld certainly not 
acknowledge being privy to their cfcape. 
He then defired they would proceed to the 
Balances^ a large inn at Geneva; and, fhould 
the landlord make any difficulty in paying 
their voUurin^ requeftcd they would enquire 
if there were not fome fervants there be- 
longing to an Englifh Nobleman. 

" You will certainly be anfwered in the 
affirmative," he proceeded, *' therefore alk 
for one of them named Watfon j fhew him 
this, (putting his watch into Clara's hands), 
and tell him the perfon you received it 
from, defired he would pay for your carriage, 
provide you with an apartment, and any 
thing clfe you may want ; and depend upon 
feeing me before the gates are fhut this even- 

ing. 

€i \ye will obey all your injunftions, my 
good friend,'* faid Clara, ^' and certainly 
not leave Geneva till we have once more 

renewed 
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renewed pur thanks for your kind protec- 
tion. Heaven fend you fafc back from 
Chamberry ! Once upon Geneva ground, 
we are out of danger ; but I I^^ not be 
eafy till convinced you arc at an equal 
diftance from Father Benedid." 

** Never fear,, my lively friend ; without 
the Convent walls, I have little to fear from 
the immaculate Confeffor. But I will ftep 
back, and hurry the voiturin; you are to 
be taken up on the road, you know I told 

"We Ihall foon have nothing to fear. 
Sir,'* faid Clara's companion^ . ''But how, 
fmce you are^determined to return, will you 
ever be able to r^ach Chamberry?'* 

" Oh, I can walk back if that is all, my 
dear Madam ; but fliould I find myfelf too 
much fatigued, it is but throwing off my 
Monk's drefs, and i am fure of being ac- 
commodated with poll horfes any where. 
Do not give yourfelyes a moment's concern 
about me, I requeft.", 

VOL. III. o ' He 



